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To all whom it may concern:

‘Be it known that I, Louts A. WALKER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Brook—
Iyn, in the county of Kings and State of New
Y 01k, have inventied certam new and useful
Improvementsin Bag-Fastener; and Idohere-
by declare that the followmo" 1s a fall, clear,
and exact description of the same, reference
being had to the annexed drawings, making
a part of this specification, and to the lettels
of reference marked thereon.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in bag-fasteners; and it
has for its objects among othersto providean
improved fastener, Whlch when the bag is
closed will clasp over the mouth of the same
and not only close it but cover it.. I provide
a part to work within the bag and another
part to operate outside the bag, and between
the two the mouth of the bag when drawn to-
gether by the string is held.

The device permits of various modifications
in details of construction. Thatshown is what
at the present time isconsidered the most de-
sirable and efficient.

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will hereinafter appear, and the novel
features thereof will be specifically defined by
the appended claims.

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, which, with the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, form a part
of this specification, and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the
mouth of the bag closed. Fig.2isasectional
detail showing the position of the parts when
the bag is closed. Fig. 3 is a like view with
the parts in the position they assume when
the bag is open.

lee letters of reference indicate like parts
throughout the several views.

Referring now to the details of the draw-
ings by letter, A designates a bag of any ap-
proved construction provided around its
mouth with a gathering string orcord B, which
may be held thereto in any suitable manner,
preferably by being secured within a hem or
casing, as seen in Figs. 2 and 3. The endsof
the cord or string are passed loosely through
holes ¢ in the upper part C of the clamp and
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may be united or not, as may be desired. The
upper part Cof the clamp may be of any suit-
able material and shape, but preferably sub-
stantially circular and convex, as seen in the

several views, the edges being designed to g

overlap the under part of the clamp as well
as the mouth portion of the bag, as seen in
Fig. 2.

Dis the lower partof theclamp. * It may be
of any suitable material and of required shape,
being preferably a eonvex disk. It isheldto
the upper part near one edge by suitable
means, as the loose pin or bolt a, and is of
less diameter than the outer part C of the
clamp.

E is a piece of wire somewhat longer than
the normal distance between the two parts C
and D, arranged with ifsloop or bend project-
ing through bhe top of the upper part and
the ends which extend through the lower part
turned outward, as seen in Figs. 2 and 3, to
prevent withdrawal thereof, yet permit of
freedom of movement of the two parts, as will
be seen in Fig. 3.

T is the locking part. I ferm it a “pawl.”
Itis loosely hinged on the wire orloop orlink
E. 1In its preferred form it is in the shape
shown, triangular in longitudinal vertical sec-
tion, being hinged at its larger end, as shown.

In operation, with the parts in the position
in which they are shown in Fig. 3 the bag is
open and ready to be filled. When it is de-
sired to close the bag, the cord or string is
pulled upon, which gathers in the mouth of
the bag and brings the partsinto the position
in which they are shown in Fig.2,the locking
part Fbeing during this operation in the posi-
tion shown in Fig. 3, to allow of freedom of
movement of the upper and lower parts of the
clamp, so that they will automatically adjust
themselves to place asthe bag-mouth is drawn
together. When the bag-mouth has been
drawn together, the pawl is turned down into
the position in which it is shown in Figs. 1
and 2, when the bottom edges impinge against
the upper face of the upper part of the clamp,
and the pawl then acts as a wedge to draw the
two parts of the clamp together, the link be-
ing free to slide in the holes in the two parts,
and when downin the position shown in Figs,
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1and 2 the partsare locked. Toopen the bag,
simply throw the pawl up inlo the position
shown in Fig. 3, when the two parts of the
clamp will be released and free to be sepa-
rated and the mouth of the bag opened.

Modifications in detail may be resorted to
without departing from the essence of the in-
vention or detracting from its merits.

What I claim as new is—

1. A bag-fastener consisting of two parts
hinged at one edge, one designed to go inside
the bag and the other outside and adapted to
clamp the mouth of the bag between them,
and means for drawing the two parts together
and locking them, as set forth.

2. A bag-fastener consisting of two hinged

- parts adapted to fit one within the other,one
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inside and the other outside the bag to-clamp
the mouth of the bag between them, and draw-

ing and locking meansloosely connecting the |
two parts and adapted to serve substantially |
as specified.

3. The bag-fastener consisting of the two |
parts, both convexly and oppositely arranged,
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loosely hinged together, and one adapted to
fit within the other one inside the bag and the
other outside the same, a loose connection be-
tween the two parts, and a locking part pivot-
ally connected with-the said loose connection,
as set forth.

4. The combination, with a bag and ifs
mouth-string, of a two-part clamp, one part ar-
ranged within the bag and the other outside,

the outer part having holes through which the

string is loosely passed, the two parts being
loosely hinged together, a link loosely con-
nected with the two parts and free to slide in
the same, and a triangular pawl loosely piv-
oted on the said link outside the outer part
of the clamp, substantially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the aboveI have
hereunto subseribed my namein the presence

- of two witnesses.

LOUIS A. WALKER.

Witnesses: :
CORNELIUS S. MITCHILL,
THEODORE STURGES, 2d.
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