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To all whom it mag/ concern: - )
Be it known that I, A1 B. SHAW, of Med-
ford, in the county of Middlesex and State of

Massachusetts, have invented a new and valu- |

able Improvement in Cigarette-Formers; and
I do hereby declare that the following is a fall,
clear, and exaét déscription of the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the:letters of reference marked
thereon.

The object of this inveution is to furnish a
handy artiele, such as can be carried in the
pocket, for making cigarettes. I am aware
that this is not the first attempt to produce a
cigarette-former; and the object is to produce
a former which shall be more useful and con-
venient than those heretofore made.

The nature of my invention in detail is fully
described below,

In the accompanying illustration, Figure 1
is a perspective view of my device in the po-
sition assumed immediately before the tobaceo
is placed inside: Tig. 2 is a sectional view in

- the position assumed while the tobacco is be-

ing rolled into shape by drawing the ribbon.

- Fig. 3 is a sectional view when the wrapper

has just been inserted.
Similar letters -of reference indicate corre.

sponding parts.

The body of this cigarette-former is made
in two parts, @ and ¢/, which are hinged to
each other at¢. The two parts a /, when
closed, form nearly a true circle. The edges
h b at the mouth of the former are made thick
and round, so that the ribbon may pass easily
over. bV are rods or bars, so-placed as to
allow the ribbon to pass between. them and
the formers @ a/, to which they are fixed.

It will be noticed that no rollers are found
in connection with this former.

d is a straight ribbon, passing under the
bars b ¥, and having metallic rods e ¢ in the

ends, for the purpose of keeping the ribbon d
‘smooth and even, and also to prevent its com-
ing out from under the bars b ¥, -

In practical operation, my device is oper-
ated as follows: To manufacture a cigarette,
place the tobacco in the ribbon after said rib-
bon has been placed in the position shown in
Fig.1. Close the former,and, keeping it closed
with one hand, draw the ribbon d with the oth-
er, as in Fig. 2. This puts the tobacco into
shape. Then insert the edge of the wrapper
¢ into the former, pointing said wrapper to-
ward the part a, as in Fig. 3, of the former,
and draw the ribbon back—that is, toward
the right in the drawing—holding the former
together with the other hand, and the cigar-
ette will be complete. R

By providing the straight ribbon instead
of an endless ribbon the use of a roller and an
apron is saved, and the cigarette is more
perfectly formed. The tobacco is not liable
to jump out, and a smaller or larger cigarette
can be made at will, and the former will do
the work of wrapping and forming it perfectly
in either case. This cannot be accomplished
with an endless ribbon.

The ends of the former constructed so as
to twist the ends of the cigarette are not orig-
inal with me, and are not claimed as a part
of my invention. L

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

The combination of the former a &/, provid--
ed with the thick edges %, and bars b v, and
the straight ribbon d, having rods ee inserted,
all substantially as and for the purpose herein
set forth.

Al B. SHAW,

Witnesses: :
HENRY W. WILLIAMS,
J. H. GATELY,




