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2,906,579 
LOCKING MEANS FORPHOTO SLDE CASE 

Rene P. Magnenat, Naugatuck, Conn., assignor to Water 
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tion of Connecticut 
Application February 18, 1955, serial No. 489,222 

2 Claims. (Cl. 312-309) 

This invention relates to locking means for a case for 
receiving and holding photographic slides or the like. 
The object of my invention is to provide an article of 

this type provided with at least one slidable member which 
may be releasably locked in normally closed position. 
A further object is to provide an article of the charac 

ter described in which a cover is adapted to be releasable 
locked in its closed position by its cooperation with a 
member, or members, carried by the case body. 
Another object is to provide such a receptacle in which 

a drawer may be releasably locked in closed position by 
the cooperation of elements carried thereby with a fix 
ture or fixtures on the case body. 

Another object is to provide a case in which at least one 
slidable member may be locked to the case body, in 
closed position, by the cooperation of certain sections of 
predetermined configuration of the member, or box, with 
a resilient element, or elements, carried by the case body, 
or slidable member, all of said sections and resilient ele 
ments being formed integral with a member or case body. 
A still further object is to provide an article of the 

character described which is adapted for manufacture in 
quantity from plastic or other suitable material in which 
the above and other objects may effectively be attained 
as will hereinafter appear. 

Broadly, my invention comprises a photo slide case 
provided with means formed integral therewith for auto 
matically locking its slidable members, or member, in 
closed position. 
A practical embodiment of my invention is shown in 

the accompanying drawings in which: 
Fig. 1 represents, in perspective, a complete article with 

its cover and drawer in closed locked position; 
Fig. 2 represents, in perspective, and on an enlarged 

scale, the article shown in Fig. 1; with certain parts 
broken away; 

Fig. 3 represents, in front elevation, the case body with 
slidable cover and drawer removed; 

Fig. 4 represents, in front elevation, the slidable drawer; 
Fig. 5 represents, in front elevation, the slidable cover. 
Fig. 6 is a diagrammatic representation, in front eleva 

tion, of a portion of the case body and cover illustrating, 
in exaggerated form, the distortion of the posts for un 
locking the cover from the body; and 

Fig. 7 is a diagrammatic representation of the position 
of one post with respect to the cover as seen in a plan view 
of Fig. 6, when the cover is unlocked from the body. 

Referring to the drawings, a cover 1, provided with a 
handle 2, is slidably mounted on the case body 3. De 
pending sections 4 and 5 of cover 1 terminate at their 
lower ends in a tongue and groove, denoted by 6 and 7, 
which fit a tongue 8 extending longitudinally of the case 
body 3 so the cover may be slid therealong to expose the 
inner cavity of said body. 
At least one end of the top of the cover is furnished 

with upwardly extending recesses 9 and 10, formed in 
the cover and adapted to receive the upper ends of posts 
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2 
11, and 12, said posts being formed integral with the 
wall of the case body. 
These posts are normally slotted near their upper ends 

as at 13 and 14 so that they may be laterally sprung from 
a vertical position as described below whereby the upper 
extremities of said posts are forced toward each other 
and disengaged from the recesses 9 and 10 in cover 1 
when the latter is in its closed position to unlock same 
from the case body 3. It will also be noted that posts 11 
and 12 have their upper ends so shaped that when the 
posts are in their normal upright position the said ends 
engage the recesses in the cover so as to prevent move 
ment of same with respect to the body. The relative po 
sitions of the tops of the posts and the recesses of the 
cover are illustrated in Figs. 6 and 7 which also show 
the shape of recesses 9 and 10 permitting the engage 
ment and disengagement of the parts described as foll 
lows: The construction of posts 1 and 12 permits them 
to be sprung toward each other at their upper ends by 
applying pressure thereto as by placing the fingers on 
the outermost edges and squeezing the posts sufficiently 
to disengage therefrom their respective recesses. When 
the cover 1 is slid longitudinally so that recesses 9 and 
10 contact the post ends, the latter are slightly distorted 
from their normal position into said recesses by the cam 
ming action of said recesses on the shaped upper ends of 
the posts as illustrated in Figs. 6 and 7. As illustrated 
in Figs. 6 and 7, recess 9, the interior plan of which is 
shown in dotted outline, rides across and over the end of 
post 11 which assumes the dotted position of Fig.6 and 
then, as the shape of the said recess permits, regains its 
normal upright position as said top of post 11 seats in the 
L-shaped recess. It will be understood that the struc 
ture is flexible and that each post cooperates similarly 
with its recess adapted to receive same, 

In the particular embodiment shown in the drawings, 
the lower section of the case body 3 is formed to receive 
therein a slidable drawer 15, provided with longitudinal 
extensions 16, 7 adapted to be received in the channels 
18, 19 of body 3, as clearly illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2. 
The slidable drawer is provided on its front face with 
bendable posts 20, 2, slotted at 22, 23 and so located 
that their upper ends are received in recesses 24, 25 of 
a shelf 26 formed integral with the face of case body 3 
when the drawer is in its closed position with respect to 
the body. The drawer 15 may be unlocked by urging the 
posts toward each other, at their tops, in a manner, and 
with a result, similar to that described above with refer 
ence to posts 11 and 12 (shown in Figs. 6 and 7). Posts 
20, 21 are slightly spaced at their upper ends from the 
drawer front by slots 22, 23 which gives a desired flexi 
bility thereto. 

Normally, the entire structure is made of a plastic 
having enough resiliency to accomplish the locking and 
unlocking herein described, but it is obvious that the 
invention may be carried out through the use of other 
materials, including metal and/or wood, having the re 
quired characteristics. 
While I have shown only one embodiment of my in 

vention it is readily apparent that a single post and recess, 
either one being carried by the body and the other by 
the slidable member, as long as they are so located as 
to be brought into operative engagement, will, at that 
point, cooperate to lock the slidable member to the sta 
tionary member. 

Since it is evident that various changes may be made 
in the form, construction, materials and arrangement of 
the several parts without departing from the spirit and 
Scope of my invention, I do not intend to be limited 
to the specific embodiment herein shown and described 
except as set forth in the appended claims, 
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What I claim is: 
1. An article of the character described comprising, in 

combination, a hollow body, longitudinal elements located 
along opposite sides of said body, at least one longitudinal 
slidable member supported on said body and said longi 
tudinal elements, and means for locking said slidable 
member to the body, said locking means comprising said 
longitudinal elements and a plurality of resilient posts 
mounted at one end of the body, exterior tapered upper 
ends on said posts, and recessed portions in said slidable 
member for receiving said tapered ends when slid there 
over, whereby said member and the body are locked 
together. 

2. An article of the character described comprising, 
in combination, a hollow body, one member slidably 
mounted on said body, another member slidably mount 
ed in said body, longitudinal elements carried by said 
body for slidably supporting both said members and 
means for locking both members to the body, said lock 
ing means including said longitudinal elements and a plu 
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4. 
rality of resilient posts mounted on said body and second 
slidable member, tapered ends on each post, and recessed 
portions on said first named member and said body, for 
receiving said tapered post ends when brought into en 
gagement therewith whereby the members and body are 
locked together. 
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