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1. 

This invention relates to a spreader for use 
in Smoothing tubular fabric. 
At the present time, when a length of tubular 

fabric has been produced, as by knitting, Weaving 
or the like, the fabric may be bleached, dyed or 
otherwise treated, and is then ironed and Wound 
up in rolls for cutting into predetermined lengths. 
At the time the tubular fabric has been bleached, 
dyed or the like, it is necessary when passing 
the fabric through the ironing rolls to spread or 
laterally stretch the fabric ahead of the ironing 
rolls. It is, therefore, an object of this invention 
to provide a fabric spreader adapted to be in 
serted within the tubular fabric which will 
spread out the Wrinkled fabric immediately 
ahead of the ironing rolls and Which is SO COn 
structed as to withstand the pulling strain on 
the fabric caused by the pull of the ironing rolls. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a spreader of this kind which is formed of a U 
shaped tube or rod having the forward ends of 
the parallel sides connected together by a con 
necting bar with the U-shaped member braced 
against collapSing by means of bracing bar's fixed 
between the U-shaped member and the connect 
ing bar. 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

a fabric spreader of this kind which by reason 
of its braced construction will last for a greater 
period of time than spreaders at present avail 
able or at present in use. 
To the foregoing objects, and others which 

may hereinafter more fully appear, the inven 
tion consists of the novel construction, combi 
nation and arrangement of parts, as will be more 
specifically referred to and illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, but it is to be under 
stood that changes, variations, and modifications 
may be resorted to which fall within the scope 
of the invention as claimed. 
In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a detailed side elevation, partly in 

section, of a tubular fabric ironing means having 
associated therewith a spreader constructed ac 
cording to an embodiment of this invention. 

Figure 2 is a plan view of the spreader. 
Figure 3 is a detailed side elevation of the 

Spreader. 
Figure 4 is a detailed inner end elevation of 

the spreader. 
Figure 5 is a plan view of a modified form 

of this invention. 
Referring to the drawings, the numeral 5 

designates generally a series of Superposed iron 
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2 
are journaled in a frame structure T and a 
material winding shaft 8 is disposed above the 
rollers 5 and is mounted for vertical movement 
in guide means 9 carried by the frame 7. The 
ironing rollers f are adapted to have passed 
therethrough a tubular fabric F which has been 
previously woven or knitted and either bleached, 
dyed or otherwise treated. After the fabric F. 
has been treated it is necessary that the fabric 
be ironed and Straightened out and for this pur 
pose a Spreader generally designated as 20 is in 
terposed in the tubular fabric F ahead of the 
ironing rollers 5. This spreader includes a U 
shaped member 2 formed with parallel sides 22 
and an arcuate bight 23. The cross bar 25 is 
flattened at the opposite ends thereof as indi 
cated at 24 and sides 22 engage the reduced ends 
24 of the Cross bar 25 and are secured thereto 
by means of welding 26 or the like. 
The Crossbar 25 is adapted to engage between 

the lowermost pair of rollers 5 and is of such 
Size that when the rollers 5 are rotating the 
Crossbar 25 being round in transverse section 
Will be held against novement between the lower 
pairs of rollers so that the fabric F will be pulled 
Over the spreader without drawing the spreader 
between the ironing rolls. The U-shaped member 
2 is adapted to be braced by means of a pair of 
V-shaped bracing members 27 and 28. The brac 
ing member 2 includes a bracing bar 29 which 
is welded as at 30 to the central portion of the 
bight 23 and the opposite end of the bracing bar 
29 is welded as at 3? to the rear end portion of 
the Side member 22. The bracing member 27 
also includes a second bracing bar 32 formed 
integral with the bracing bar 27 and Welded as 
at 33 to the crossbar 25. The bracing member 
28 includes a bracing bar 34 which is welded as 
at 35 to the bight 23 at substantially the center 
point of the bight and the bracing bar 34 is 
Welded as at 36 to the rear portion of the adja 
cent side member 22. The bracing member 28 
includes a for Ward bracing bar 37 integral With 
the bracing bar 34 and welded as at 38 to the 

5 CrOSSbar 25. 
The Spreader shown in plan in Figure 5, gen 

erally designated as 39, includes a pair of con 
fronting V-shaped members 4 and 4 and a 
transversely extending bracing bar 42 extends 
between the angle formed by the bracing mem 
bers 40 and 4. In other respects the spreader 
39 is similar to spreader 2). 

In the use of this braced spreader the spreader 
is inserted in the leading end of the tubular 

ing rollers carried by shafts 6. The shafts 6 55 fabric F with the arcuate bight 23 projecting in 
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wardly of the fabric. The crossbar 25 is adapted 
to engage between a pair of ironing rollers 5 
as shown in Figure 1. The fabric Fis then pulled 
over the spreader which will be prevented from 
engaging between the rollers by means of the 
rounded crossbar 25. As the fabric F is pulled 
over the spreader the fabric will be laterally 
stretched and as shown in Figure 1 the rear por 
tion of the spreader is adapted to engage on a 
support 43 which extends from the frame 7. 
What I claim is: 
1. A spreader for Smoothing fabric comprising 

a U-shaped member for insertion into the fabric 
with the bight thereof innermost, a crossbar 
fixed between the free ends of Said member, said 
crossbar having a diameter greater than the 
outer diameter of said U-shaped member, the 
ends of said crossbar tapering from opposed sides 
thereof, and a pair of confronting V-shaped 
bracing members fixed between said crossbar and 
Said bight. 

2. A spreader for smoothing fabric comprising 
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4. 
a U-shaped member for insertion into the fabric 
with the bight thereof innermost, a cross bar 
fixed between the free ends of Said member, a 
pair of confronting V-shaped bracing members 
fixed between said bar and said bight, and a 
bracing bar fixed between the apexes of said blac 
ing members. 
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