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(57) ABSTRACT 
A method for producing an inkjet recording head having high 
durability and high ink resistance can enabling enable high 
quality image recording by employing a material capable of 
reducing the internal stress and having satisfactory patterning 
characteristics. Such an inkjet recording head can be pro 
duced with high precision. A cationically photopolymeriZ 
able resin composition containing a condensate of a hydrolys 
able organosilane compound, employed as a material for 
forming a flow path forming member, enables a reduction of 
internal stress and a highly precise pattern in the flow path 
forming member, thereby providing an inkjet recording head 
having high durability and high ink resistance and capable of 
high-quality printing over a prolonged time. 
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INKJET RECORDING HEAD, PRODUCING 
METHOD THEREFOR AND COMPOSITION 

FOR INKUET RECORDING HEAD 

This is a division of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 
1 1/813,398, filed Jul. 5, 2007, which is a national stage appli 
cation of PCT International Application No.PCT/JP2006/ 
301268, filed Jan. 20, 2006. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates to an inkjet recording head 
utilizing a cured Substance of a specified photopolymerizable 
composition in a liquid flow path forming member, a produc 
ing method therefor, and a composition for an inkjet record 
ing head. 

BACKGROUND ART 

In an inkjet recording method for forming an image by 
discharging a liquid droplet from a discharge port for depo 
sition on a recording medium represented by paper, technical 
developments are being continued for improving various per 
formances. Among these, a strong requirement exists for 
forming a smaller droplet for improving the image quality, 
and a technology is requested for forming a fine structure 
constituting an ink flow path or a nozzle with a high precision. 
For Such technology, photolithography is Superior in the pre 
cision and the simplicity of process, and Japanese Patent 
Application Laid-Open No. H06-28.6149 discloses a method 
of preparing an inkjet recording head by a photolithographic 
process utilizing a cationic polymerization of a cationic poly 
merization of an epoxy resin. 
A material cured by a cationic polymerization is generally 

better in the ink resistance in comparison with that obtained 
by a radical polymerization, and is Suitable for use in an inkjet 
recording head. 
On the other hand, for improving the recording head, a 

larger size of the recording head itself and an increase in a 
printing width thereofare very effective, and are being inves 
tigated in the heads of various types. However a heating 
process is often employed in the production process, and it is 
known that a resinous material, employed for preparing a 
noZZle member, generates a residual stress with an adjacent 
inorganic material Such as a substrate, because of a contrac 
tion at curing or a thermal hysteresis. Also in case the nozzle 
member becomes larger in a thickness or an area, the stress 
acting on the nozzle pattern becomes larger, often leading to 
a peeling from the Substrate or a crack formation, and a 
reduction in the stress is therefore a major target. 

For reducing the stress in a resin coated film, there are 
representatively known a method of adding an inorganic 
material Such as a filler thereby reducing a thermal expansion 
of the resin and a method of adding a material of a high 
flexibility thereby reducing the elastic modulus of the resin 
itself. In fact Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 
H09-234874 discloses a method of employing a filler-con 
taining resin for the nozzle member and molding it by an 
ablation with an excimer laser. Also EP 0431809 discloses a 
film coating material in which an organosilane compound is 
added to an epoxy resin thereby providing flexibility and 
improving fragility of the resin itself. In a more flexible film, 
the internal stress itself is estimated to be lower. On the other 
hand, U.S. Pat. No. 6,312,085 discloses a method of prepar 
ing an inkjet head by executing a patterning with a radical 
photopolymerization and forming/curing a siloxane bond by 
a heat treatment. 
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2 
As to the formation of a nozzle member for a recording 

head capable of achieving an increase in the printing width, 
Japanese Patent Application Laid-OpenNo. H09-234874 dis 
closes a method of employing a filler-containing resin as a 
nozzle member and molding it by an ablation with an excimer 
laser. Such material, however, may be disadvantageous in 
productivity and cost, in comparison with an ordinary photo 
lithography utilizing a pattern exposure and a development. 
Also the material disclosed in EP 0431809 is not intended for 
a fine structure Such as an inkjet recording head, and involves, 
in patterning process, drawbacks of a thickness loss and a 
dissolution of the coated film, a pattern deformation and an 
insufficient resolution. On the other hand, the method dis 
closed in U.S. Pat. No. 6.312,085 may not provide an alkali 
resistance because a crosslinked structure is formed by a 
radical polymerization (methacryloxy group), so that the ink 
resistance is insufficient in certain types of ink. 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention has been made in consideration of 
the foregoing, and is to provide an inkjet recording head 
having a high durability and a high ink resistance and 
enabling a high-quality image recording by employing a 
material capable of reducing the internal stress and having 
satisfactory patterning characteristics. The present invention 
is also to provide a method of producing Such inkjet record 
ing head with a high precision, and an inkjet recording head 
composition for use in Such inkjet recording head. 

In an embodiment, the present invention provides an inkjet 
recording head including a Substrate provided with an energy 
generating element for generating an ink discharging energy, 
a discharge port provided corresponding to the energy-gen 
erating element, an ink flow path for Supplying the discharge 
port with ink, and a flow path forming member which forms 
the ink flow path in combination with the substrate: 

in which the flow path forming member includes a cured 
Substance of a photocurable resin composition containing: 

(a) a cationically polymerizable resin; 
(b) a cationic photopolymerization initiator; and 
(c-1) a condensate containing a bi-functional hydrolysable 

organosilane compound having an aromatic ring (bi 
functional indicating two condensable groups present on 
a same Si atom) and a tri- or tetra-functional hydrolys 
able organosilane compound without an aromatic ring. 

In another embodiment, the present invention provides an 
inkjet recording head including a Substrate provided with an 
energy-generating element for generating an ink discharging 
energy, a discharge port provided corresponding to the 
energy-generating element, an ink flow path for Supplying the 
discharge port with ink, and a flow path forming member 
which forms the ink flow path in combination with the sub 
Strate: 

in which the flow path forming member includes a cured 
Substance of a photocurable resin composition containing: 

(a) a cationically polymerizable resin; 
(b) a cationic photopolymerization initiator; and 
(c-2) a condensate containing a tri-functional hydrolysable 

organosilane compound having an aromatic ring (tri 
functional indicating three condensable groups present 
on a same Siatom). 

The present invention also provides a producing method 
for Such recording heads, and a composition for an inkjet 
recording head. 
The present invention, employing a cationically photopo 

lymeriazable resin composition containing a hydrolysable 
organosilane compound as the material for forming the liquid 
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flow path, allows to reduce an internal stress in the liquid flow 
path forming member and a highly precise patterning thereof. 
Thus there can be provided an inkjet recording head having 
a high durability and a high ink resistance and capable of a 
high-quality printing over a prolonged period, and a produc 
ing method therefor. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1A is a view showing steps in a producing method for 
an inkjet recording head of the present invention. 

FIG.1B is a view showing steps in a producing method for 
an inkjet recording head of the present invention. 

FIGS. 2A, 2B, 2C, 2D, 2E, 2F, 2G and 2H are views 
showing steps in a producing method for an inkjet recording 
head of the present invention. 

FIGS. 3A, 3B, 3C and 3D are views showing steps in 
another producing method for an inkjet recording head of the 
present invention. 

FIGS. 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D and 4E are views showing steps in 
another producing method for an inkjet recording head of the 
present invention. 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE 
INVENTION 

The present invention will be clarified in detail in the fol 
lowing. 
As a result of intensive studies undertaken by the present 

inventors, it is found that a reduction in the internal stress and 
a satisfactory patterning characteristics can be realized at the 
same time, by employing a photopolymerizable composition 
of following composition as a material for forming a flow path 
forming member (also called a nozzle forming material). It is 
also found that an inkjet recording head of a high ink resis 
tance and a high durability can be prepared with a high pre 
cision. 

Photopolymerizable composition A: 
(a) a cationically polymerizable resin; 
(b) a cationic photopolymerization initiator; and 
(c-1) a condensate containing a bi-functional hydrolysable 

organosilane compound having an aromatic ring (bi 
functional indicating two condensable groups present on 
a same Siatom) and a tri- or higher-functional hydrolys 
able organosilane compound without an aromatic ring. 

Photopolymerizable composition B: 
(a) a cationically polymerizable resin; 
(b) a cationic photopolymerization initiator; and 
(c-2) a condensate containing a tri-functional hydrolysable 

organosilane compound having an aromatic ring (num 
ber of functional groups indicating number of condens 
able groups present on a same Si atom). 

A cured substance of the aforementioned photopolymeriz 
able composition becomes so-called organic-inorganic 
hybrid cured Substance having a siloxane structure (inorganic 
structure) present in a condensate of a hydrolysable organosi 
lane compound and also an organic structure formed by a 
curing reaction utilizing a cationically hydrolysable group. 
Thus, improvements can be anticipated in the physical prop 
erties such as a low thermal expansion and a low stress. Also 
an ether bond is obtained in case of employing an epoxy 
group which is a representative cationically polymerizable 
group. 

In fact the organic-inorganic hybrid cured Substance of the 
present invention shows significantly different physical prop 
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4 
erties in comparison with the prior epoxy resin, with a low 
ered residual stress of the coated film, thereby providing 
effects of preventing a deformation of the substrate and 
improving adhesion to the Substrate. 

In the present invention, it is important that the hydrolys 
able organosilane compound having the aromatic ring is bi- or 
higher-functional and that a tri- or higher-functional 
hydrolysable organosilane compound is present (namely 
(c-1) or (c-2)). 

It is thus rendered possible to improve a compatibility to 
the cationically polymerizable resin and the siloxane struc 
ture and a film forming property at the coating, thereby attain 
ing a satisfactory patterning property. Also following reac 
tions are considered to take place in a patterning step or in a 
curing step by light or heat. Abond is considered to be formed 
between the organic structure formed by the cationically 
polymerizable resin of the component (a) and the inorganic 
structure formed by the hydrolysable organosilane compound 
of the component (c-1) or (c-2). This is because an unreacted 
cationically polymerizable portion and an unreacted 
hydrolysable/condensable portion can react by an acid gen 
erated by the (b) cationic photopolymerization initiator, as a 
catalyst. 

In general, while an organic structure obtained by a cat 
ionic polymerization is excellent in the alkali resistance, a 
siloxane structure is often inferior in the alkali resistance. In 
a cured substance in which an organic structure by a cationic 
polymerization and an inorganic structure by siloxane are 
co-existent as in the present invention, however, it is Surpris 
ingly found that re-hydrolysis of the siloxane structure can be 
Suppressed to improve the alkali resistance and the ink resis 
tance. 

In the following, each component to be employed in the 
present invention will be explained specifically. 
A cationically polymerizable resin as the component (a) 

means a resin including a compound that has a vinyl group or 
a cyclic ether group. Among these, a compound having an 
epoxy group or an oxetane group can be employed advanta 
geously. Examples of epoxy resin include a bisphenol-type 
epoxy resin formed from a monomer oran oligomer having a 
bisphenol structure such as bisphenol-A diglycidyl ether or 
bisphenol-F diglycidyl ether, a phenol novolac type epoxy 
resin, a cresol novolac type epoxy resin, a trisphenolmethane 
type epoxy resin, and a resin having an alicyclic structure 
Such as 3,4-epoxycyclohexenyl-3',4'-epoxycyclohexene car 
boxylate. 

Also a resin having an epoxy group in a side chain or an 
alicyclic structure, as shown in the following, can also be 
employed advantageously. 

O 

H 

O 
pi 

wherein in represents an integer. 
Also a novolac resin having a bisphenol-A structure as 

shown in the following can also be employed advantageously. 
In the formula, nrepresents an integer from 1 to 3, particularly 
n=2. 
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A resin including an oxetane compound can be a resin 
formed from a phenol novolac type oxetane compound, a 
cresol novolac type oxetane compound, a trisphenolmethane 
type oxetane compound, a bisphenol type oxetane compound, 
or a biphenol type oxetane compound. A combined use of 
such resinformed from the oxetane compound with the epoxy 
resin may be advantageous in accelerating the curing reac 
tion. 

For satisfactory patterning property, such cationically 
polymerizable resin is, in a state prior to the polymerization, 
preferably in a solid State at the room temperature or has a 
melting point of 40°C. or higher. Also a compound having an 
epoxy equivalent (or oxetane equivalent) of 2000 or less, 
preferably 1000 or less, can be employed advantageously. An 
epoxy equivalent exceeding 2000 reduces a crosslinking den 
sity at the curing reaction, thereby leading to a deterioration in 
Tg or a thermal deformation temperature of the cured sub 
stance, or a deterioration in the adhesion to the Substrate and 
the ink resistance. 
A cationic photopolymerization initiator as the component 

(b) can be a compound selected from an onium salt, aborate, 
a compound having an imide structure, a compound having a 
triazine structure, an azo compound, and a peroxide. In con 
sideration of sensitivity, stability and reactivity, an aromatic 
Sulfonium salt or an aromatic iodonium salt is preferable. 
Also various photosensitizers may be employed effectively 
for improving the sensitivity or adjusting the photosensitive 
wavelength. 
A condensate as the component (c-1) is synthesized from a 

bi-functional hydrolysable organosilane compound with an 
aromatic ring and a tri- or higher-functional hydrolysable 
organosilane compound without anaromatic ring, as the start 
ing materials. 

At least a bi-functional hydrolysable organosilane com 
pound with an aromatic ring and at least a tri- or higher 
functional hydrolysable organosilane compound without an 
aromatic ring may be employed as the starting materials. 
A blending ratio of the hydrolysable organosilane com 

pound with an aromatic ring and the hydrolysable organosi 
lane compound without an aromatic ring is preferably within 
a range of (with aromatic ring: without aromatic ring) 1:0.1 
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6 
to 1:4. In particularly a range of (with aromatic ring: without 
aromatic ring)=1:0.3 to 1:2 is preferred. 
The hydrolysable organosilane compound having an aro 

matic ring can be a compound represented by a following 
general formula (1): 

(R) Si—(OR) (R'). (1) 
wherein p+qt+r 4 (p being 1 or 2; q being 1, 2 or 3; and r being 
0, 1 or 2), RandR each independently represents a saturated 
or unsaturated hydrocarbon residue, and R represents a non 
hydrolysable Substituent having an aromatic ring. 
More specifically, R can be a phenyl group, a naphthyl 

group or a benzyl group which may be substituted or non 
substituted. A substituent on the phenyl, naphthyl or benzyl 
group can be an alkyl, alkenyl or alkoxy group with 1 to 20 
carbonatoms; a hydroxyl group, an epoxy group or a glycidyl 
group. 
R can be advantageously a hydrogen atom or an alkyl 

group with 20 carbon atoms or less, and is particularly advan 
tageously a hydrogenatom, a methyl group, an ethyl group or 
a propyl group in consideration of reactivity and the like. R' 
is preferably a substituted or non-substituted alkyl group with 
1 to 30 carbon atoms, and a Substituent of Such alkyl group 
can be an alkyl group, an alkenyl group or an alkoxy group 
with 1 to 20 carbonatoms; a hydroxyl group, an epoxy group 
or a glycidyl group. 

It is found that the patterning property can be significantly 
improved by utilizing such compound having an aromatic 
ring. It is estimated that the steric and electronic effects of the 
aromatic ring influence the reactivity of the condensation 
reaction and/or the cationic polymerization reaction thereby 
achieving a control on the skeletal structure of generated 
resin. 

Also the hydrolysable organosilane compound without an 
aromatic ring can be a compound represented by a following 
general formula (2): 

(R’O). Si—(R'). (2) 
wherein q+r-4 (q being 1, 2, 3 or 4; and r being 0, 1, 2 or 3), 
and R' and Reach independently represents a saturated or 
unsaturated hydrocarbon residue as in the general formula 
(1). 
R can be advantageously a hydrogen atom or an alkyl 

group with 20 carbon atoms or less, and is particularly advan 
tageously a hydrogenatom, a methyl group, an ethyl group or 
a propyl group in consideration of reactivity and the like. R' 
is preferably a substituted or non-substituted alkyl group with 
1 to 30 carbon atoms, and a Substituent of Such alkyl group 
can be an alkyl group, an alkenyl group or an alkoxy group 
with 1 to 20 carbonatoms; a hydroxyl group, an epoxy group 
or a glycidyl group. 

In the general formulas (1) and (2), R and R' each inde 
pendently may have a Substituent according to the purpose, 
and it is effective to introduce a long-chain alkyl group for 
controlling solubility or a fluorine atom for controlling water 
absorption. For example introduction of a long-chain alkyl 
group realizes an improvement in the compatibility to the 
resin to be mixed and also a further reduction of the stress. It 
is estimated that the presence of a flexible structure such as a 
long-chain alkyl group in a side chain improves the mobility 
of the molecular chain, thereby promoting a stress relaxation 
in a cooling process. However, with an excessively larger 
number of carbons, a resulting hydrophobicity inhibits homo 
geneous hydrolysis/condensation reaction. The alkyl group to 
be introduced as R' is preferably an alkyl group with 1 to 30 
carbon atoms, and the number of carbon atoms is preferably 
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3 or more for relaxing the stress, and preferably 20 or less for 
avoiding an excessive hydrophobicity, more preferably 12 or 
less. 

In the general formulas (1) and (2), it is also very useful to 
introduce, as the non-hydrolysable group R', a cationically 
polymerizable group Such as an epoxy group. A cationically 
polymerizable group introduced in the condensate itself not 
only improves the compatibility to the cationically polymer 
izable resin (a) but also an increase in the crosslinking density 
and an increase in the bonds between resin and condensate. 
Thus the cationic polymerization reaction further forms a 
crosslinkage between the organic structure formed by the 
epoxy resin and the inorganic structure formed by the silox 
ane group, thereby providing a satisfactory organic-inorganic 
hybrid material. This is very useful in optimizing patterning 
characteristics Such as a sensitivity and a pattern profile, and 
in improving a mechanical strength, a durability and an ink 
resistance. More specifically, R' can be advantageously a 
group having a cationically polymerizable group, Such as a 
vinyl group or a cyclic ether group. Examples of the com 
pound of the general formula (2) in which a cationically 
polymerizable group is introduced in R' include glycidox 
ypropyl trimethoxysilane, glycidoxypropyl triethoxysilane, 
glycidoxypropyl methyldimethoxysilane, glycidoxypropyl 
methyldiethoxysilane, glycidoxypropyl dimethylmethoxysi 
lane, glycidoxypropyl dimethylethoxysilane, 2-(epoxycyclo 
hexyl)ethyltrimethoxysilane, and 2-(epoxycyclohexyl)ethyl 
triethoxysilane, but the present invention is naturally not 
restricted to such examples. 
The hydrolysable organosilane compound of the general 

formula (1) and the hydrolysable organosilane compound of 
the general formula (2) have a group capable of forming a 
siloxane bond by a hydrolysis/hydration/condensation reac 
tion by one to four units on one Si atom. In the present 
invention, a number of the groups capable of forming a silox 
ane bond on one Siatom is defined as a number of functional 
groups of Such organosilane compound. 

In the structure of the present invention, an inorganic struc 
ture constructed by the siloxane bond formed by the conden 
sation reaction has a very high importance. A mono-func 
tional silane compound can only become an end of the 
siloxane structure and cannot construct a polymeric structure. 
For this reason, in the present invention, the mono-functional 
silane compound is preferably present by 30 mol.% or less in 
the raw material silane. On the other hand, a bi-functional 
silane compound, merely forming a linear structure and inca 
pable of forming a three-dimensionally crosslinked structure, 
is more flexible than in a three-dimensionally crosslinked 
structure and effective for stress reduction, but is preferably 
present by 70 mol.% or less in consideration of the patterning 
characteristics and the strength and durability of the cured 
Substance as a flow path forming member. Also a tetra-func 
tional silane compound is present by 40 mol.% or less and 
preferably by 20 mol.% or less, for controlling the siloxane 
structure and in consideration of the patterning characteris 
tics. Because of the aforementioned reasons, it is important, 
in order to obtain an optimum composition under control of 
the physical properties and the patterning characteristics of 
the coated film (layer), that the hydrolysable organosilane 
compound with an aromatic ring is two- or higher-functional 
and that a tri- or higher-functional hydrolysable organosilane 
compound is present. In case the hydrolysable organosilane 
compound with an aromatic ring is bi-functional, it is impor 
tant to employ a tri-functional silane compound, as the 
hydrolysable organosilane compound without an aromatic 
ring, in an amount of 20 to 100 mol.%. Therefore an orga 
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8 
nosilane compound of characteristics capable of attaining the 
objects of the present invention can be suitably selected. 

In the following, there will be explained a condensate 
including a tri-functional hydrolysable organosilane com 
pound with an aromatic ring, as the component (c-2). Because 
of the aforementioned reasons, this embodiment also satisfies 
conditions that the hydrolysable organosilane compound 
with an aromatic ring is two- or higher-functional and that a 
tri- or higher-functional hydrolysable organosilane com 
pound is present. The condensate as the component (c-2) can 
be obtained by condensing at least a tri-functional hydrolys 
able organosilane compound having an aromatic ring. 

In the present invention, a condensation reaction of the 
hydrolysable organosilane compound can be executed by 
heating in the presence of water, thereby promoting a 
hydrolysis and a condensation reaction. A desired degree of 
condensation can be obtained by Suitably controlling the 
hydrolysis/condensation reaction for example by a tempera 
ture, a time and a pH value. 
A level of proceeding of the condensation reaction (degree 

of condensation) can be defined by a proportion of a number 
of condensed functional groups with respect to a number of 
condensable functional groups. In practice, it can be esti 
mated from a Si NMR measurement, and, for a tri-func 
tional organic silane compound, it can be calculated, from a 
ratio of 

TO: Si atom not bonded to another silane molecule; 
T1: Si atom bonded to a silane molecule through oxygen 

atom; 
T2: Si atom bonded to two silane molecules through oxy 

gen atom; and 
T3: Si atom bonded to three silane molecules through 

OXygen atom; 
by a following equation: 

(1) 
condensation degree (%) = x 100 

Also in case of a bi-functional silane compound, it can be 
calculated, from a ratio of 

D0: Si atom not bonded to another silane molecule: 
D1: Si atom bonded to a silane molecule through oxygen 

atom; and 
D2: Si atom bonded to two silane molecules through oxy 

gen atom; 
by a following equation: 

(2) 
condensation degree (%) = x 100 

The degree of condensation is variable depending on the 
type of the organosilane compound and synthesis conditions, 
but an excessively low condensation degree may deteriorate 
the compatibility to the resin and the coating property. There 
fore the condensation degree is preferably 20% or higher and 
more preferably 30% or higher. 
A resolution can be improved by controlling the degree of 

condensation. In the condensate containing the tri-functional 
hydrolysable organosilane compound, a Summed proportion 
of T0 and T1 is preferably 50% or less, more preferably 30% 
or less. Also the proportion of T3 is preferably 15% or higher, 
more preferably 20% or higher. 
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The ratio of T0, T1 or T3 is calculated according to the 
following equation: 

(3) 
ratio TX (X = 0, 1, 2, 3) = x 100 

Also at the hydrolysis reaction, it is possible to control the 
degree of condensation by utilizing a metal alkoxide as a 
catalyst for the hydrolysis. The metal alkoxide can be, for 
example, aluminum alkoxide, titanium alkoxide, Zirconium 
alkoxide or a complex (such as acetylacetone complex) 
thereof. 
A weight mixing ratio of the cationically polymerizable 

resin of the component (a) and the condensate of the 
hydrolysable organosilane compound of the component (c-1) 
or (c-2) is preferably (a)/(c)=0.1 to 10, more preferably 0.3 to 
3. The weight mixing ratio within Such range allows to 
achieve a better stress reduction, and even better mechanical 
characteristics and patterning characteristics. 

In the nozzle forming material described above, various 
additives may be employed in combination, for the purposes 
of improving the crosslinking density, sensitivity and coating 
property, preventing a Swelling by the ink, providing a flex 
ibility and improving the adhesion with the substrate. For 
example the above-mentioned cationic photopolymerization 
initiator can increase the crosslinking density by heating in a 
presence of a reducing agent. Such reducing agent can be, for 
example, copper (II) trifluoromethanesulfonate or ascorbic 
acid. It is also useful, for preventing a Swelling or a dimen 
sional change in a nozzle portion by the ink, to add a low 
molecular fluorine compound described in Japanese Patent 
Application Laid-Open No. H08-290572. Also a silane cou 
pling agent or a Sulfur-containing compound may be added 
for further improving the adhesion with the substrate and for 
improving the coating property. In the following, there will be 
explained a process for producing the discharge port and the 
ink flow path with the above-described nozzle forming mate 
rial. The present invention is advantageously applicable to a 
method for producing an inkjet recording head in which an 
ink flow path is formed by at least executing a pattern expo 
Sure and a developing process. It is for example applicable to 
a method, as described in Japanese Patent Application Laid 
OpenNo. H06-28.6149, for forming a precise nozzle structure 
by a photolithographic technology, utilizing a photosensitive 
material in the nozzle portion. 
The producing method of the present invention for the ink 

jet recording head allows to prepare an inkjet recording head 
by forming, on a Substrate having an ink discharge energy 
generating element, a flow path forming member by a method 
including: 

1) a step of coating an ink flow path forming material of the 
present invention on the Substrate; 

2) a step of subjecting the ink flow path forming material to 
a pattern exposure; and 

3) a step of forming the ink flow path by a developing 
process, and 

by laminating thereon a Substrate provided with an ink dis 
charge port. 

In the following, the producing method described above 
will be explained with reference to schematic views. FIG. 1A 
shows a Substrate 1 bearing an ink discharge energy generat 
ing element 2, on which an ink flow path forming member 3a 
is formed with a photopolymerizable composition of the 
present invention, and a member having an ink discharge port 
4. FIG. 1B shows these members in a laminated state. An 
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10 
adhesive layer may be employed if necessary. Finally a heat 
ing process is applied if necessary to completely cure the 
nozzle forming material and the photosensitive liquid-repel 
lent material to complete the inkjet recording head. 

In another embodiment of the present invention, there is 
provided a producing method for an inkjet recording head 
including, on a Substrate bearing an ink discharge energy 
generating element: 

1) a step of forming an ink flow path pattern as a mold 
member with a soluble resin; 

2) a step of forming a covering resin layer to constitute ink 
flow path walls with the above-described photopolymer 
izable composition, in Such a position as to cover the 
soluble resin layer; 

3) a step of forming an ink discharge port in the covering 
resin layer above the ink discharge energy generating 
element; and 

4) a step of dissolving out the soluble resin layer. 
In the following, the producing method utilizing the above 

mentioned mold member will be explained with reference to 
schematic views. FIG. 2A is a perspective view of a substrate 
1 on which an ink discharge energy generating element 2 is 
formed. FIG. 2B is a cross sectional view along a line B-B' in 
FIG. 2A. FIG. 2C is a view showing the substrate 1 on which 
an ink flow path pattern 3b as a mold member is formed with 
a soluble resin. The ink flow path pattern 3b is preferably 
formed with a positive photoresist, and particularly prefer 
ably with a photodecomposable positive photoresist of a rela 
tively high molecular weight in order to prevent a profile 
destruction in laminating the nozzle forming material in a 
later step. Then FIG. 2D shows a state where a photocurable 
resin layer 5 is provided on the ink flow path pattern 3b. The 
photocurable resin layer 5 has ability to polymerize by an 
optical or thermal energy, and the photopolymerizable com 
position explained in the foregoing is utilized for this pur 
pose. The photocurable resin layer 5 can be formed by spin 
coating or slit coating, utilizing the photopolymerizable com 
position, diluted with a solvent according to the necessity. 
Then, as shown in FIG. 2E, a pattern exposure is executed 
through a mask and a developing process is executed to form 
a discharge port 4 in a predetermined position of the photo 
curable resin layer 5 as shown in FIG.2F. Then an ink supply 
port 7 is suitably formed in the substrate 1 (FIG. 2G), and the 
ink flow path pattern 3b is dissolved out (FIG.2H). Finally, if 
necessary, a heating process is executed to completely cure 
the photocurable resin layer thereby completing the inkjet 
recording head. 

In case of employing the nozzle forming material of the 
present invention for the photocurable resin layer, the coating 
operation may be executed plural times in order to obtain a 
desired coating thickness. The nozzle forming material of the 
present invention includes reactive groups, namely a photo 
sensitive group and a hydrolysable group. These reactive 
groups still remain even after the pattern exposure and the 
developing process, and can be cured by additional heat or by 
light. As a result, adhesion to the substrate and durability to 
the ink and to a wiping operation can be further improved 
advantageously. 

Also according to the present invention, producing meth 
ods schematically shown in FIGS. 3A to 3D and FIGS. 4A to 
4E are provided. 

FIG. 3A shows a step of forming, on a substrate 1 bearing 
an ink discharge energy generating element 2, a layer (1) of 
the photopolymerizable resin of the present invention. FIG. 
3B shows a state where an ink flow path pattern is formed by 
applying a pattern exposure and a developing process. FIG. 
3C shows a state where a photopolymerizable resin layer 2 is 
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laminated thereon. At the lamination, it is also possible, if 
necessary, to provide an adhesive layer or to utilize a Support 
ing film on the resin layer. FIG. 3D shows a state where, by 
applying an exposure of a pattern of a discharge port and a 
developing process on the photopolymerizable resin layer 2, 
an ink discharge port is formed. Finally a heating process is 
applied if necessary to completely cure the nozzle forming 
material and the photosensitive liquid-repellent material to 
complete the inkjet recording head. 

FIG. 4A shows a step of forming, on a Substrate 1 bearing 
an ink discharge energy generating element 2, a layer (1) of 
the photopolymerizable resin of the present invention. FIG. 
4B shows a state where a pattern exposure is applied thereon 
to form a latent image of an ink flow path pattern. FIG. 4C 
shows a state where a photopolymerizable resin layer 2 is 
laminated thereon. At the lamination, it is also possible, if 
necessary, to provide an adhesive layer or to utilize a Support 
ing film on the resin layer. FIG. 4D shows a state where an 
exposure of a pattern of a discharge port is applied to form a 
latent image of the ink discharge port. FIG. 4E shows a state 
where the ink discharge port and the ink flow path pattern are 
formed by a developing process. Finally a heating process is 
applied if necessary to completely cure the nozzle forming 
material and the photosensitive liquid-repellent material to 
complete the inkjet recording head. 
A composition for the inkjet recording head of the present 

invention can be advantageously utilized in the producing 
methods as described above, and Such producing methods 
allow to obtain an inkjet recording head having a high dura 
bility and a high ink resistance and capable of a high-quality 
image recording. 

EXAMPLES 

In the following, the present invention will be clarified 
further by examples thereof. 

Synthesis Example 1 

A hydrolysable condensate was synthesized by a following 
process. With hydrochloric acid as a catalyst, 55.6 g (0.2 mol) 
of glycidoxypropyl triethoxysilane, 48.1 g (0.2 mol) of phe 
nyl triethoxysilane and 21.6 g of water were stirred at the 
room temperature and then refluxed under heating for 24 
hours to obtain a solution of a hydrolysable condensate. The 
degree of condensation of silane, measured by 'Si NMR, 
was about 69%. 

Example 1 

The compound of Synthesis Example 1 was used for pre 
paring a composition shown in Table 1, thereby obtaining a 
coating Solution. 

TABLE 1. 

(coating composition) 

hydrolysable hydrolysable 230 parts by weight 
condensate condensate solution 

of Synthetic 
Example 1 

epoxy resin EHPE-3150 (Daicel 100 parts by weight 
Chemical) 

cationic photopolymerization SP172 5 parts by weight 
initiator (Asahi Denka) 
reducing agent copper (II) 0.5 parts by weight 

trifluoromethane 
Sulfonate 

solvent ethanol 10 parts by weight 
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12 
The coating Solution of the above-mentioned composition 

was spin coated on a silicon Substrate to form a coated layer, 
which was prebaked for 4 minutes at 90° C. A thickness of the 
coated film was 20 lum. Then it was exposed with a Canon 
mask aligner (MPA600 Super), then heated for 4 minutes at 
90° C., developed with methyl isobutyl ketone and rinsed 
with isopropyl alcohol to form an evaluation pattern. There 
after it was heated for 1 hour at 200° C. to obtain a cured 
Substance. 

Examples 2 to 11 and Comparative Examples 1 to 5 

Hydrolysable condensates shown in Table 2 were synthe 
sized in the same manner as in Example 1. Also compositions 
as shown in Table 1 were prepared in the same manner as in 
Example 1, and Subjected to coating, exposure and develop 
ment to obtain cured substances. 

TABLE 2 

organosilane organosilane organosilane mixing ratio 
compound 1 compound 2 compound 3 (mol%) 

Example 2 HexyITES PhTES 50/50 
Example 3 GPTES Hexy ITES PhTES 10.4OSO 
Example 4 ECETES PhTES 50/50 
Example 5 GPTES DPhDES 50/50 
Example 6 PhTES 100 
Example 7 PhTES DPhDES 50/50 
Example 8 GPTES Hexy ITES PhTES 2O3OSO 
Example 9 GPTES DMDEOS PhTES 2O3OSO 
Example 10 DMDEOS PhTES 50/50 
Example 11 HexyITES DPhDES 50/50 
Comp. Ex. 1 GPTES 100 
Comp. Ex. 2 GPTES DMDEOS 50/50 
Comp. Ex. 3 GPTES Hexy ITES 50/50 
Comp. Ex. 4 DPhDES 100 
Comp. Ex. 5 DMDEOS DPhDES 50/50 

wherein: 

GPTES: glycidoxypropyl triethoxysilane 
PhTES: phenyl triethoxysilane 
DMDEOS: dimethyldiethoxysilane 
Hexy ITES: hexyl triethoxysilane 
ECETES: epoxycyclohexylethyl triethoxysilane 
DPhDES: diphenyldiethoxysilane 

Comparative Example 6 

A composition obtained by eliminating the hydrolysable 
condensates from that shown in Table 1 was used to prepare a 
coated film in the same manner, thereby obtaining a cured 
Substance. 

<Stress Measurement> 

The coated films of Examples 1 to 11 and Comparative 
Examples 1 to 6 were subjected to a stress measurement with 
a thin film property measuring apparatus FLX-2320 to obtain 
results shown in Table 3, which confirmed that the composi 
tion of the present invention could reduce the stress in the 
coated film after curing. 

<Evaluation of Resolution> 

A resolution of each composition was evaluated utilizing a 
line-and-space mask of 2 to 20 um. Also a ratio of T0, T1 and 
T3 structures was measured with Si NMR. Results shown 
in Table 3 were obtained to confirm that the composition of 
the present invention could provide a satisfactory resolution. 
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TABLE 3 

StreSS 
after 

hydrolysable curing resolution TO +T1 
condensates (MPa) (Lm) (%) 

Example 1 GPTES PhTES 26 6 13 
Example 2 HexyITES PhTES 22 6 12 
Example 3 GPTES HexyITES PhTES 19 6 18 
Example 4 ECETES PhTES 27 6 21 
Example 5 GPTES DPhDES 2O 10 32 
Example 6 PhTES 27 6 22 
Example 7 PhTES DPhDES 23 8 30 
Example 8 GPTES HexyITES PhTES 21 10 27 
Example 9 GPTES DMDEOS PTES 23 10 42 
Example 10 DMDEOS PhTES 22 12 50 
Example 11 HexyITES DPhDES – 19 10 26 
Comp. Ex. 1 GPTES 24 20< 
Comp. Ex. 2 GPTES DMDEOS 23 20< 
Comp. Ex. 3 GPTES Hexy ITES - 23 20< 
Comp. Ex. 4 DPhDES – 18 20< 
Comp. Ex. 5 DMDEOS DPhDES – 19 20< 
Comp. Ex. 6 none Ole Ole 32 6 

Example 12 

An inkjet recording head was prepared with the composi 
tion of Example 1 according to the procedure shown in FIGS. 
2A to 2H. At first, on a silicon substrate on which electric-heat 
conversion elements were formed as ink discharge energy 
generating elements, polymethyl isopropenyl ketone 
(ODUR-1010, manufactured by TOKYO OHKA KOGYO 
Co.) was spin coated as a soluble resin layer. It was then 
prebaked for 6 minutes at 120° C. and subjected to a pattern 
exposure with a mask aligner UX3000 manufactured by 
Ushio Inc. The exposure was executed for 3 minutes, and 
development was executed with methyl isobutyl ketone/xy 
lene-2/1 followed by rinsing with Xylene. Polymethyl iso 
propenylketone is so-called positive resist which is decom 
posed by a UV irradiation and becomes Soluble in an organic 
solvent. The pattern of such soluble resin is formed in a 
non-exposed portion at the pattern exposure, for securing an 
ink supplying flow path (FIG. 2C). The soluble resin had a 
thickness of 20 Lum after the development. 

Then a photocurable resin layer of a composition of 
Example 1 was spin coated on the ink flow path pattern 
formed by the soluble resin layer, and was prebaked for 4 
minutes at 90° C. The coating and the prebake were repeated 
three times, to obtain a photocurable resin layer with a final 
thickness of 55um on the ink flow path pattern (FIG. 2D). 
Then a pattern exposure for the ink discharge port was 
executed with a Canon mask aligner MPA600 Super (FIG. 
2E). Then heating was conducted for 4 minutes at 90° C., and 
the discharge port pattern was prepared by a development 
with methyl isobutyl ketone (MIBK) and a rinsing with iso 
propyl alcohol. A discharge port pattern having a sharp pat 
tern edge was obtained in this manner (FIG.2F). Then a mask 
for forming an ink Supply port was placed on the backside of 
the Substrate, and an ink Supply port was formed by an aniso 
tropic etching of the silicon substrate (FIG. 2G). During the 
anisotropic etching of silicon, the Surface of the Substrate 
having the formed nozzle is protected by a rubber-based 
protective film. 

After the anisotropic etching, the rubber-based protective 
film was removed, and a flush UV irradiation was executed 
over the entire surface with UX3000 to decompose the 
soluble resin constituting the ink flow path pattern. Then the 
Substrate was immersed in methyl lactate under an ultrasonic 
application to dissolve out the ink flow path pattern, and was 
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T3 (%) 

25 
34 
27 
25 
2O 
26 
2O 
18 
26 
15 
23 

then heated for 1 hour at 200° C. to completely cure the 
photocurable resin layer (FIG.2H). Finally the inkjet record 
ing head was completed by adhering an ink Supply member to 
the ink Supply port. 

<Evaluation of Print Quality> 
Thus obtained inkjet recording head was filled with a black 

ink BCI-3eBk manufactured by Canon Inc., and was used to 
execute a printing operation. As a result, there was obtained 
an image of a high quality. 

<Evaluation of Storability) 
When the inkjet recording head, after a storage for 2 

months in the ink-filled State, was subjected to a printing 
operation, print quality same as that prior to the storage test 
could be obtained. 

This application claims priority from Japanese Patent 
Application No. 2005-014746 filed on Jan. 21, 2005, which is 
hereby incorporated by reference herein. 

The invention claimed is: 
1. A producing method for an inkjet recording head includ 

ing a Substrate provided with an energy-generating element 
for generating ink discharging energy, a discharge port pro 
vided corresponding to the energy-generating element, an ink 
flow path for Supplying the discharge port withink, and a flow 
path forming member which forms the ink flow path in com 
bination with the Substrate, the method comprising: 

a step of forming a layer of a photocurable resin composi 
tion on the substrate; 

a step of Subjecting the layer of the photocurable resin 
composition to a pattern exposure; 

a step of executing a developing process on the pattern 
exposed layer of the photocurable resin composition, 
thereby forming an ink flow path pattern formed by a 
cured Substance of the photocurable resin composition; 
and 

a step of laminating a Substrate provided with the discharge 
port on the Substrate having the ink flow path, 

wherein the photocurable resin composition contains: 
(a) a cationically polymerizable resin; 
(b) a cationic photopolymerization initiator; and 
(c) a condensate of a bi-functional hydrolysable organosi 

lane compound having an aromatic ring (bi-functional 
indicating two condensable groups present on one Si 
atom) and a tri- or tetra-functional hydrolysable orga 
nosilane compound without an aromatic ring. 
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2. A producing method for an inkjet recording head as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein at least one of the hydrolysable 
organosilane compounds has an alkyl group with 3 or more 
carbon atoms. 

3. A producing method for an inkjet recording head as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein the hydrolysable organosilane 
compound without an aromatic ring has a group capable of a 
cationic polymerization. 

4. A producing method for an inkjet recording head as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein the hydrolysable organosilane 
compound having an aromatic ring has a phenyl group. 

16 
5. A producing method for an inkjet recording head as 

claimed in claim 1, wherein the condensate containing the 
hydrolysable organosilane compound is blended, with 
respect to 100 parts by weight of the cationically polymeriz 

5 able resin, within a range of 10 to 1000 parts by weight. 


