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Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Oct. 22,1912.

Application filed October 18, 1911 Serial No. 655,364,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Daxmr Kors, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing in the
borough of Manhattan, in the city, county,
and State of New York, have invented an
Improvement in Apparel-Corsets, of which
the following is a specification. )

My inventicn relates to improvements in
corsets having skirt extensions, otherwise
and hereinafter termed “skirts™, with the
object of preventing the skirts and lower
portions of the front steels moving forward
or outward from the figure and the skirts
doubling or rising above the lower ends of
the corset proper,—particularly in a sitting
position and thereby disturbing the fit and
set of outer garments and creating an un-
sightly appearance.

Tn the device of my invention, I employ
a tension member at the front at either side
of the front edges and at the lower edge of
and below the corset proper, which at simi-
lar ends are sewed to the upper part of the
skirts at the front parts of the hip sections
and which extend toward the front and are
attached to the front portions of the corset
at and below the front steels, at which
places connecting devices are employed to
connect and so close both edges of the corset
at the front and exert a holding-in tension
upon the lower ends of the steels. The skirt
may be divided from the lower edge up to
the lower edge of the corset proper between
the end attachments of the tension members
to the skirts. Where these divisions of the
skirts are employed the two lower parts
overlap and these parts are preferably con-
nected at the bottom edges of the skirts by a
hose supporter which under tension of use
holds the two parts together; hence tension
upon the hose supporters in use holds down
the skirts around the figure and pulls down
upon the corset so that the figure is snugly
inclosed and the set of outer garments made
quite perfect.

Tn the drawings, Figure 1 is an elevation
of the inner surface at the front and lower
portion of the corset to which the device of
my improvement is connected. Figs. 2 and
8 are horizontal sections at about the dotted
lines # @ and y v of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a ver-
tical section at the dotted line z # of Fig. 1,
and Fig. 5 is an elevation of the inner sur-
face at the front and lower portion of a cor-
set showing a modified form of my inven-

tion. The respective halves of Fig. 1 show
forms of my invention.

The art of corsets as constructed of late,
includes extensions helow the corset proper,
or in other words, the corset proper stops be-
low the bones, and the skirts employed are
limp and without any stiffening devices
which impart form to the skirt so as to
make it more comfortable for the wearer to
sit down. It is also preferable that these
skirts should not be connected at the front
below the corset proper, or at an appreciable
distance below the corset proper, so that
there may be an opportunity in the sitting
position of the wearer for these skirt mem-
bers to part for the comfort of the wearer,
and where there is no device controlling the
parting of the skirt members to compensate
for the natural spread of the figure in a sit-
ting position over and above a standing po-
sition, the lower ends of the steels are apt to
extend forward and the sitting figure cannot
be comfortable and the clothing will not fit
snugly, and while it is necessary in many
corsets employing skirts to use abdominal
supporting members, or hip confining de-
vices in connection with these skirts, it is
also not necessary in other corsets having
skirts to employ these devices; still it is es-
sential that the lower ends of the steels be
held in toward the figure and there be some
means of preventing the skirt rising or
doubling over the lower ends of the steels
and assuming not only an uncomfortable po-
sition but an unsightly condition with refer-
ence to the fit of outer clothes, and it is to
these matters that the device of my inven-
tion has special reference.

Tn the figures of the drawing similar let-
ters or numerals of reference indicate simi-
lar parts.

@ and b represent the lower front portions
of a corset proper in connection with which
9 and 3 are the front steels, 4 the fastening
devices and «* b* the usual stays or bones
preferably arranged in pairs in bone pockets
provided therefor. The place of termina-
tion or lower ends of the front steels will be
seen to be just below the lower fastening de-
vice 4 and from this point or line across Fig.
1 the skirts ¢ and d extend to the lower edge
of the corset and are provided with hose
supporters ¢ e, ¢* ¢, ¢* 2. The hose sup-
porters ¢ ¢ are directly beneath the front
steels, the hose supporters ¢* ¢* spaced apart
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therefrom and the hose supporters e? ¢ come
over the hips as usual. These skirts may be
divided vertically as will appear more fully
from Fig. 3 and the left hand side of Fig. 1
between the front edges and the parts over
the thighs, so that while the front divisional
edge is represented at 5 the back divisional
edge is represented at 6, consequently, the
skirt portions ¢ @* overlap, and where they
overlap, their lower edges are each provided
with an auxiliary hose supporter member ¢3,
the lower ends of which are sewed together
and also to the upper end of one of the hose
supporters ¢', consequently, when tension is
applied to the hose supporter ¢, the aux-
iliary members ¢® are brought together and
the overlapping portions of the skirts are
held together in line with equal tension ap-
plied thereto from the lower edge of the
corset proper.

The special device of my invention relates
to the tension members or elastic straps f.
These elastic tension members or straps are
connected at similar ends or ends distant
from the front steels to the skirts ¢ and d* at
the front parts of the hip sections at about
the lines 7 and they extend forward entirely
below the corset stays or bones a® b* toward
the front and are attached to the front por-
tions ¢ d of the skirts at the lower end of
and below the front steels and at which
places connecting devices are employed to
hold together and close the front edges of
the skirts. These fastening devices comprise
the hook member % and the eye-member k,
both of which are secured by rivets 8 or
equivalent eyelets to the double thickness
fabric of the edges of the skirts ¢ d below
the front steels. Therefore, in removing the
corset it is very easy to unfasten these hook
devices. As will appear from Fig. 1, these
tension members or elastic straps f are upon
the under-surface of the skirts, near the
meeting edges of the corset, and pass be-
neath the fabric strips which form the
pockets of the front steels 2 3 and are se-
cured in place along the lines 9, or in any
other desired manner. The upper edges of
these elastic straps # come above the lower
ends of the front steels and their lower edges
about midway in the height of the fastening

‘devices % %, consequently the upper rivets or

equivalent fastening “devices also pass
through the forward ends of the elastic
straps f and assist in holding the same in
place. Below the fastening device % % the
skirts are unstiffened and flexible so as to
yield in a sitting posture of the wearer.
The particular action and function per-
formed by the structure of my invention is
to simultaneously hold the meeting edges of
the corset parts together just below the steels
and to hold in or bend in the lower ends of
the steels to the figure of the wearer and
prevent an outward bulging movement of

1,042,126

the steels. Further, this holding or bending
in of the steels at their lower ends causes a
conformation of the corset to the figure and
a grip which prevents the corset rising up
when the wearer sits down. The tension also
assists in holding the abdomen down, pre-
venting protrusion.

In the form of my invention shown in
Fig. 5, T employ an elastic strap tension
member f', secured at one end, that is, the
end distant from the front steels, to the skirt
at the forward part of the hip section. The
other end of the member f* is formed with
integral diverging straps f* /3. The strap
/* extends upward toward the front and is
attached to the front portion d of the skirt
at the lower end of the front steel. The con-
necting device % or 4 is secured below the
lower end of the steel at the edge of the
skirt 4. The elastic strap tension member
also comes entirely below the corset stays or
bones b or a.

The manner of connecting the strap 72 at
the place of attachment of the fastening de-
vice % is immaterial so long as the connection
is firm and secure for tension. The strap f*
occupying a diverging position to thaf of
the strap f2 extends to the lower end of the
steel 3 and is connected thereto by the rivet
or eyelet 11. Thus with the line of tension
of the strap /* two diverging lines of tension
are established by the straps f° and f°,
branching therefrom, the one pulling on the
skirt fasteners at their meeting edoes and
the other pulling on the corset steels, hence
both lines of tension tend to pull the lower
part of the corset and skirts toward the fig-
ure for a flattened and supporting effect.
If desired, a rivet or eyelet 11 may also be
employed to connect the elastic straps f to
the lower ends of the steels, as shown in
Fig. 1.

The device of my invention further pro-
vides in a sitting position for the spread,
or in other words, apparent elongation of
the skirts, because of the separate divided
portions which come directly above the hose
supporters ¢* ¢®. This permits the skirt to
spread for the spreading fullness in the
sitting posture, so that the skirts do not
become unduly stretched or distorted or
tear. The divided skirt parts which are
connected to the auxiliary hose supporters
¢* and the hose supporter ¢', however, have
a limiting influence to control the extent
of this breadth, also have the desired effect
upon the position of the skirts in relation
to the spread of the figure in a sitting po-
sition. The parts at once assume their nor-
mal position in the standing posture of the
figure and under tension of the hose sup-
porters. 1In the sitting posture when the
change of position of the wearer causes
the figure to spread to a greater breadth
than the standing posture, these tension
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members yield. This is equally true with
either form of my invention shown in the
drawings. In yielding the tension is in-
creased, and the skirts being brought below
the lower ends of the corset, the tension is
applied tohold in the figureat the abdominal
region sufficient to keep the skirts down be-
low the line of such tension members and
prevent them rising above the lower ends
of the steels and prevent them being forced
downward, both of which functions con-
spire for the comfort of the wearer and for
the appearance and fit of the outer garment.

The tension members of my invention are
located on the under side of the corset, be-
cause, when on the under side, the elastic
fabric is free to contract or expand inde-
pendent of the material of the corset or its
influence, and is only influenced by the body
of the wearer which comes inside the same.
Where the elastic fabric comes on the out-
side of the corset material, the latter has a
frictional hold and retarding influence on
the action of the elastic, which prevents
satisfactory action either in contraction or
elongation.

T claim as my invention:

1. In an apparel corset, and in combina-
tion with the halves of the corset proper, of
tension members comprising straps of elastic
webbing located on the corset at the under
surface thereof and entirely below the corset
stays and occupying a substantially hori-
zontal position, the rear ends of the elastic

8

webbing attached to the corset at about the
forward part of the hip sections and the
front ends of said webbing connected to
the front edges of the corset and lower ends
of the corset steels and other fastening de-
vices for the corset halves located entirely
below the corset steels as and for the pur-
poses specified.

2. In an apparel corset, and in combina-
tion with the halves of the corset proper,
of skirts forming prolongations from the
lower edges of the corset proper, tension
members occupying substantially a horizon-
tal position against the under-surface of the
skirts and at their distant ends connected
to the skirts at about the forward part of
the hip sections, a fastening device connect-
ed to the meeting edges of the skirts and
the other ends of the tension members also
connected adjacent thereto and at the lower
ends of the steels for tension between their
distant ends, and the means securing the
ends of the tension members adjacent to
the front edges of the corset halves consist-
ing of a line of sewing, the rivets of the
fastening devices and rivets through the
lower ends of the front steels.

Signed by me this 117" day of October
1911.

DANIEL KOPS.

‘Witnesses:
Gro. T. PiNcENEY,
Berrma M. ALLEN.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the * Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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