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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

CLIFTON WII ARTON CLIFTON, OF PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY. 

ATTACHMENT FOR TRUNKS. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 388,634, dated August 28, 1888. 
Application filed February 13, 1 SS8, 

To al., whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CLIFTON WHARON 

CLIFTON, a citizen of the United States, and a 
resident of Princeton, Mercer county, New 
Jersey, have invented certain Improvements in 
Attachments for Trunks, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. 
One object of my invention is to provide a 

trunk With a simple, cheap, and strong at 
tachment for Supporting the trunk at such a 
height that convenient access to the interior of 
the same is permitted without stooping or 
bending, a further object being to so construct 
the Supporting-frames that they will act as 
braces for and retainers of the lid when the 
trunk is closed. These objects I attain in the 
manner hereinafter set forth, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a trunk 
provided with my improved attachment, the 
latter being shown at the right hand as adjusted 
to the Supporting position and at the left hand as 
adjusted to the bracing position, the reversepo 
sition in each case being shown by dotted 
lines. Fig. 2 is a sectional plan view of the 
trunk on a somewhat larger scale, showing one 
of the Supporting and bracing frames partially 
extended. Fig. 3 is a view, on a still larger 
scale, of a portion of the device; and Fig. 4 is a 
diagran illustrating modified forms of the at 
tachment. 
The provision of an ordinary trunk with 

Solne simple means whereby the trunk can be 
Supported at such a height as to permit access 
to the interior of the same without stooping or 
kneeling is a desideratum: but so far as I know 
the supporting structures hitherto proposed 
have been of such an expensive and inconven 
ient character as to be practically valueless. 
The aim of any invention has been to pro 

vide a trunk with a supporting device of a 
simple, strong, and inexpensive clharacter 
which when not in use will be practically out 
of the way, will not occupy valuable space, and 
will not interfere with the ordinary handling 
of the trunk. I so construct the supporting 
device, moreover, that it will serve the addi 
tional purpose of a brace and retainer for the 
lid when the trunk is closed and the device is 
not used as a support for the same, thus ob. 
viating the expense and inconvenience of the 
usual strap. 

Serial No. 263,801, No model.) 

As shown in Figs. I and 2, the Supporting 
device comprises opposite frames AA, each 
having opposite side bars, (, pivoted at their 
lower ends to suitable plates, b, secured to the 
front and rear of the trunk adjacent to the lower 
corners of the same, said side bars being bent 
at their upper ends, and these bent portions 
a being connected by a transverse bar, d, so 
that the whole frame is rigid and deflection of 
one of the side lars independently of the other 
is prevented. 
To theside bars of each frame are hung brace 

bars f, the free ends of which carry pins (1, pass 
ing through slots in guide-platesh, Secured to 
the front and back of the trunk, to which are also 
secured retainer-plates i, having openings i 
for the reception of the pins () of the brace-bars 
when the frames A are adjusted either to the 
Supporting position (shown by full lines at the 
right and by dotted lines at the left in Fig. ,) 
or to the locking and bracing position, (show 11 
by full lines at the left and by dotted lines at 
the right in said figure,) the pins being retained 
in the openings i' by means of Springs in, which 
act upon buttons n, carried by the pins, Said 
buttons also serving to prevent the withdrawal 
of the pins from the slots in the guide-plates h. 
As a further means of locking the pins (1 in 

the openings i', I in some cases pivot to each 
retainer-plate or to the guide-plate at a point 
midway between the openings a lockiing 
lever, p, which has a stem projecting beyond 
the guide-plate and constructed for the recep 
tion of a suitable operating key or handle by 
which said lever may be turned so as to bear 
upon the outer faces of the buttons in of the 
two brace-bars, as shown in Fig. 3, and thus 
effectually prevent, the withdrawal of the pins 
of from the openings i' in the retainer-plate. 
Supposing that the frames \ ure adjusted to 

the position for supporting the trunk and that 
the latter has been lacket and the lid closed, 
the free ends of the brace la's of one of the 
supporting frames are pulled laterally, so as to 
free their pins of from the openings i' in the 
retainer-plates, and the frame A can then be 
moved in the direction of the arrow at the 
right-hand side of Fig. 1, the pins sliding along 
the faces of the retainer-plates and being guided 
by the slots in the plates I. The outward 
movement of the pins continues until the frame 
A projects straight out from the end of the 
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trunk; but as the movement of the frame co 
tinues a reverse movement is imparted to the 
brace-bars and the pins slide inward along the 
retaining-plates until, when the frame finally 
reaches the raised position, the pins of again 
engage with the openings i' in the retainer 
plates and lock the brace-bars in position. 
The Opposite frame A is then likewise manipu. 
lated. 
On the ends of the lid of the trunk are pro 

jecting lugs s, and when the frames A are ad 
justed to the raised position these lugs form 
bearing-shoulders for the bars (lofsaid frames, 
which thus confine the lid vertically to the 
body of the trunk irrespective of the lock and 
hinges, the bars d serving to prevent any lon. 
gitudinal movement of the lid on the trunk, 
and the bent portions a' of the sidebars, a, over. 
lapping the front and rear of the lid at the 
ends and serving to confine said lid laterally 
in position, the lid and body being thereby so 
firmly braced and retained in their proper re 
lation to each other that the trunk is much 
better calculated to withstand rough handling 
than a trunk having only the ordinary fasten. 
ing devices for the lid. 

In the outer face of each guide-plate I, on 
each side of the center of the same, are diago 
mal slots ac, which receive the brace-bars when 
the latter are in either of their extreme posi 
tions, these slots thus serving as aids in lock 
ing the brace-bars. 
Although I prefer the construction of piv 

oted frames, brace-bars, guide-plates, and re. 
tainer-plates which I have shown and de 
scribed, it will be evident on referring to Fig. 
4 that these parts may be very materially modi 
fied without departing from the essential fea 
tures of my invention. For instance, a vertical 
ly-sliding frame, A, properly guided, may take 
the place of a pivoted frame, A, as shown at 
the left-hand side of Fig. 4, and the brace-bars 
may be pivoted to the trunk-body and secured 
to the side bars, a, by hooks, thumb-screws, 
or other equivalent fastenings, as also shown 
at the left in Said figure; or the reverse con 
struction may be adopted, the brace-bars be 
ing pivoted to the side bars and secured to the 
trunk-body by suitable fastenings, as shown 
at the right; or, in other cases, a single brace. 
bar extending from the side bar of one frame 
to that of the other may be used, as shown by 
dotted lines, suitable means being employed 
to Secure the opposite ends of this brace bar to 
the side bars of the frames; and although, for 
the reason above given, it is preferred to con 
nect the opposite side bars of each frame by 
means of a transverse bar, d, said connecting 
bar may, if desired, be constructed to pass 
over the top of the lid, as shown at the right 
hand side of Fig. 4, or may even be dispensed 
with in Some cases, as shown at the left-hand 
side of said figure. 
Having thus described my invention, there. 

fore I claim and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

388,634 

1. The coin bination of a trunk with op)0 
site frames carried thereby and constructed to 
Cimbrace the ends of the lid of the trilk when 
clevated, Said frames being adjustable, so as to 
project beneath the trunk and provide sta)- 
ports for the same, all substantially as speci 
fied. 

2. The combination of a trunk with oppo 
site frames pivoted thereto near the lower Outer 
corners, winereby they can be turned down to 
serve as supports for the trunk or be turned 
up so as to constitute braces for the same, all 
substantially as specified. 

3. The combination of the trunk, the oppo 
site frames carried thereby and adjustalle so 
as to form either supports or braces, and brace 
bars serving to confine said frames when ad 
justed to either of their extreme positions, all 
substantially as specified. 

4. The combination of a trank with verti 
cally-adjustable supporting and bracing frames 
connected to the trunk at its opposite ends, 
each frame comprising opposite side bars bent 
at their upper ends and connected by a trans 
verse bar, all sulbstantially as specified. 

5. The combination of a trunk having a 
shouldered lid with opposite vertically-adjust 
able frames which, when depressed, form sup 
ports for the trunk and when raised engage 
with the shoulders on the lid and confine said 
lid to the body of the trunk, all substantially 
as specified. 

6. The combination of the trunk having re 
tainer-plates, the opposite frames pivoted to 
the trunk at the lower outer corners, and 
brace-rods pivoted to the side bars of the 
frames and engaging at their free ends with the 
retainer-plates on the trunk, all substantially 
as specified. 

7. The combination of the trunk, the oppo 
site frames pivoted to the same at its lower outer 
corners, the brace-bar's hung to the side bars 
of said frames, the retainer-plates for the free 
ends of said brace bars, and slotted guide 
plates therefor, all substantially as specified. 

S. The combination of the trunk having a 
retaining-plate and slotted guide-plate with 
the pivoted end frames having brace-bars with 
locking-pins at their inner (ends, said pins be 
ing provided with buttons contained between 
the guide-plate and retailer-plate, all substan 
tially as specified. 

9. The combination of the trunk, its guide 
plate and retaining - plate, the pivoted end 
fraines and their brace-bars having locking 
pins with buttons thereon, and springs for 
acting upon said buttons to cause the engage 
inent of the pins with the openings in the re 
tainer-plate, all substantially as specified. 

10. The combination of the trunk, its re 
taining - plate and guide-plate, the opposite 
pivoted end frames and their bracing - bars 
having locking-pins with buttons thereon, and 
a pivot.cd locking-lever constructed to cngage 
said buttons, all substantially as specified. 

11. The combination of the trunk, the op 
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posite adjustable frames, the brace-bars there 
for, and the guide-plate having reversely-in 
clined slots on opposite sides of the center for 
receiving and locking said brace-bars in either 

5 of their extreme positions, all substantially as 
specified. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my name 

to this specification in the presence of two sub 
scribing witnesses. 

CILITON WIIARTON CLIFTON. 
Witnesses: 

WILLIAM D. CoNNER, 
ARRY SMI IT II. 


