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This invention relates to towel cabinets -of
the type adapted to contain a so-called “con-
tinuous” towel, that is, a long length of towel,
ustally in roll form, which is adapted to be

B Arawn outwardly through an ¢pening in the

cabinetin suitable predetermined lengths for

drying purposes. : This type of cabinet is.

usually providéd with a roller mounted there-
inin position ‘to be engaged and rotated by

) the towel as the latter is withdrawn from the

cabinet, .the said roller, usually termed a

“feed” roller, being adapted in some instances

~ tocooperate with a stop device for effecting
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an’; alternate stopping and releasing of the
sanie to control the feed of the towel from the
cabinet, -and also being ' further adapted to
operate; through’ suitable drive connections,

a réwinding device for taking up the soiled
towelling ‘at the’same time ‘that: the :clean:
sowelling is withdrawn  from. the cabinet.

Both such uses of the feed roller are disclosed
in® the :pendiﬁg s application’}. Serial No.
Hopig. e PRI, TR

“Because of such uses of the feed: roller; it.
‘obvicusly is desirable that. it should be posi--

tively rotated by the towel as the latter is

withdrawn from the cabinet;and in order to-

effect this it is:necessary that the frictional
engagement of the towel with the roller when

being' drawn over, the latter should be suffi--
‘ciently: strong to prevent- slippage.~ With
such facts in'mind; it has been-the object of -
niy present invention to provide a‘simple and
effective”means for producing a desired. or
‘effective degree of frictional engagement of
the towel with the roller’ whereby the towel,:
wheén ‘withdrawn from the cabinet, will posi-.
tively cause Totation of the roller. This ob--
ject’ I attain' by the new- and novel arrange- .
ment and combipation ‘of parts comprising:

my invention as hereinafter described and

- claimeéd and.as illustrated-in the accompany-

ing ‘drawings, in which—"

" Fig: 1'is a sectional plan of a cabinet- em-

bodying my invention, the section being a
staggered oné on the line 1—1 of Fig. 2.

‘Fig. 2 is a vertical section through the up--

per part’ of the cabinet, the section being-

taken on the line 2—2-of Fig. 1. - :
“In‘these drawings, which show only so
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‘much of a cabinet as is necessary for the illus-

tration of my present invention, the outer
casing is shown as comprising two sections 2 -
and 3, the front section 3 being hinged at one

of its vertical edges to the rear section 2, as™

at 4, whereby the casing may be opened to

permit of ready access to the'interior thereof.
Located within the casing adjacent its-op-*

posite ends ‘are ‘a pair of frame -or bracket

plates 5, 5 for the support of certain parts of -

nism to be presently described ; these plates

the towel supporting and tensioning mecha- -

being fastened together by suitable tie rods'-

and secured to the casing by suitable fasten-
Ing means, such as the'bolts 6. - - B

- Mounted between the bracket plates is'a

stationary shaft7 upon which is supported.

When so supported, the leading end of the -

towel is led from the front side of the roll -
up and over a guide rod 8, from thence ‘down-*
“wardly and partially around a feed roller 9,
- suitably journalled in the end brackets, and: -

from thence forwardly through an opening
10 in the front wall of the casing to and over
a guide roller 11, which-latter is-journaled in’

extensions of the bracket plates projected -

throughthe opening in the casing to support
the ‘roller 11 ‘at ‘the front sidethereof ‘as
shown. ~From this roller the towel depends.
in"loop form, as at 7, in convenient position .
for use; the towel at the rear side. of the loop
passing backwardly through the opening 10

to a usual form of take-up or rewinding de- -

vice adapted to be operated:from the-feed
roller 9.through chain and sprocket connec- -
tions, said. device and its drive connections .
not being here shown. - .

~The shelf 7, which is preferably formed
of sheet metal, is here shown as mounted at
its front and rear longitudinal edges on sta--

frame plates, about which rods the edges of "
the shelf are beént -and secured -as shown.

. This shelf is formed and positioned: to pre--
gsent” an inclined surface extending from its:

rear edge downwardly towards the fered"f.
roller, as shown in Fig: 2, whereby a support-
ed roll of towelling will always tend to gravi-.

‘the roll of clean towelling, indicated at #. -
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tate towards said roller, for cooperation with
an interposed tension device.

This tension device comprises a plate 15,
preferably formed of sheet metal, which at
‘ts upper end is bent about the rod 8 for piv-
otal connec.ion therewith, and adjacent its
Ofposite or free end carries a rod 16, held in
place by a plurality of metal straps 17 riveted

‘or otherwise secured to the plate 15, on which

rod is mounted a plurality of roils 18, prefer-
ably in the form of rubber tubing or like

ielding material. These rolls 18 are held
ﬁ the pivoted plate 15 in a position between
tg’e feed roller and the roll of towelling
whereby the latter will bear upon said rolls
and force them against the feed roller to pro-
duce a desired frictional engagement of the
towel with said roller in its passage thereover
when being drawn outwardly from the cabi-
aet; such frictional engagement of the towel

" with the roller being augmented by reason of

the latter having a roughened or sanded sur-
face as shown in Fig. 1. ‘

As a means supplemental to the roll of
towelling for -holding the rolls 18 in towel
tensioning engagement with the feed roller,
I have fulcrumed a pair of levers on the op-

posite ends of the rod 8 with their lower

arms 20, 20 bearing against the roll carrying
rod 16 adjacent its opposite ends, and with
their upper arms 21, 21 connecting with one
end of a pair of springs 22, 22, which latter

at their opposite ends connect with links 23,
on the ends of a tie rod 24 se-:

23 mounte
cured in the end frame plates, as best shown
in Fig. 1. . : .

The purpose of having the rolls 18 formed

~ of rubber or other yielding material is to
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assure a close contact of the towel with the.
sanded or roughened surface of the feed roll-

er without causing undue wear or tear on the
towel such as might result if it were drawn
between two unyielding surfaces, ome of
which is rough, and particularly where the
towel is subjected to sudden pulling or jerk-
ing in being withdrawn from the cabinet, as
in the present case, by different users thereof.

In threading a clean towel through.the.

cabinet, moré or less trouble has heretofore
been experienced in getting the leading end
of the towel to the fron: of the feed roller;in
a convenient position to be grasped by the op-

‘erator, after passing it backwardly over said
I make provision  for this ‘in’ the-

roller.
present cabinet by extending the forward

side ‘of the towel shelf 7 beneath the feed

roller to a point at the front thereof, and by
providing the tension device at its lower or
free end with.a guide member 30 extending
in-close proximity to the feed roller from the
rolls 18 to a point adjacent the forward towel
%uiding surface 31 of: the shelf, as shown in

ig. 2. With this means, when the leading
end of the towel is passed backward over the
feed roller, it will be engaged by the guide
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member 30 and caused thereby to be delivered
onto the shelf 7 in a forwardly moving direc-
tion, from whence its further movement will
be directed by said shelf to a position at the
front side of the feed roller where it may be
conveniently grasped for its further feeding.

The guide member 30 may be formed and
connected with the tension device in any suit-
able way, the same as here shown being in the
form of a sheet metal strip, curved trans-
versely to conform generally to the curvature
of the feed roller, and connected to the plate
15 of the tension device by extensions 17" of
the straps 17, to which extensions the mem-
ber 30 may be secured by soldering or other-
wise. : :

What T claim is:

1. In a towel cabinet, the combination with

a feed roller, of a towel shelf at one side of
said roller inclined downwardly towards the
same whereby a supported roll of towelling
will gravitate towards the roller, and a piv-
oted tension device having a part thereof in-
terposed between the roller and the: roll of
towelling to be forced by the latter against
sald roller. '

2. In a towel ‘cabinet, the combination
with a feed roller, of a towel shelf at one side
of said roller inclined downwardly towards
the same whereby a supported roll of towel-

ling will gravitate towards the roller, and a

pivoted tension device having a roll inter-
posed between the feed roller and the roll of

-towelling to be forced by the latter against

said roller. ‘ : ,
3. In a towel cabinet, the combination
with a feed roller, of a towel shelf at one side
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of said roller inclined downwardly towards -

the same whereby a supported roll of towel-
ling will gravitate towards the roller, and a
pivoted tension device having a roll of yield-
ing material interposed between the feed

-roller and the roll of towelling to be forced

by .the latter against said roller.

4. In_a towel cabinet, the combination
with a feed roller, of a towel shelf at one side
of said roller inclined downwardly towards
the-same whereby a supported roll of towel-
ling will gravitate towards the roller, and a
tension.device comprising a pivoted frame
carrying a rod having mounted: thereon a
plurality of rubber rolls, said. rolls
supported in position between the feed roller
and the roll of towelling to be forced by the
latter against said feed roller. v

5. In a towel cabinet, the combination

with a feed roller, of a towel shelf at the rear.
of said roller inclined downwardly towards

the same whereby a supported roll of towel-
ling will gravitate towards the roller, said

shelf being extended as a towel guiding

means beneath the roller to the front thereof
and in close proximity thereto, and a tension
device pivotally supported above the feed
roller and having a part thereof extended

being.
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between the roller and the roll of towelling
to be forced by the latter against said roller,
the said tension device having at its lower or
free end a towel guiding member extending
in close proximity to the roller to a point ad-
j %c??t the towel guiding portion of the towel
shelf.

6. In a towel cabinet, the combination
with a feed roller, of a towel shelf at one side
of said roller inclined downwardly towards
the same whereby a supported roll of towel-’
ling will gravitate towards the roller, a piv-
oted tension device having a part thereof in-
terposed between the roller and the roll of
towelling to be forced by the latter against
said roller, and means supplemental to the
roll of towelling yieldingly holding the ten-
sion device in engagement with the feed
roller. .

7. In a towel cabinet, the combination
with a feed roller, of a towel shelf at one side -
of said roller inclined downwardly towards

‘the same whereby a supported roll of towel-

ling will gravitate towards the roller; a piv-
oted tension device having a part thereof in-
terposed between the roller and a roll of
towelling to be forced by the latter against
said roller, and means supplemental to the

-roll of towelling yieldingly holding the ten-
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sion device in engagement with the feed roll- -
er, said means comprising a pair of spring-
actuated levers acting against the tension
device. '
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. -
HERBERT W. CROWSON.



