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My invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in slats, and while pri 
marily intended for window shades, it will 
be obvious that the device may be success 
fully employed for binding, reinforcing, and 
for maintaining the alignment of any other 
objects wherein it is found to be applicable, 
without departing from the spirit of the 
invention. 

Important objects of the invention are to 
provide a window shade slat of the charac 
ter described, which may be readily attach 
ed to the lower end of a window shade with 
out necessitating the usual stitched hem in 
the latter, which may be employed in con 
nection with any type of window shade, 
which may be secured or removed without 
damage to the window shade, even by un 
skilled persons, and whereby the reversal 
of a window shade may be conveniently 
effected. . 

Further objects of the invention are to 
provide a device of the class stated, which is 
simple in its construction and arrangement, 
durable and efficient in its use, attractive 
in appearance, positive in its action, and 
comparatively inexpensive to manufacture 
and install. 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

view which will appear as the description 
proceeds, the invention resides in the con 
struction, combination and arrangement of 
parts herein specifically described, and illus 
trated in the accompanying drawing, but it 
is to be understood that the latter is merely 
illustrative of an embodiment of the inven 
tion, and that the actual needs of manufac 
ture and practice may necessitate certain 
mechanical variations. It is therefore, not 
intended to limit the invention to the dis 
closure thereof herein illustrated, but rather 
to define such limitations in the claims here 
unto appended. - 

In the drawing wherein like numerals of 

reference designate corresponding parts 
throughout the several views:- 

Figure 1 is a front view of a window 
shade provided with a slat constructed in 
accordance with the invention. 

Figure 2 is an enlarged sectional view on 
line 2-2, Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a transverse cross, sectional 
view of my improved slat when in the dis 
tended or released position. 

Figure 4 is an end view of the device. 
Referring in detail to the drawing 1 de 

notes a window shade of any conventional 
type and construction, and provided with a 
slat costructed in accordance with the pres 
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ent invention. The slat comprises a hollow 
body portion 2, which is constructed or 
shaped from any suitable material, prefer 
ably an integral strip of resilient sheet 
metal. The body portion 2 is formed to 
provide a pair of side walls, respectively 
indicated at 3 and 4, which are joined by 
an interposed bottom 5. s 
The top of each of the side walls 3 and 

4 is formed with a depending portion, re 
spectively indicated at 6 and 7, which are 
disposed in the interior of the hollow, body 
portion 2, between the respective side walls 
3 and 4, and extend 
of the latter. - - - 

The depending portion 6, of the side wall 
3, is formed with a longitudinally extend 
ing, cylindrical socket groove 8, which is 

throughout the lengths 
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80 adapted for receiving and engaging a cor 
respondingly shaped connecting lip 9. The 
latter is formed in the depending portion 
7, of the side wall 4, and extends longi 
tudinally on the latter. The socket groove. 
8 and the associated connecting lip 9 extend 
throughout the lengths of respective depend 
ing portions 6 and 7, and are disposed in the 
same direction to permit their interengage 
ment for clamping the lower end of the win 
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dow shade 1 therebetween in the manner to 
be described. 
The lower edge margins 10 and 11, of 

respective depending portions 6 and 7, are 
preferably disposed at an angle, relatively 
to the vertical disposition of the body por 
tion 2, to abut against the inner surfaces of 
respective side walls 3 and 4 for the purpose 
of stabilizing the latter and the depending 
portions 6 and 7. 
As herein before stated, the entire slat 

structure is shaped to be formed from an 
integral strip of l'esilient sheet metal, and 
its construction is such as to provide a 
spring action normally tending to force the 
side walls 3 and 4 toward each other where 
by the connecting lip 9 will engage in the 
socket groove 8. 
In securing my improved window slat to 

a window shade, the side walls 3 and 4 are 
forced apart to the spread or open posi 
tion, against their normal spring action, as 
clearly illustrated in Figure 3. The lower 
end portion of the window shade is then 
inserted between depending portions 6 and 
7, after which the side walls 3 and 4 are 
released and forced toward each other in 
conjunction with the normal spring action 
of the slat structure to the clamping or se 
curing position. 
When the side walls 3 and 4 are shifting 

to the clamping position, the portion of the 
window shade engaged between the socket 
groove 8 and connecting lip 9 must neces 
sarily assume the tortuous conformation of 
these latter interengaging elements, as clear 
ly illustrated in Figure 2, whereby the en 
gaged portion of the window shade is se 
curely clamped against slippage between the 
depending portions 6 and 7. 
The construction of the socket groove 8 

and connecting lip 9 is such that the wall 
of the former is capable of resilient disten 
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gagement of the connecting lip 

tion and the wall of the latter is capable 
of resilient contraction, whereby, when the 
lower end of the window shade is positioned 
therebetween, a clicking resilient interen 

9 in the 
socket groove 8 is effected when the side 
walls 3 and 4 are forced to the clamping 
position. - 

The socket groove 8 and its associated con 
necting lip 9 are preferably disposed at a 
slight angle from the horizontal when in 
their interengaged clamping position, as 
shown in Figure 2, for the purpose of fur 
ther augmenting their securing action on the 
interposed portion of the window shade. 
The ends of the side walls 3 and 4 are 

preferably formed with inturned plates 12, 
which, combined in pairs, provide closure 
elements for respective ends of the slat body 
portion 2. 
The bottom 5, of the body portion 2, is 

slat structure. 
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formed with an inturned, cylindrical groove 
13, which extends along the entire length of 
the body portion 1. A pull member 14 of 
any suitable construction, is provided hav 
ing an enlarged head 15 frictionally engag 
ing in the bottom groove 13. The latter, 
besides providing attaching means for the 
pull member 14 further serves to reenforce 
the body portion 2 and facilitates the manip 
ulation of the latter when being secured to 
or released from position. It is apparent, 
however, that the provision of the bottom 
groove 13 is not absolutely essential to the 
successful employment of the device, and 
therefore may or need not be embodied in the 
The body portion 1 is preferably provided 

with a rounded bottom, and gradually di 
minishes in thickness from the bottom to the 
top thereof, whereby the superficial config 
uration of a conventional type of window 
shade slat is maintained. . 
The present invention provides a most effi 

cient and attractive device of its kind, which 
may be plated or otherwise finished in any 
colors, harmonizing with the associated win 
dow hangings, and which may be readily. Se 
cured in position or removed therefrom in 
the manner herein set forth. 
What I claim is:- 
1. A window shade slat of the character 

described, comprising a hollow body por 
tion constructed from an integral strip of 
resilient sheet metal, said body portion in 
cluding a pair of side walls, one of said pair 
of side walls having an inturned depending 
portion provided with a longitudinally ex 
tending socket groove and the other of said 
pair of side walls having an inturned de 
pending portion provided with a horizontal 
ly extending connecting lip engaging in said 
socket groove for clamping said body portion 
to the window shade, said body portion fur 
ther including a bottom portion provided 
with a longitudinally extending groove. 

2. A window shade slat of the character 
described, comprising a hollow body portion 
constructed from an integral strip of resili 
ent sheet metal, said body portion including 
a pair of side walls, one of said pair of side 
walls having an inturned depending portion 
provided with a longitudinally extending 
socket groove and the other of said pair of 
side walls having an inturned depending 
portion provided with a horizontally extend 
ing connecting lip engaging in said socket 
groove for clamping said body portion to the 
window shade, said pair of side walls being 
formed with end members providing closure 
elements for respective ends of said body 
portion. U 

8. A window shade islat of the character 
described, comprising a hollow body portion 
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constructed from an integral strip of resili 
ent sheet metal, said body portion including 30 
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a pair of side walls, one of said pair of side 
walls having an inturned depending portion 
provided with a longitudinally extending 
socket groove and the other of said pair o 

5 side walls having an inturned depending 
portion provided with a horizontally extend 
ing connecting lip engaging in said socket 
groove for clamping said body portion to 
the window shade, the ends of said dependin 

10 portions respectively engaging said pair o 
side walls. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signa 

ture. - 
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