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To all whom it may concern: '

Be it known that I, FRANK A. WoO0DS, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Racine, in the county of Racine and State of
Wisconsin, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Furniture; andI do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof. .

My invention contemplates a simple, eco-
nomical, and knockdown reading and writing
tablet for adjustable connection with a chair,
table, or other convenient support; and it
consists in certain peculiarities of construe-
tion and combination of parts hereinafter set
forth with reference to the accompanying
drawings and subsequently claimed. )

Figure 1 of the drawings represents an ele-
vation of my device with parts thereof in sec-

" tion on planes indicated by the angular dot-
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ted lines 1 1 in Figs. 2 and 4; Fig. 2, a simi-
lar view of the head portion of the device,
partly broken away; Fig. 3, a like view illus-
trating the connection of said device with a
support, the latter being in section, as indi-
cated by line 8 3 in Fig. 1; Fig. 4, a detail
plan view partly in horizontal section, as in-
dicated by line 4 4 in Fig. 3; and Fig. 5, a
view showing one corner of a book or paper
rest constituting part of the aforesaid device.

Referring by letter to the drawings, A rep-
resents a vertical sleeve attachable to a chair,
table, or other convenient support. The
sleeve is herein shown as provided with an
upper lateral lip B, having a dovetail mor-
tise across its under side for the engagement
of a dovetail block C, of leather, rubber, felt,
or other non-abrading material, this block
being readily slipped into place and having
sufficient thickness to prevent contact of said
sleeve-lip with the under surface parallel
thereto..

As herein shown the sleeve-lip B may con-
stitute the upper stationary jaw of a clamp,
the lower jaw of this elamp being a swivel-
button D on the upper end of a screw E, that
has its thread engaging a tapped vertical
opening in anotherlip F, extending laterally
from the sleeve A parallel to the lip afore-
said. '

The sleeve is provided with an aperture,
and extending through this aperture is the
horizontal tongue portion ¢ of a latch G in

pivotal connection with a wing d,thatextends
from said sleeve in a direction at a right an-
gle to that of the aforesaid lips. A recessin
the outer portion of the sleeve serves as a
seat for a spiral spring e, that surrounds a
nipple extending in from the latch, and the
expansive force of the spring exerted against
said latch maintains the tongue ¢ thereof in
working position, the play opposite said
spring being limited by a vertical flange f of
the aforesaid latch coming into contact with
said outer portion of the sleeve adjacent to
the aperture therein. The sleeve is also

shown provided with a tapped opening g for

the engagement of an ordinary set-screw.

Inlooserotative engagement with the sleeve
A isa rod H, shaped at intervals of its length
to provide annular grooves h for the engage-
ment of latch-tongue ¢, these grooves being
preferably beveled away at their bottoms to
permit elevation of the rod, there being au-
tomatic retraction of the latch when this op-
eration takes place.

From the foregoing it will be understood
that the engagement of the latch-tongue ¢
with any one of the grooves /1 will serve to
maintaintherodina corresponding vertically-
adjusted position, said rod being free to ro-
tate unless held against snch movement by
a set-serew that may be engaged with the
tapped opening ¢ in said sleeve. 'The em-
ployment of a set-serew will also serve to hold
the rod at such adjustments in a vertical di-
rection as will not permit of one of its.grooves
being engaged by the latch-tongue.

The upper end of the rod is reduced to form
a pintle ¢ and seat for the socket end j of an
armm-section I, herein shown as having its

other end provided with a pintle & for the

engagement of a socket end m of another
arm-section J, the other end = of the latter
arm-section being also a socket.

‘While it is preferable to employ an exten-
sion-arm made up of the sections1J, thelat-

ter section may be utilized as a stiff non-ex-:

tensible arm in pivotal or rigid connection
with the rod II, or it may be found desirable
to have more than the two arm-sections in
successive swivel-joint connection.

The socket end 7 of arm-section J is for the
engagement of the lower pintle end p of a
shank ¢, having a ratchet-head K, engaged
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by a pivot =, connecting ears s of a bracket
made fast to the under side of a rest I for a
book or writing-paper, the edge of the rest
adjacent to the bracket being preferably pro-
vided with a guard-flange ¢, as herein shown.

‘Hung on a pivot « intermediate of the
bracket-ears s are a pair of detents M, engage-
able with the ratehet-head K of shank ¢, and
a spiral spring V has its ends seated in the
detents above their pivot. By means of the
detents and ratchet-headed shank the rest
may be adjusted to various angles in cither
direetion from a horizontal position.

Held by screws or other suitable means to
the outer side of guard-flange { of rest L are
spring-wires N, that extend outward parallel
to said flange and being bent to form coils
w, that come clear of the flange ends. They
continue on curves of inward bend tolap the
front or back of said rest, as may be found
mosteonvenient. When theseinwardly-bent
free portions of the spring-wires lap the front
of rest L, they serve as leaf-holders for a book
spread open upon the same, but not being
needed for this function they are adjusted by
springing to come back of said rest out of
the way.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The ratchet-head, a rest for books or
writing material provided with a bracket hav-
ing ears thereof in pivotal connection with
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the ratehet - head, a pivol connecting the
bracket-ears, a pair of head-engaging detents
hung on the pivot, a spring interposed be-
tween the detents above the pivot, and suit-
able means for the support of said ratchet-
head.

2. Therest Lprovided with the guard-flange
t, and the spring-wires N made fast to said
flange to extend outward parallel thereto,
these wires being bent to form coils w clear
of the flange ends and continued on curves
of inward bend to lap the front or back of
said rest as may be found econvenient.

3. The vertical sleeve attachable to a con-
venient support, a rod adjustable in the
sleeve, an arm in connection with the upper
end of the rod, a ratchet having s shank en-
gageable with the arm, a rest for books or
writing material provided with abracket hav-
ing ears thereof in pivotal connection with
the ratchet-head, a pivot connecting the
bracket-ears, a pair of head-engaging detents
hung on the pivot, and a spring interposed
between the detents above the pivot.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand, at Racine, in the
county of Racine and State of Wisconsin, in
the presence of two witnesses.

FRANK A. WOODS.

Witnesses:
FRED. W. MARTIX,
GEo. D. FELLOWS.

40

45

50

55

6o




