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This invention relates to a novel clip construction for
detachably securing an article to the top of a table of
the type having a laterally extending marginal -edge.
More specifically, my novel clip construction is especially
constructed and arranged for detachably securing a table
cloth, of textile, paper, or suitable plastic material, to
the top of a picnic table, barbecue table, or the like, so
as to prevent the cloth from being blown off of or dis-
arranged with respect to the table, and also to prevent
disarrangement of the cloth by body contact therewith.
Securement of the cloth to the table top precludes the
cloth from being blown into contact with foods on the
table, or from knocking over articles supported on the
table. The novel clip construction is also adapted for
detachably securing a child’s dish in place on the top of
the table for precluding the dish and food therein from
being tipped over or pushed off of the table.

One of the objects of this invention is to provide a
novel clip construction of the character indicated, formed
of a strip of resilient material, and comprising a pair of
co-operating legs for embracing the marginal edge of a
table top with the cloth in position thereon.

Another object is to provide a novel clip construction
of the character indicated which provides firm spring
pressure contact with the table cloth against the table
over a substantial area for precluding the cloth from be-
ing blown off of or inadvertently disarranged with respect
to the table.

Still another object is to provide a novel clip construc-
tion of the character indicated which is capable of use in
connection with table tops of various thicknesses.

A further object is to provide a novel clip construc-
tion of the character indicated which is simple in design,
extremely economical to manufacture, and which is dura-
ble and effective in use.

Other objects and advantages of this invention will
be apparent from the following description taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawing, in which:

FIGURE 1 is a plan view of a table top with a cloth
thereon provided with clips embodying the present inven-
tion;

FIGURE 2 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view
taken as indicated at line 2—2 on FIGURE 1;

FIGURE 3 is a fragmentary sectional view similar to
FIGURE 2 and showing the clip in position on a table
top of increased thickness;

FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary sectional view through
the table top showing the novel clip positioned for de-
tachably securing a dish in position on the table top;

FIGURE 5 is a perspective view of the clip construc-
tion embodying the present invention.

As may be seen in the drawing, my novel clip, as repre-
sented by the reference numeral 10, is formed from an
elongated strip of resilient metal. It is to be understood,
of course, that the clip may be formed of various other
materials having suitable resilient characteristics. The
strip of metal is bent so as to provide an upper leg 11,
which is substantially straight and flat throughout its
length, and a lower leg 12 spaced apart from and dis-
posed at an acute angle to the upper leg, and the legs
11 and 12 being interconnected by a relatively straight
and flat intermediate leg 14. As may be seen in the
drawing, both the upper and lower legs 1 and 12 are
positioned at acute angles with respect to the intermediate
leg 14.
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_ wardly, as seen in the drawing.
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For convenience in placement of the clip in operative
position, the free terminal end 15 of the upper leg 11
is slightly bent in an upwardly direction, and the free
terminal portion 16 of the lower leg 12 is bent down-
The connection be-
tween the terminal portion 16 and the lower leg 12 pro-
vides a rounded or curved contact area, as indicated
at 17.

As seen in the drawing, a table cloth, as indicated
at 20, which may be either textile or paper or suitable
plastic material, is positioned on top of the table fop
21, and if the cloth is of sufficient size to extend be-
yond the marginal edges of the table itself, the marginal
portion preferably is trained closely around the outer
edge of the table top, as seen in FIGURES 2 and 3 of
the drawing. A suitable number of clips 10, depending
upon the size of the table and cloth, are utilized for
firmly but detachably securing ilie cloth in position on
the table top. The clips are placed in embracing rela-
tion to the marginal edge of the table top with the cloth
thereon, as seen in FIGURE 2, with the upper leg 1d
resting flat upon the table cloth; and with the rounded
portion 17 of the lower leg engaging the under surface
of the table top. In instances where the cloth is of suf-
ficient size to be trained completely around the edge of
the table itself, the rounded portion 17, in operative po-
sition, also engages the table cloth, so as to firmly secure
the cloth in place on the table top. By virtue of the
construction of the clip, the intermediate leg 14 is caused
to be positioned in close proximity to the vertical sur-
face of the outer edge of the table top, as seen in FIG-
URE 2 of the drawing. Because of this arrangement,
and the relationship of substantially the entire portion of
the upper leg 11, the clip, when in operative position,
does not constitute an obstruction which would interfere
in any manner or cause inconvenience of the full and com-
plete use of the table top. The clip in operative posi-
tion is not apt to be inadvertently displaced or dislodged
from operative position by body contact.

The clip construction, by reason of the resilient char-
acteristics of the material from which it is formed, per-
mits accommodation for proper use in conjunction with
table tops of varying thicknesses. As seen in FIGURE
3 of the drawing, the clip is shown in operative position
on a table top, as indicated at 21a, of substantially in-
creased thickness, and the clip serves to firmly secure
the table cloth 20 onto the table top in substantially the
same manner as when the clip is used with a table top of
lesser thickness, as indicated in FIGURE 2 of the draw-
ing.

The clip may, if so desired, be formed with various
ornamentation, or may be finished in various colors, as
may be desired, and is capable of being used over and
over again without loss of the spring characteristics for
firmly securing the cloth to the table. By virtue of its
shape and size, the clips may be economically manufac-
tured and conveniently stored when not in use. By rea-
son of the upper leg 11 being substantially flat through-
out its length, it provides maximum area of pressure con-
tact for securement of the table cloth in position on the
table top.

In FIGURE 4 of the drawing T have shown an al-
ternative use of the clip embodying the preseat inven-
tion, wherein the clip is utilized for detachably but firmly
securing a child’s dish 24, such as a paper of metal plate,
on top of a table top 21b. In this arrangement the clip
is positioned in reverse relation to that seen in FIGURES
2 and 3 of the drawing, with the lower leg 12 and ter-
minal portion 16 extending down into the dish, and with
the upper leg 11 positioned in contact with the under
surface of the table top 21b. By virtue of this arrange-
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ment the dish is firmly held in position on the top of the
table and serves to prevent the dish and food from being
tipped over or being pushed off of the table.

Although I have herein shown and described certain
preferred embediments of my invention, manifestly it is
capable of modification without departing from the spirit
and scope thereof. I do not, therefore, wish to be under-
stood as limiting this invention to the precise embodiments
herein disclosed, except as I may be so limited by the
appended claim.

I claim: .

A clip for detachably securing the marginal portion of
a flexible sheet of material to the marginal edge of a
table top, said clip being formed of a strip of fesilient
flat stock having an upper leg of flat form substantially
throughout its length, a lower leg having a main portion
of flat form throughout the major portion of its length
and disposed at an acute angle to the upper leg and hav-
ing a downwardly extending outer portion of substan-
tially straight form and extending away from the upper.
leg and joined to said main portion by a rounded por-
tion to provide a relatively small area of pressure con-
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tact with the underside of the table top when the clip
is positioned thereon, and an intermediate leg of flat form
substantially throughout its length and connected at op-
posite ends to corresponding ends of said upper and lower
legs, said intermediate leg extending substantially nor-
mal to the upper leg and at an acute angle to the lower
leg, the outer free ends of said upper and lower legs
being bent in opposite outwardly directions.
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