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Beit known that I, JosePH. S. DUNCAN, 
citizen of the United States, residing at 

Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 
of Illinois, have invented certain new and useful Improvements in Printing Devices, 
of which the following is a i. ation. . 
This invention relates to that class of 

printing devices in which the printing char 
acter's are stamped up in relief on one face 
of a metal sheet, the devices being adapted 
to be run through an addressing machiné for 
the purpose of printing addresses and other 
tired information on envelops, and the 
Ke. - 

The primary object of the present inven 
tion is the provision of a device of novel con 
struction, which will space the devices apart, 
when they are stacked or nested, sufficiently 
to prevent injury to the printing faces of 
the type and which will present only smooth 
and rounded surfaces along the longitudinal 
margins thereof, thus obviating any tend 
ency of the devices to interlock or cling 
together. - 

the invention in one of its preferred em- d 0 ing a printing portion, and longitudinally bodiments will be best understood by refer 
ence to the following description when con 
sidered in connection with the accompany 
ing drawings. Referring to the drawings-Figure 1 is a 
face view of a printing device embodying 
my invention; and Fig.2 is a transverse sec 
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tional view taken, on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1. 
The printing device is preferably formed 

of a single sheet of metal providing a cent 
tral printing portion 5 from the body of 
which the printing characters 6 are stamped 
up, and the marginal spacing portions 7 
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adapted to space the devices apart to pre 
vent.injury to the printing characters when 
the devices are stacked or nested. The spac 
ing portions are formed by bending the 
metal along each longitudinal edge of the 
printing portion first upwardly and out 
wardly to provide the inclined portion 8, 
and then outwardly to form the flat face 9 
which is disposed substantially in the plane 
with the printing faces of the printing char 

i50 

55 

acters 6. The metal outside the faces 9 is 
then rolled downwardly and inwardly, the 
edges 11 being elevated slightly with re 
spect to the lower faces 12 of the margins 
and terminating beneath the inclined por 
tion 8 adjacent to the edges of the printing 

portion and substantially in the plane of the 
printing portion. The lower faces 13 of the 
margins, are, therefore, inclined upwardly 
from the lowest point 12 and the edges 1 
of the metal are protected so that no corners 
or edges are exposed which might engage 
with adjacent devices in a stack and cause 
the devices to interlock or cling together. 
...If it be desirable to-arrange the devices 
in accordance with a card index system the Spacing flanges may be provided with slots 
to receive suitable index tabs, or, the index 
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tabs may be attached thereto in any well. 
known or preferred manner. 

It will be manifest that my novel print 
ing device presents no sharp g or cor 
ners, that the marginal spacing flanges ex 
tend both above and below the normal plane 
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of the metal and, that when a number of . 
the devices are stacked together the spacing 75 
flanges will space the devices apart suffi. 
ciently to prevent contact with or injury to 
the printing faces of the printing characters 
on one device by a contiguous device. . 

... I claim: . 80 
1. A sheet metal printing device, compris 

disposed marginal spacing portions extend 
ing at the edges of the device, throughout 
the entire length of the device, above and 85 
below the plane of the metal from which the 
printing characters are formed, and having 
the longitudinal edges of the metal disposed 
contiguous to the printing portion of the de 
vice so as to be incapable of engaging with. 90 
a similar device, the ends of said device 
between the spacing portions being disposed 
in the original plane of the metal from 
which the device is formed. 

2. A sheet metal printing device, com prising a printing portion having printing 
characters stamped up therefrom, and a 
longitudinally extending marginal spacing 
portion, the upper face of said spacing por 
tion being disposed substantially in the 
plane of the printing faces of the printing 
characters on said printing portion and the 
lower face of the spacing portion being dis 
posed below the plane of the metal from 
which the printing characters are stamped 
up, the lower faces of said spacing portions 
being inclined upwardly from the margin 
of the device toward the printing portion. 

3. A sheet metal printing device, compris 
ing a printing portion having printing char-, 110 
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acters stamped up therefrom, and longitudi 
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nally extending spacing portions comprising 
the margins of the metal inclined upwardly 
and outwardly at the edges of the printing 
portion, then bent outwardly substantially 
parallel with the plane of the printing por 
tion, then rolled downwardly and inwardly 
to dispose the edges of the metal adjacent 
to the edges of the printing portion, the lower 
faces of the spacing portions being inclined 
upwardly from the outer edges of the device 
toward the printing portion. 

4. A sheet metal printing device, compris 
ing a printing portion having printing char 
acters stamped up from one face thereof, 
and longitudinally extending marginal spac 
ing portions comprising the margins of the 
metal bent upwardly substantially flush with 
the upper faces of said printing characters 
and rolled downwardly below the plane of 
the lower face of the printing portion and 
then inclined upwardly to dispose the edges 
of the metal substantially in the plane of the 
printing portion and at the edges thereof. 

5. A sheet metal printing device, compris 
ing a printing portion provided with print 
ing characters stamped up from the body of 
the metal, and marginal spacing portions 
extending above and below the body of the 
printing portion, Said spacing portions con 
sisting of the longitudinal margins of the 
metal sheet bent upwardly, then down 

i,084,696 

wardly and inwardly, and again upwardly 
to position the edges of the metal above the 
lower faces of the spacing portions. 

6. A printing device comprising a metal 
sheet provided on one face with printing 
characters stamped up from the body of the 
metal, the metal along the longitudinal mar 
gins of the device being bent to dispose the 
upper faces of the margins at the edges of 
the device above the normal plane of the 
metal from which the characters are 
stamped up and the lower faces of the mar 
gins below the normal plane of said metal, 
the edges of the metal terminating within 
the boundaries of the margins and above the 
lower faces thereof. 

7. A printing device comprising a strip 
of sheet metal haying marginal spacing por 
tiens extending above and below the normal 
plane of the metal strip along the longitudi 
nal edges thereof, the metal forming said 
spacing portions being elevated at the nar 
gins of the device above the original plane 
and then bent downwardly and inwardly to 
dispose the edges thereof beneath the ele 
vated portions and substantially in the orig 
inal plane of the metal. 

JOSEPH S. DUNCAN. 
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