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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES MALONE, of
Louisville, in. the county of Jefferson and
State of Kentueky, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Safety-Envelopes, of
whiech the following is a full, clear, and exact
description.

This invention relates to envelopes used
for holding money, currency, bonds, or other
valuables; and its object is to produce an en-
velope that, when sealed and folded, cannot
be opened by steaming and the contents
thereof cannot be reached by instruments in-
serted through the joints or seams without
the palpable mutilation of theenvelope. Such
envelope, while applicable for various safety
purposes or uses, will be found of special ad-
vantage to express companies, who are fre-
quently robbed by having money packages,
which are entrusted to them for transporta-
tion, “weeded,” or, in other words, the con-
tents of the packages abstracted by means of
instruments inserted through the seams or
joints of the envelope, by which the contents
are withdrawn without breaking the seal or
damaging the envelope.

The invention consists in a blank of pecu-
liar construction, as hereinafter fully de-
scribed, and pointed out in the claim.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar figures and letters of refer-
ence indicate corresponding parts in all the
views.

Figure 1 represents an inside face view of
the envelope-blank -ready for being folded;
Figs. 2, 8, 4, and 5 are views showing succes-
sive stages in the folding and securing of the
envelopes, Fig. 4 representing the envelope
ready for the reception of contents; and Iig.
6 shows a back view of the completely closed
and sealed envelope.

A in Fig. 1 of the drawings indicates the
envelope-blank, made in one piece of paper
or other suitable material, and the marginal
configuration of which leaves a front body
part 1, having side wings 2 2, which are ex-
tended to form a flap portion 3, having slop-
ing sides 4 4, and so that this flap portion 3
has projecting from it intermediately of its

length a dovetail-shaped sub-flap piece 5.
On the opposite marginal side.of the front
body part 1 is an adjacent back body part 6,
having a projecting flap-piece 7 intermedi-
ately of its length. The dotted lines in said
Fig. 1 of the drawings indicate where the
folds are made in the blank and which form
the different joints or seams in the envelope
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when closed, and the portions marked 8 .

throughout the several figures of the drawing
indicate where mucilage or adhesive material
is applied to different parts of the envelope
when closed.

To cement or secure and fold the blank the
latter is first folded on the longitudinal line
b, which separates the front body part 1 from
the back body part 6. This brings the line
¢, which divides said back body part 6 from
the flap-piece 7, up to the longitudinal line d,
and the outer longitudinal margin of the flap-
piece 7 upto theline ¢, which divides the flap-
piece 3 from the sub-flap piece 5. Such isthe
position of the parts shown in Fig. 2 of the
drawings. Besidestheselongitudinal folding
or dividing lines b, ¢, d,and e there are other
cross or dividing folding-lines f f, extending
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from the ends of the base of the flap 7 to the -

junection of the sloping marginal sides of the
flap-piece 3 with the line e, also diagonal
folding-lines ¢ ¢, h h,¢ 4, and ik, forming, re-
spectively, end and crossing folding portions
or flaps 9 9, 1010, 11 11, 12 12, 13 13, and 14
14. The mucilage or adhesive material 8 is
applied on the inner side of the envelope-
blank to the marginal portions of the flap 7,
the fiap or folding portions 910, and the outer
marginal portion of the sub-flap 5, and on the
opposite or outer side of the blank to the
folding portions 14, and, if desired, along the
base of the diagonally folding portions 11, ad-
jacent to the lines h i, such mucilage serving
to adhere said folding portions or flaps, when
turned over or down, to the adjacent parts
with which they necessarily come in contact
as the blank is continued to be folded or
closed.. After the parts have assumed the po-
sition shown in Fig. 2 the parts 11 and 10 are
folded over on the lines &, as shown in Fig. 8.

-This completely covers the end flaps or por-
tions 9. Next fold over, on the lines f, the 1oo
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folded -over portions 11, including the end
flaps 9, parts 10 12, and sloping side portions
of the flap 3, and afterward fold down or over
these the sub-flaps 4, all as shown in Fig. 4.
This covers the inner flaps, protecting them
from interference by instruments inserted
from the outside; and here it should be re-
membered that the gummed end flaps 9,
gummed portions 10, gummed lower or back-
flap.7, and gummed sub-flaps 5, are all made
to firmly adhere to the surfaces on which
they are folded. The diagonal flap-like por-
tions having mucilage on their backs, with
their adjacent folded-over portions 13, are
then turned down or over on the lines I,
and afterward the upper folded portions
turned down or over on the line d, the
gummed backs of the flap portions 14 ad-
hering to the back of the envelope, after
which the envelope is secured by seals s, as
shown in Fig. 6. In this construction of en-
velope both the bottom and end flaps are
equally and similarly secured. The primary
joints or seams are first closed with adhesive
material, rendering the contents as safe as in
any ordinary envelope, independent of the
subsequent folds. Also, by the subscquent
folds the first-named joints or seams are so
covered and protected that they cannot be
subjected to the process of steaming and are
beyond the reach of instruments inserted
from without. Again, all the edges of the en-
velope are of double thickness and all the
corners thereof of quadruple thickness, there-
by making a strong and durable as well as
safe envelope.

As envelopes are often robbed by deftly
splitting one of their exposed edges with a
sharp knife, removing parts of the contents,

463,906

and closing the aperture by touching the
edges of the split slightly with muecilage and
cementing them together again, I provide
against this possible risk or give still further
security to my envelope, as follows: I pro-
tect the edges of the envelope, or such of
them as when the envelope is folded and
closed are accessible from the exterior, by
smearing the interior of the envelope at such
parts with a non-adhesive substance, so far
as the contignous surfaces are concerned.
The layer m’ of said substance thus applied,
as shown in Fig. 1, T make of gum shellac
dissolved in alcohol in equal parts or there-
about. This preparation can be applied.as
readily as mucilage and dries about as quick-
ly. Whendry, it is impervious to water, and
paper treated with it cannot be united or
stuck together with the ordinary commerecial
pastes or mucilage. Consequently the appli-
cation of this water-proof material prevents
the exposed edges of the envelope from being
split and resealed or united again.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

The herein-described envelope-blank, con-
sisting of the back body portion 6, having
end flaps 9 and the side flap 7, and the front
body portion 1, having side wings 2, project-
ing beyond the flaps 9 and extended in con-
nection with the body portion to form the
flap 3, having the dovetail-shaped flap 5 pro-
jecting from it, as specified.

JAMES MALONE.
Witnesses:
J. P. BORUTF,
GEO. S. STEIN.
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