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Zo allwhom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Gustav Vorr, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Seattle,
in the county of King and State of Wash-
ington, have invented a mnew and useful
Safety Device for Ladders, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
safety devices for ladders and the objects
of my improvements are to provide an aux-
iliary leg which can be detachably fastened
to any leg of a ladder, said auxiliary leg
having a reversible foot which adapts the
device to be used on any suitable surface
without the ladder slipping, or injury to
any surface that needs protection. '

I attain these objects by the devices illus-
trated in the accompanying drawing, in
which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a section
of a ladder leg, with the device attached.

Fig. 2 is a detached enlarged view of the
reversible foot, with a section cut away.

Fig. 3 is a_cross section of the device at-
tached to a ladder leg, drawn on the line
o—w in Fig. 1. :

Fig. 4 is a view of the inner surface of a
sliding block which contacts with the front
edge of a ladder leg, when device is in oper-
ative position. :

Similar numerals refer to similar parts
throughout the several views.

1 illustrates the body member of the de-
vice, carrying at one end a head 2, having an
inclined face provided with slight projec-
tions. The other end of the body member is
interiorly threaded and carries a reversible
foot3. Arms 4, extending across and beyond
each side of the ladder leg are bolted to the
head 2, or fastened in any other suitable
manner so as to permit free action, their
free ends being threaded. 5, is a member
substantially rectangular in form, slidably
connected with the threaded ends of the arms
4, and adapted to coact with the winged
nuts 6 in clamping the device to a ladder
leg. The surface of this member which con-
tacts with the edge of the ladder leg is ridged
or roughened to make it better grip the sur-
face of the wood.

Fig, 2, being an enlarged view of the re-
versible foot 3, is partly cut away to show
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the insertion of a tip of rubber or other
non-slippable material, 7. While the grip-
ping surface of this tip can be plain, the
preferred form is a tip having sald surface
provided with ridges or with a diamond
pebble tread to enhance its non-slipping
properties. The other end of the tip 8§ is
metallic and pointed.

Fig. 3 illustrates a cross-section of a lad-
der leg with the device attached, made on
the line #—a of Fig. 1, showing the ladder
leg, a broken off section of a rung of the
ladder, the threaded arms 4, the member 5,
thumbnuts 6, the head of the leg, and a bolt
extending through the head and said arms,
with retaining nut. 9, Fig. 3, illustrates one
of the slight projections on the inclined face
of the head 2, adapted to enter one edge of
the ladder leg and more securely hold the
head in place.

Tig. 4 illustrates the inner surface of the
member 5, adapted to contact with and grip
the front edge of a ladder leg.

In use, the device can be placed along
almost any section of a ladder leg to con-
form to the angle at which the ladder is
adjusted, but it 15 made of a sufficient height
so that it can be invariably clamped above
the first round of a ladder. Tt can be at-
tached to one or both legs of a ladder. The
reversible foot is designed to accommodate
the device to all conditions, to furnish ad-
ditional support and to prevent a ladder
from slipping. For instance, the point 8 is
especially adapted for use in icy weather
or where a ladder rests in yielding material
such as sand, gravel, etc. Should the ladder
be used on a hardwood floor or smooth, hard
surface of any kind, the user can unscrew
the foot, reverse it, and utilize the tip 7,
of rubber or other similar material, keep-
ing the ladder from slipping and prevent-
ing any defacement of the surface. The de-
vice affords an auxiliary leg or legs to a
ladder, gives it more strength, prevents it
from slipping under any conditions, and
with its self-contained means can be in-
stantly applied to ladders of all sizes. No
screws or similar fastenings are needed, no
fixtures mounted on the ladder are required
to receive it, the clamping means adapting
it and securely holding it to any ladder.

55

60

65

75

80

85

90

95

100



2] . : 1,852,566

Having thus described my invention, I
claim: : , ,

An auxiliary leg for a ladder, comprising
a supporting member interiorly threaded at

" one ‘end and carrying. thereat a reversible
foot, the other end carrying a head having’

an inclined - face with slight projections

in spaced parallel relation,r the free ends

thereof threaded and adapted to extend be- 10
yond the sides of a Iadder leg, a block slid-
ably engaged with said ends, and winged
nuts threaded on - said. ends’ and coacting
with the block, and adapted to clampingly

“attach said device to a ladder.
thereon, arms bolted to the head, extending - DT
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