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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, THOMAS MURLEY, a citi-
zen of the United States; residing at Manches-
ter, in ‘the county of Delaware and State of
Towa, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Holders for Books, Sheet-
Mausic, and the Like; and I do declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the 1nvent10n, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same,-reference being
had tothe accompanying drawings, and to the
letters of reference marked theleon which
form a part of this specification.

My invention has relation to 1mpr0vements
in holdersfor books,sheet-musie, and the like.

The object is to provide a simple device of
this kind eapable of ready adjustment at dif-
ferent angles, whereby the book or other ar-
ticle may be held in a secure manner at va-
rying inclinations and in open position, if de-
sired, and with ready adaptability for turn-
ing or shifting the leaves.

The invention consists in the improved con-
struction and combination of parts, as here-
inafter more fully set forth and deseribed.

_In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view, the dotted lines indicat-
ing the position of the parts when the de-
vice is adjusted in such a manner as to bring
the supplemental support into operation.

‘Fig. 2 is a rear elevation with the covering

removed, and Fig. 3 is a detail view of the
clamp.

Like letters of reference refer to like parts
throughout the several views,

Referrmfr to the drawings, the letter A in-
dicates the angular base centrally recessed,
which has projecting from its forward por-
tion a wire staple a, said staple having its ex-
tremity bent or curved downwardly. The
base is also formed or provided upon its rear
with a sleeve or collar ¢’, in which turns the
shorter side of a looped support B, said sup-
port having, preferably, the form of a trape-
zoid. The back of the rest or holder is indi-
cated by the letter C, of the usual circular
form and rigidly seeured at its lower end to
the base.

A central longitudinal strengthening-loop
D .is soldered at the top and bottom to the
back, and its upper end is extended above

said back The sides of this extended por-
tion are somewhat diverged, so as to afford a
ready means for hanging the holder against
the wall by simply engaging the angles of
said extended end with hooks or the like.
A rod or brace E is located intermediate the
wires forming the central loop D, and has its
upper end secured to the transverse portion
of said loop.

The letter F indicates a supplemental sup-
port which is curved, excepting at its lower
extremity, where it is rectilinear. 'This sup-
port passes through eyes d, formed by bends
in the wires of the central loop D, and is free
to be turned therein, so that it may be swung
at any inclination.

Fig. 3 of the drawings represents in detail
the clamping device G. This clamp eonsists,
preferably, of two parts ¢-and ¢, soldered to-
gether at the points ¢® g% The part g con-
sists of a wire having its ends bent inwardly
upon the horizontal portion for a short dis-
tance, to form the loops or eyes ¢° ¢%, through
which the sides of the staple a pass. The
ends are then bent outwardly at an obliquity,
then rearward, and finally outwardly at right
angles to form feet g* g%, which bear against
the pages of the book in order to maintain
the’same in an open position. .The part g’ of
the clamp is of an approximately inverted-
V shape, with its lower ends bent inwardly
at right angles and passing through the eyes
or loops g% It will be seen from this con-
struction that the clamps may slide freely
upon the staple a, and the greatest weight
being at the top when itisadjusted mwardly,
so as to bear against the book, it will main-
tain that position by reason of its gravity
until again tilted or slid forward.

The rest or holder is designed to receive a
book or sheet-musie, and is intended to be
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placed on a piano, organ, table, stand, or the -

like, and will be found particularly useful as
a support for sheet-musie, inasmuch as the
leaves may be firmly held at any desired in-
cline, and at the same time may be readily
turned. It will alsobe found of great service
to copyists, literary men, and others requir-
ing a support for their manuseript. .

In most cases the trapezoidal support B will
be sufficient to maintain the book at suffi-
cient inclination to answer ordinary pur-
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poses. If, however, it is desired to turn the
support B so as to bring the back of the holder
at an inclination of about forty-five degrees,
as indicated by dotted lines, Fig. 1, in that
case it will be found that the weight of the
book would tend to overcome the support af-
forded by the part D, and to guard against
this I provide the pivoted supplemental sup-
port F, the lower rectilinear portion of which
is adapted to bear upon the supporting-stand
when the back of the holder is thus inclined.

When the holder is hung against the wall
in the manner previously described, the sup-
port B may be readily made to assume the
proper angle for a book to lean against.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent of the United States, is—

1. Inaholderfor books, sheet-music, and the
like, the combination of an angular base hav-
ing its horizontal portion centrally recessed,
a staple projecting forwardly therefrom, and
aclamping device consisting of two connected
parts, one of said parts consisting of a wire
doubled upon itself to form loops which re-
ceive the opposite sides of the staple, the
ends of said wire being then bent outwardly
at an obliquity and finally into angular form,
and the other member of the clamp consist-
ing of a wire bent into an approximately in-

verted-V shape, having its lower ends bent
rearward so as to pass through the eyes or
loops formed in the other part, substantially
as set forth.

2. In a holder for books, sheet-music¢, and
the like, the combination of a base provided
upon its rear and nearthe upper edge thereof
with a sleeve or collar, a wire support for
holding the book until a eertain inclination
is reached, said support having one end turn-
ing in the sleeve or collar and its other end
resting upon the supporting medinm, aback-
support for the book secured to the base-
piece, a central looped brace for said back,
having twists or bends to form eyes and its
upper end extending above said back to form
means for securing the device to hooks or
the like projecting from a wall, and a partly
circular supplemental support pivoted inthe
eyes of the loop, the lower rectangular portion
thereof adapted to bear upon the supporting
medium when the holder is adjusted to a po-
sition beyond that at which the lower base-
support will act, substantially as set forth.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses." '

THOMAS MURLEY.

Witnesses: _ ’

H. F. ArRNOLD,
L. L. BAKER.
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