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2 
the slide into the normal position shown in Fig. 1, 
all as disclosed more in detail in my aforesaid 
application, in which is also disclosed the door 
latch and the operative connections between said 
latch and the slide 3, not necessary here to be 
ShOW?. 
An outward pull exerted upon the handle 6 

will cause the handle head to pivot on the pintle 
f3 from the position of Fig. 1 to that of Fig. 2, 
thereby swinging the arm 8 in a counter-clock 
wise direction to move the slide 3? from the posi 
tion shown in Fig. 1 to that shown in Fig. 2, 
thereby actuating the latch. The slide can also 
be actuated to operate the latch by Swinging the 
handle laterally in either direction from its nor 
mal position. Should it be swung away from the 
observer for instance, viewing Fig. 1, the CrOSS 
head 34 will fulcrum against the stud 37, thereby 
causing the other end of the bar to move the 
slide 3 f into the position shown in Fig. 2. The 
fulcruming action of the cross-head Will cause 
the end of the handle to travel away from the 
face of the door as it is moved laterally, so that 
when the slide 3 has been moved to the position 
shown in Fig. 2, the handle will be in an inclined 
position relatively to the door. Should the handle 
be swung in the opposite direction away from 
normal position, the stud 36 will serve as the full 
crum for cross-head 34, the slide will be actuated 
and the handle will assume an inclined position 
relatively to the door face. Thus the slide Will 
be moved to the position shown in Fig. 2 to 
operate the latch upon movement of the handle 
in any direction. 

It will be manifest from the foregoing that 
I have provided a latch operating mechanism 
capable of being actuated by movement of a 
handle either outwardly or transversely from 
normal position; that the parts are of Simple 
construction which can be economically manu 
factured; that a universal mounting of the 
handle is provided without the employment of a 
ball and socket construction; and that the mecha 
nism is hermetically sealed against air leakage 
in all positions of the parts. 
The structural details shown and described for 

illustrative purposes may obviously be varied 
Within considerable limits without departing from 
the spirit of the invention as defined in the foll 
lowing claims. 

claim: 
1. A refrigerator latch operating mechanism, 

comprising a supporting member adapted to be 
mounted on a door, a yoke SWiveled On Said men 
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ber, a handle pivoted on said yoke, said handle 
being movable outwardly about said pivot and 
laterally about said SWivel, an operating arm 
rigidly connected with said handle and provided 
at its inner end with a cross-head, a latch 
Operating slide arranged in cooperative relation 
to Said CrOSS-head, and fixed pivot studs in 
proximity to the ends of said cross-heads about 
either of which said cross-head may pivot to 
actuate the Slide upon lateral movement of said 
handle. 

2. A refrigerator latch operating mechanism, 
comprising a Supporting member having an out 
Wardly off-set portion, a heat insulating elle 
ment disposed in Said off-set portion, a handle 
Support SWiveled on said off-set portion, a handle 
pivoted on said handle support, an operating 
arm rigidly associated with said handle and pro- . 
jecting in Wardly through said insulating element, 
a CrOSS-head carried by said arm, a slide arranged 
to be actuated by said cross-head, and pivot abut 
ments With Which said cross-head cooperates to 
actuate said slide upon movement of said handle 
about said SWive. 

3. A refrigerator latch operating mechanism, 
comprising a supporting member adapted to be 
mounted on a door, a yoke swiveled on said mem 
bed, a Sponge rubber Sealing disc interposed be 
tween said member and the face of the door, a 
handle pivoted on said yoke, an operating arm 
fixed with respect to the handle and projecting 
through Said disc, a cross-head carried by the 
inner end of Said arm, a latch operating slide dis 
posed in cooperative relation to the cross-head, 
and a plurality of fixed pivot studs adapted to 
be engaged by said cross-head upon swiveling 
rinOvement of Said handle to actuate said slide. 

4. A refrigerator latch operating mechanism, 
Comprising a dished supporting member adapted 
to be mounted on the door, a sponge rubber seal 
ing block disposed within said supporting mem 
ber, a yoke SWiveled on said member, a handle 
pivoted on said yoke to swing outwardly about 
Said pivot and laterally about said swivel, an 
Operating arm extending from said handle 
through said sealing block and provided at its 
inner end With a Cross-head, a latch operating 
Slide and a plurality of fixed pivots disposed in 
proximity to said cross-head whereby said slide 
is actuated by pivotal movement of the cross 
head about one of said pivot studs upon swiveling 
InoVement of Said handle. 
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