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To all, Luhon, it Tay concern: 
Be it known that I, LENAL. INGRAHAM, of 

Indianapolis, county of Marion, and State of 
Indiana, have invented a certain new and use 
ful Desk-Easel; and I do hereby declare that 
the following is a full, clear, and exact de 
scription thereof, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings, in which like figures 
refer to like parts. 
This invention relates to a combination 

easel and portfolio adapted, primarily, for 
use on School-desks or which can also be used 
on any other kind of desk or table or as a lap 
easel. The purpose is to make an easel that 
is durable, convenient to manipulate and 
carry, and which will be convenient for use 
for the purpose intended. The full nature 
of said easel will be understood from the ac 
companying drawings and the description 
and claims following. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan of the 
easel with the parts opened out. Fig. 2 is a 
side elevation of the easel in position for 
work, the body of the easel extending longi 
tudinally upward. Fig. 3 is the same view 
of the easel in the same position, with the 
auxiliary brace being used instead of the main 
brace. Fig. 4 is a side elevation of the easel 
with the body of the easel extending hori 
Zontally. Fig. 5 is the same with the auxil 
iary brace in use instead of the main brace. 
Fig. 6 is a section of the edge of one of the 
flaps or braces, showing a metal binding. 
Fig. 7 is a plan of the back of the easel when 
folded for carrying. Fig. 8 is a plan of the 
back of the easel with the two long flaps 
broken away. Fig. 9 is the same with one of 
the long flaps broken away. Fig. 10 is a flexi 
ble connection between the body portion and 
one of the flaps. 

In detail I make the body l of the easel rec 
tangular, substantially as shown, so that it 
will be longer one way than the other. This 
is preferably made of a certain kind of straw 
board which is in the market and which per 
mits the free use of thumb-tacks, whereby 
the drawing-paper can be secured to its outer 
face and which will not warp and is light in 
weight. To the four sides of this body por 
tion I attach four flaps, as shown in Fig. 1. 
These flaps are also made of strawboard, pref 
erably, and are flexibly secured to the side of 

the body portion by cloth strips 2. This at 
tachment is for the full length of the side of 
the body portion and of the flap. For each 
attachment two cloth strips are used, one to 
each side, being glued to the flap and body 
portion and being so placed that the strips 
will hold the flap and body portion some dis 
tance apart, so as to give quite free flexibility 
to this connection. In this way I Secure a 
long base board or piece 3 and a correspond 
ing long brace 4 to the two shorter sides of 
the body portion and the short base-board 5 
and a brace 6 to the longer sides of the body 
portion. These flaps are triangular in form, 
with the base of the triangle the same as the 
length of the side of the body portion of the 
easel to which it is secured, but with the point 
of the triangle cut away somewhat, as shown. 
On the base-boards 3 and 5 I Secure the 

racks 7. These may consist of corrugated 
tin, strawboard, or other suitable rigid and 
durable material. The width of these racks 
is about the same as the width of the small 
end of the brace opposite, and they are adapt 
ed to receive the same when the easel is put 
in position for use, as appears in Figs. 2 and 
4. I bind the edges of these flaps with a 
metal binding 8, that is U-shaped in cross 
section, as is shown in Fig. 6. This accom 
plishes two purposes-one to stiffen the braces 
and base-boards and the other to protect the 
edges of the same. 

It is observed that the easel when con 
structed as above described can be placed in 
two positions-that is, so the face of it will 
extend lengthwise horizontally, as shown in 
Fig. 4, or upwardly, as shown in Fig. 5-for 
the convenience of the artist or pupil. When 
placed in one position, one pair of the flaps is 
used for base-board and brace, while the other 
pair is folded in upon each other behind the 
body portion of the easel, as appears in Fig. 8, 
and becomes a portfolio for holding any papers 
desired. In that position they are secured 
together, and for that purpose I show here a 
fastener consisting of an eyepiece 9 on the 
flap 6, that springs over a button 10 on the 
flap 5. For the other pair of flaps I show a 
different fastening. On the base-piece 3 I 
secure a metal yoke II, to which there is piv 
oted a spring-lever 12, that passes through 
an opening in a plate 13, that is pivotally 
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4. 

connected by the strap 14 to the brace 4. 
Both of these fastenings are old and are shown 
here merely for convenience; but each one is 
of such form as to hold the flaps together and 
to be readily unfastened and admit of the 
holding of more or less papers for the port 
folio part. When not in use, the short, pair 
of flaps are first folded inward in the posi 
tion shown in Fig. 8, and the long pair of 
flaps are folded down upon the short, ones, as 
appears in Fig. 7, both being fastened by the 
fasteners, as described, and in that position 
the easel is very compact and is easy to carry 
or handle. It also furnishes a place for an 
envelop containing drawing-paper or other 
papers. This envelop is placed against the 
back of the body portion, and then the short 
flaps are folded in upon it, and when the 
long flaps are folded down the envelop or pa 
pers cannot escape. It is also a portfolio 
when in use, the two flaps folded holding any 
papers. It is observed in this construction 
that the attachment of the flaps for their full 
length with the sides of the body portion 
tends greatly to strengthen the body portion 
of the easel and render it rigid while in use. 
The base-board is made rather short in or 

der to be adapted for school-desks, and when 
so made the face or body of the easel is held 
at considerable of an angle, as appears in 
Figs. 2 and 4. It is often desirable that the 
face of the easel extend at a very small an 
gle, as appears in Figs. 3 and 5, and this is 
especially desirable for water-colors or brush 
work. To meet this requirement, auxiliary 
braces 15 and 16 are flexibly secured to the 
main braces 4 and 6, respectively, in the po 
sition shown in Figs. 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, and 9. 
These are preferably made of strawboard also 
and secured by the cloth strips 17. Their 
free ends may be fastened down by the fas 
teners 18, made like the fasteners for the 
short main flaps 5 and 6; but a fastener is 
not needed. 
While the strawboard material and cloth 

connections I have referred to are the pref 
erable materials, I do not desire to be limited 
to them, nor do I wish to be limited to 
boards of any kind in making the flaps, 
Whether base-pieces or braces, for other forms 
of the base-pieces and braces-such as wire 
frames-might be used. 

- 669,009 

What I claim as my invention, and desire 
to secure by Letters Patent, is 

1. A desk - easel including a rectangular 
body portion, a base-board flexibly connected 
entirely along one side of the body portion, 
a rack on said base-board, and a brace-board 
flexibly connected entirely along the opposite 
side of the body portion and adapted to en 
gage said rack. 

2. A desk - easel indluding a rectangular 
body portion, base - pieces flexibly secured 
along two adjacent sides of said body portion, 
racks on said base-pieces, and corresponding 
braces flexibly secured along the other sides 
of said body portion and adapted to engage 
the racks on said base-pieces. 

3. A desk - easel including a rectangular 
body portion, base-pieces flexibly connected 
with the two adjacent sides of said body por 
tion, racks on said base-pieces, correspond 
ing braces flexibly secured to the body por 
tion and adapted to engage the racks on the 
opposite base - piece, and means for detach 
ably fastening each pair of said base-pieces 
and hraces. 

4. A desk - easel including a rectangular 
body portion longer one way than the other, 
a rigid flap or board flexibly connected with 
each of the four sides throughout the length 
and width of said body portion, a rack on one 
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of each pair of oppositely-located flaps to re 
ceive the end of the opposite flap, and means 
for detachably fastening the flaps of each 
pair together when folded. 

5. A desk - easel including a rectangular 
body portion, a base-piece flexibly connected 
with one side of said body portion, a rack on 
said base-piece, a base-board flexibly secured 
to the opposite side of the body portion and 
adapted to engage the rack in the base-piece, 
and an auxiliary brace flexibly secured to the 
main brace and adapted to engage the rack 
On the base - piece when said main brace is 
folded against the body portion. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto affixed 
my signature in the presence of the witnesses 
herein named. 

LENA IL. INGRAHAM. 
Witnesses: 

EDGAR. E. HENDEE, 
O. M. STITNER. 

85 

95 

  


