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(57) Abstract: Provided is a laser drive device (10) which controls drive of an op-

tical pickup (52) having radiation means (40) for applying a laser beam with a

power based on a set value. The laser drive device (10) includes: code input
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14 COMMAND PERIOD CONTROL UNIT
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40 LASER DIODE

means (11) which inputs a code for specifying a state value for setting power of
the laser beam; power modification means (12a, 12b) which modify the laser
beam power applied by the radiation means in accordance with the code input to a
power value corresponding to the state value specified by the code; and control
means (15) which modifies the drive mode of the laser drive device (10) in accor-
dance with the state value specified by the next code inputted if the code specifies
a particular state value.
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