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To all whom it may concern:
. _Be it known that I, GugTAv H. Massa, of
the city, county, and State of New York, have
invented certain new and useful Improvements
in Combined Counters and Boxes for Cards
and other Games; and I do hereby declare that
the following is a full and exact description
thereof, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, and to the letters of refer-
ence marked thereon, making a part of this
specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved game-box provided with the new count-
ing device; Fig. 2, a partial perspective of a
portion of a hinged double-leaf box, to which
a modification of the invention is applied,
showing the same opened out; and Fig. 3, a
similar view of the inner side thereof,

"My invention relates to devices for keeping
count of the points in games with cards, and
for neatly stowing away the cards, pins, &e.,
employed in the game. v

It consists in the construction and arrange-
ment of a novel counting board or tablet and

5 its combination with a game-box, as is here-

inafter more fully described, reference being
had to theaccompanying drawings, in which—

A represents a tablet or board made to con-
stitute the top of a box or case, B, adapted to

‘receive neatly and confine properly the cards

and the counting-pins when not in use.

The box or case B may be made in single
form and provided with a lateral opening, C;
to be closed by a slide, D, as shown in Fig. 1,
the interior of the case being subdivided by
partitions Einto suitable compartments to re-
ceive the cards, pins, &ec.; or as an equivalent
the box may be made in two equal divisions
or leaves, F F, hinged together to admit of
being opeded out and laid flat, so as to bring
the outer faces of its divisions into the same
horizontal plane, as shown in Fig. 2, the inner
side of each division or leaf being subdivided
into compartments G G, (see Fig. 3,) to re-
ceive the cards, and H to receive the pins.
Each card-compartment G is provided with a
transverse detachable retaining-plate, I fitting
at its ends info suitable grooves, m m, in the
sides of the compartment. The pin-compars-

* 50 ment is closed byasliding plate, J. . A spring,
K, (see dotted lines in Fig. 3,) may be fitted
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in the bottom of each card-receptacle to hold
the cards up against the retaining - plate I,
whether there be many or few.

Each table consists of three rows, N O P,
of figures. The first, N, confains the nine

unifs; the second, O, tens, from 10 to 90, and .

the third, P, hundreds, from 100 to 1000.
Upon one side of each row of figures, and op-
posite each number in the row, pin-holes R R
are drilled in the board to receive count-
ing-pins S, and an extra series of these pin-
holes are drilled in a row, T, parallel with the
row N of units, so as to bring a second hole
in line with each unit upon the opposite side
thereof. ‘ '
In addifion to the four series of holes, in
which each hole is designated by an approxi-
mate numeral, as aforesaid, four extra holes,
W W W W, are provided to receive the four
counting-pins S 8 8 S required for each table
when said pins are not in play.
Forasingle-top box, A, where compactness
is required, four of the counting-tables, con-
structed each of four rows of holes and three
rows, N O P, of numerals, are arranged in or-
der upon the top of the box, as shown in Fig.
1, so that, beginning at the outer edge or mar-
gin on the left-hand side of the top of the box
or at the left of each table and proceeding

“inward, there is found, first, a row, T, of ten

holes pierced at regular intervals apart, par-
allel with and close to said outer edge; sec-
ond, the row or column N of nine units, one

opposite each hole except the last; third, a .

parallel row of holes, ten in number, in line
with the first; fourth, a row or eolumn, O, of
tens, beginning with the number 10, opposite
and in line with the nuamber 1 of the row N
of unitsand ending with 90, opposite the ninth
unif; fifth, a parallel row of holes, ten in num-
ber; sixth, a row or column, P, of ordinals,
representing and progressing by hundreds,
beginning with 100, opposite and in line with
the numbers 1 and 10 of the columns N and
O, and extending to 1000, opposite the last
holes in the rows on either side of the column
N of units, and, finally, another row of ten
holes inside of the last ecolumn of ordinals.
The several columns or vertical rowsof holes
and figures in the table are all parallel, and
the horizontal rows of alternate holes and fig-
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ures are likewise parallel, and four of the
tables may be formedupon the top of the card-
box, all as shown in Fig. 1. .

Asan equivalent modification of the device,
the two rows of holes to be designated by and
corresponding with the row N of nine units
may be arranged,respectively,in parallel lines
across the top and bottom of the table, with
the figures denoting the units placed along-
side of the upper row. The ordinals for the
tens, from 10 to 90, and the corresponding
nine holes are then arranged to extend at a
right angle with said row N of units, with said
ordinals extending in avertical line underthe
figure 8 of the row of units N, and their corre-
sponding holes extending in a parallel line on
the right thereof under the unit 9, as shown
in Fig. 2. The ordinals for the hundreds,
from 100 to 1000, are arranged to extend from
the figure 1 at a right angle with the row of
units N and parallei with the tens-row O, their
corresponding holes being pierced outside of
said column of hundreds, parallel therewith
and with the edge of the board, to intersect
the row of holes formed across the bottom of
the table, as above deseribed. In this modi-
fication of the invention the three rows of fig-
ures N O P, with their corresponding holes,
thus form three sides of a parallelogram, whose
fourth side is defined by the second extrarow
of unit-holes, as shown in Fig. 2.

In the use of the invention thrée of the
four pins, 8 8’ 8, supplied for each counting-
table, are used to count and designate the
points made in the game by one of the play-
ers, and the fourth pin, 8’ designates the num-
ber of gawmes played. For example, one pin,
8, is inserted step by step in the holes in one
of the rows corresponding to the column N,
to designate the units, a second pin, &, is in-
serted in the holes corresponding to the tens
column O, to designate the tens, and the third
pin, ¥, in the holes corresponding to the hun-
dreds, while the pin $° is inserted in the hole
in the row T which is opposite the number in
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the row of units corresponding with the num-
ber of games that have been played.

The pinsareshown inthe drawings so placed
as to indicate four hundred and fifty-five
points in the sixth game, as counted on the
table. _

‘When the tables are not in use, the count-
ing-pins are stored in one of the receptacles
H within the box or ease.
likewise be packed away in its compartments
G G.

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination and arrangement, in a
counting board or tablet, of three rows of or-
dinals marked on the board to designate, re-
spectively, the units, from 1 to 9, in the first
row, the tens, from 10 to 100, in the second

50
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row, and the hundreds, from 100 to 1000, in

the third row, in combination with two rows
of ten holes each pierced severally in the
board parallel with the second and third rows
of figures, two rows of nineholes each pierced
severally'in the board parallel with the row
of units on each side thereof, and a series of
counting-pins adapted to be inserted in said
several holes, all substantially in the manner
and for the purpose herein set forth.

9. The combination, with a game-box for
cards, of a top plate pierced with four rows
of holes, two of which correspond in number
and are parallel with a row of units marked
on the board, the third corresponds with
and is parallel to a row of figures denoting the
tens, from 10 to 90, inclusive, and the fourth
corresponds with and is parallel to a row of
figures denoting the hundreds, from 100 to
1000, all substantially in the manner and for
the purpose herein set forth,

Intestimony whereof Thavesigned my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

G. H. MASSA.

‘Witnesses:
S. A. STAVERS,
Jos. I. FAVREAU.
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