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To ail whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Bexsaumw C. Sxzr-
mAN, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Chicago, county of Cook, and -State of

ab

" Illinois, have invented certain new and use-

ful Improvements in Shaft-Tugs, of which

“the following is a specification.

My iuvention relates to improvements in
shaft-tugs or thill-holders, and has for its
object to provide a new and improved ar-
ticle of this character which shall be simple
and inexpensive in manufacture, neat and
attractive in appearance, and durable inuse.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide an elastic bufler to deaden the concus-
sion between the shaft or thill and the upper
portion of the shaft-tug or thill-holder.

%With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists in certain novel features
in construction and combination. of - parts
which will be hereinafter more fully de-
soribed and finally pointed out in the claims
hereto appended; it being understood that
vazious slight changes, such as in the form,

5 proportions, and minor details of construc-

tion may be resorted to without departing

from the spirit or scope of the invention.

Referring to the sccompanying drawings
forming a pavt of this specification wherein
like characters of reference denote similay
perts throughout the several views: Figure
1is a perspective view of my improved shait-
tug or thill-holder, Fig. 2 is a vertical cen-.
tral séctional view therecf, with portions
thereof broken away, Fig. 8 is a cross sec-

‘tionsl view taken on the line a—w of Fig. 1

with the lower portion thereof broken away,
and Fig. 4 is a vertical central section of the
lower portion of the shaft-tug or thill-
holder. :

In carrying out the aim of my invention,
¥ araploy a loop-shaped rubber body 1 having
the lower end 2 extending bsyond the gen-
eral outer periphersl Jine to form an ear or
projection.  The uper end of the body 1 is
formed with an integral depending portion

& 'adapted to act as a buffer for the shaft or-

thill in striking thereagainst.

The inner face of the loop bedy portion 1
is provided with the approximately U-
shaped metallic bushing 4 which has is
lower portion provided with a pair of op-
positely disposed depending ears 5, each of

ich is provided with an opening 6 adapt-
r with the opening 7 in the end

n 1, as clearly shown
: ;

sy 2 SRS BY

1y
p:5&

Tig. 4. The openings 6 are adapted to re-
ceive the ends 9 of the girth loop 9, which
ends 8 are adapted to be sprung into posi-
tion. The bar 10 of the girth loop 9 is
adapted to carry the girth-strap 11 as
shown in Fig. 1. The upper free ends of the
bushing 4 are adapted to snugly engage the
outer face of the buffer 3, as clearly shown
in Tigs. 1 and 2. It will be observed that
the bushing 4 has its outer face 13 flat and
its inner or wearing face 14 convex, as
clearly shown in Fig. 8, so as to allow a
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rocking ‘movement thereof upon the shaft .

or thill. .
The upper portion of the body 1, it will

be seen, is provided with a recess 15 adapted.
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to recelve the cross-bar 16 of the buckle 17, -

and that the recess 15 is enlarged as at 18 so
as to allow for a rocking movement of the
tongue 19/ the lower end 20’ of which en-
circles the cross-bar 16, as clearly shown in
Fig. 4. e : o :
In order to hold the cross-bar 16 of the
buckle 17 in the recess 15, I employ a strap

20 of any snitable material and of a shape to_

correspond with the upper portion of the
rubber body 1, which strap 20 is provided
with a slotted cpening 21 through which the
tongue 19 is adapted to pass. The strap 20
is secured io the rubber body porticn 1
which is recessed as at 22 to receive the strap,

and is held in place by means of any suit-.

able fastening dévices such as a bolt or the
like designated at 23. These bolts or fasten-
ing devices are adapted to enter or pass
through the upper ends 12 of the metallic
bushing 4 tc help hold the same in position.

In manufacturing my improved shaft-tug
or thill-holder, it will be observed that I

bushing 4 to which it adheres, and then after
the -same has been taken out of the mold, I
apply the several parts consisting of the
girth-loop 9, the buckle 17 and the strap 20.

Having described my invention what T
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is: :

1. A shaft tug comprising ‘a rubber body
portion substantially annular in form, the
upper end of said body portion being in-
wardly curved forming a depending buffer
and a recess in the upper edge, a substan-
tially flat ti-shaped bushing arranged within
sald body and extending around the same
from one side of said buffer to the other and
from face to face thevsof and a buckle hav-
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“mold the rubber body 1 around the metallic
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2.

ing its cross bar arranged in said recess, sub-
stantially as described. ‘ '

2. A shaft tug comprising a rubber annu-
lar body portion, the upper end of said body
portion being inwardly curved forming a
depending buffer and a recess in the upper
edge to receive the cross bar of a buckle, a

- U-shaped reinforcing bushing arranged
* within said body and extending around the

10

same from one side of said buffer to the

~ other, a strap extending over the upper end

of said body portion and having its ends’

overlapping the adjacent ends of the bush-
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said recess, substantia

ing with the body portion interposed be-
tween the same, and fastening means ex- ;3
tending through the adjacent ends of said
bushing and said strai),'said strap sganning _
ly as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of g9
two subscribing witnesses. ‘

BENJAMIN C. SHERMAN.

- Witnesses: .
Axnna L. EgvaLi,
Herex F. Livus.



