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To al? zv/o70, it invaly cof 2-ceri: 
Be it known that I, JOSEPH WOOD, a citizen 

of the United States, residing at Chicago, in 
the county of Cook and State of Illinois, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Bed-Bottoms or Cots, of which the 
following is a specification. 
This inventiom relates to improvements in 

that class of removable spring bed-bottoms | 
which may be converted into or usedl as a cot; 
andl it consists in certain peculiarities of the 
construction, novel arrangement, and opera 
tion of the various parts thereof, as will be 
hereinafter more fully set forth andi specific 
ally claimed. 
The objects of my inventiou are, first, to 

provide a bed-bottom which shall be sim 
ple and inexpensive in construction, strong 
and dulrable, and may be readily removed 
from the bed and used when desired as a 
cot; second, Such a bed-bottom in which the 
woven-wire matturess shall be supportedl be 
tween its secured ends by means of adjust 
able springs, and, third, to provide a bed-bot 
tom or cot to vyhlich the YYoven-wire mattress 
may be readily secured or detached there 
from and may be made taut or tightened 
when desiredl. 

In order to enable other's skilled in the art 
to which my invention pertains to make andl 
use the same, I will now proceed to describe 
it, referring to the accompanying drawings, 
ilm. YY’hich 

Figure 1 is a Yiew, partly in side elevation 
and partly in section, of my bed-bottom, show 
ing it detached from the bed-fralme and ready 
for tuse as a cot. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the 
frame of the bed-bottolim, with the wo Yen-Yvire 
mattress removed and illustrating said bot 
tom as resting on the side rails of the bed 
frame, which Irails are indicated by dotted 
lines; and Fig. 3 is an en larged view, partly 
in elevation and partly in section, of a por 
tion of one of the side rails of the bed-bottom 
or cot and the adjustable end rail used for 
tiglitelning the woyen-wire mattress, showing 
the said end raill eragaged by a spring-actuated 
pawl. 

Sinnilla' lettel's refer to like parts through 

| without obstruction from the rais. 

A represents the side rails of the bottom or 

cot, which are preferably made of metal tub)- 
ing with their ends upturned, as is clearly 
shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings. These rails 
lie parallel with one another and are secured 
together by means of cross-bars a, upon which 
the supporting-springs G rest and have their 
bearings. When used as a bed-bottom, the 
side rails of the device are provided with a 
number of projections or clips Ca' to rest on 
the rails A' (see dotted lines in Fig. 2) of the 
bed-frame. Each of the upturned ends at 
the head portion of the bottom or cotis formed 
with a slot caº to receive the projections Or 
arms c on the tubular end piece C, which end 
piece is formed with a longitudinal slot c'' for 
the reception and retention of the wire sel 
vage or end of the wire mattress D, which may 
be of the ordinary or any preferred construic 
tion, but is usually provided With rings di 
along its end edges. In the upturned por 
tions of the side rails at the foot of the bottom 
or cot is eccentrically hung or journaled on 
arms or projections cºa tubular end piece C", 
which is provided with a longitudinal slot cº 
to receive andl hold the opposite end of the 
wire mattress from that engaged by the end 
piece C at the head of the cot or bottom. 
These end pieces are open at tilheir ends, and 
while they have their bearings in the side 
rails A, yet they are eccentrically hung there 
on in order that the edges of the wire mattress 
D may be inserted into their respective slots 

After 
being so inserted the rings or other enlarge 
ments d' on the wire mattress will securely 
hold it in position, as is apparent. 

Extending from orae of the cross-bars Cu to 
ward the foot of the bottom or cot is a bracket 
E, whose free end is upturned and has piv 
otally secured therein a pawili F, which is 
held in engagement with the adjusting end 
piece 'C' by means of a spring f one end of 
which rests against the upturned portion of 
the bracket and the other endi against the 
lower portion of the pawl, as is clearly illus 
trated in Fig. 3 of the drawings. The upper 
end of the pawl engages suitable openings cº 
or teeth, on the tubular end piece C" and pre 
vents the same from turning when weight is 
placed on the wire mattress. The end piece 
C'' is provided near its ends with openings cº 
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to receiye a rod or bar to be used for turning 
| Said end piece, when it is desired to tighten 
o’take up the slack of the wire mattress. On 
the cross pieces or bars a, and extending lon 
gitudinally with the frame are placed anum- : 
ber, of bow-springs G, which are provided in 
their ends with slots i g, through which are 

| Io 
pa?sed bolts g' or other securing devices to 
adjustably fasten them on said bars. As 
ShoWn in Fig.1 of the drawings, the springs 
G are fdat on their upper surfaces and have 
Secullred thereon cross-pieces H, of any suit 
able material and dimensions, upon which 

I 5 tille Wire mattress D may rest. 
the side rails A and near and between the 

| Cross-bars | C | are pivotally secured legs 'H', 
| || || Which are to be employed when the bottom is 

lised as a cot, and are prevented from spread 
ing longitudinally by means of the cross-bars : 

| C. which will permit them to occupy an in 
clined position, as is shown in Fig. Í, but will 
act as i checks against i further longitudinal 

| | | | and Qutward movement. These legs are se 
| || || || Cuired, by means of transverse rods h, in pairs, 

near the head and foot of the bottom or eot. 
From the foregoing and by reference to the 

drawings it will be seen and readily under 
stood that by folding the legs H' towardeach 

| other, they will lie parallel with the side rails, 
When the bottom may be placed and support | 30 
ed by means of the clips or projections a'i on 
the frame or siderails of the bed. The springs 
Gli extend i somewhat i higher. I than i the i end 
pieces C and C", so as to produce a slightly 
arched effect of the wire mattress, so that 

To each of : 
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when the body of a person is placed on the 
mattressit will yield, by reason of the weight, 
and the springs, through the medium of their | | | | 
slots g and tension, will adjust themselves to : " ' " 
properly support the occupant with comfort 
able resiliency. I | After long usage the wire 
mattress D may sag or become slack, and in 
order to take up said i slackness or tighten i 
the wire mattress I provide the end piece i C' | 
at the foot with means i for revolving it on 
an eccentric axis and for securingit by means 
of the pawl F at any desired point. 
| Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by i 
Letters Patent, is 

i The combination with the side rails, having 
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the upturned ends, of a slotted tubular piece || || || 
secured in the head portion of said rails, and 
a slotted tubular piece having engaging de 
vices about its middle for a pawl, and open 
ings cº, to receive a rod to turn the tube, said 
tubular i piece being i eccentrically hung i for 

55 || || 

journaled in the footportion of the siderails, 
transverse bars uniting the side rails, a se 
ries of bow-springs adjustably secured on said 
bars, a spring-actuated pawl secured on one i 
of the bars and adapted to engage the tubu- i 
lari end piece at the foot of the cot, and a wire : 
mattress secured at its ends in the slots of 
the tubular end i pieces, i substantially as de 
scribed. : ; : : : : : : 

i Witnesses: 
| || CHAS. C. TILLMAN, 

E. A. DUGGAN. 
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