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To all whom it may concern,:

Be it known that I, Creamxs F. G. Un-
pacty, citizen of the United States of Amer-
ica, residing at Allegheny, in the county of
Allegheny and State of Pennsylvania, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Machines for Sealing Envelops, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had therein to the accompanying
drawing.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in machines for seal-
ing envelops, and the invention relates more
particularly to a novel form of machine or
punch adapted to be used for securing fas-
teners in an envelop.

The present invention relates particularly
to a machine or punch employed for sealing
envelops, the machine being constructed to
receive the envelop to be sealed, and in con-
junction with the fastener, to seal the en-
velop when the machine is operated, and
with means for adjusting the machine to
envelops of various sizes.

To this end, my. improved machine or
punch is employed in connection with the
fasteners or’ closures illustrated, described
and claimed in my pending application for
patent, filed Sept.1,1905, Serial No. 97 6,728,
the present invention being wholly generic
to the above mentioned application.

In my pending application a closure is
described as consisting of an annulus having
a series of depending teeth, these teeth being
adapted to engage the flaps of an envelop
and firmly secure them together. The clo-
sure or annulus when placed in engagement
with an envelop will prevent a person from,
opening or tampering with the former with-
out breaking the seal or envelop.

The present invention aims to provide a
machine or punch which will temporarily
position and then affix the fastener or cla.
sure to an envelop placed in the machine or
punch.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a simply constructed gage device where-
by the machine is readily adapted to en-
velops of various sizes.

With the above and other objects in view,
which will more readily ‘appear as the na-
ture of the invention is befter understood,
the same consists in the novel construction,
combination and arrangement of parts to
be hereinafter more fully described and then

specifically pointed out in the claim, and
referring to the drawing accompanying this
application, like numerals of reference desig-
nate corresponding parts throughout the
several views, in which —

Figure 1 is a front elevation of my im-
proved device, Fig. 2 is a top plan view of
the same, Fig. 8 is an end view, Flig. 4 is a
vertical sectional view of the device, Fig. 5
Is a detail view of the fastener employed in
connection with the device, Ifig. 6 1s a simi-
lar view of a ring employed in connection
with the fastener illustrated in Fig. 5, ig.
7 is a front elevation of s machine ilus-
trating a modified form of construction, Fig.
8 is a side elevation of the same, Iig. 9
is a side elevation of one of the adjustable

guide strips used in connection with the
machine, ¥ig. 10 is a plan of the same, Fig.
11is a plan of another guide strip employed
In connection with the machine, Fig. 19 is
a plan view showing the base, guide strip
and gages, Fig. 13 is an end view of the
gages.

To put my invention into practice, I con-
struct my improved device or machine of a
base 1, which is made of wood or the like
material, said base being provided with or-
namental edges 2, and with a semi-circular
recess 3 in its front edge. 'The rear edge 4
of the base is provided with an upwardly
extending bracket 5 having outwardly ex-
tending arms 6, 6 the ends of the arms being
provided with pierced bosses 7 and 8. In
the pierced bosses is mounted a vertically
disposed plunger 9 carrying a conventional
form of knob or handle 10 upon its upper
end, while its lower end 1s provided with an
annular cap 11, said cap having an annular
recess 12 formed in its bottom. The plunger
9 1s vetained in the pierced hosses 7 and 8
by a coiled spring 14 which surrounds the
phmger and is interposed between the
pierced boss 8 and a washer 15 secured upen
the plunger by a set screw 16. The washer
15 limits the upward movement of the
plunger, and by adjusting the washer, the
tension of the spring 14 can be increased or
decreased as desired. - o '

Upon the base 1 of the device is mounted
a longitudinally disposed plate 17 of thin
material, the ends of said guide plate being
provided with depending lugs 18, 18 where.
by when said plate is secured by screws 19
to the ends of the base 1, the plate will be
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slightly elevated above the base to permit
the insertion of the envelop between the

guide plate and the base. The central por- |

Tion of the guide plate 17 is enlarged as at
20 and provided with a vertically disposed
opening 21.

The rear edge of the base 1 1s provided
with a guide strip 22, the ends of said strip
being provided with rearwardly extending
slotted lugs 28, 23, whereby said guide strip
may be adjustably secured to the base 1 by
cet screws 24, 24. The upper edge of the
guide strip is provided with forwardly ex-
tending spaced lugs 25, the object of which
will be presently described.

in Fig. 5 of the drawing, the fastener
which I employ in connection with the im-

- proved device, 1S illustrated, said fastener

oo
<

0 aceidentally passing

consisting of a metallic annulus 26 having
peripheral depending prongs 27. 1In connec-
tion with the fastener, a ring 28 1is used
(see I'ig. 6), this ring having one face pro-
Vided with o suitable adhesive material such
as ceinent or mucilage.

When it is desired to seal an envelop, the
ring 28 is placed upon the inside of the en-
velop and secured by pressure to the flaps
of the body of the envelop. The sealing
flap is then dampened and placed upon the
flaps of the body portion and the envelop
placed in the improved device. In this op-
eration, the envelop passes beneath the plate
17, the guide strip 22 having been positioned
to limit the inward movement of said en-

5 velop and to correctly position the apex of

the sealing flap divectly beneath the opening
91 of the plate 17. Said lugs 25 assist in
positioning the envelop by receiving the
envelop thereunder and preventing it from
over the top of the
guide strip 22. The fastener illustrated in
iig. 5 of the drawing, 1s now placed in the
opening 21, the prongs thereof protruding
downwardly. By striking the knob or han-
dle 10 of the plunger 9 a sharp blow, the
head 11 of the plunger travels downwardly
into the opening 21 of the plate 17, foreing
the fastener 26 into engagement with the
{laps of the envelop. As the fastener is
driven into the flaps, the prongs 27 of the
annulus will be bent into a plane parallel
with the body of the envelop when they have
engaged the ring 28, said ring being em-
ployed to prevent the prongs from passing
entively through the envelop. The spring
L+ which surrounds the plunger will imme-
diately veturn the plunger to 1ts normal po-
sition when released.

The adjustable guide strip 22 can be
moved upon the base 1 to correctly position
the sealing flaps directly beneath the center
of the plate 17, and in order that an en-
velop may be easily pl aced beneath the plate
17 and removed therefrom, the front edge

of the base 1 is provided with the recess 3,
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which permits of a person easily gripping
an envelop to remove or place the same in
position.

The plate 17,
bracket 5 and its appurtenant parts are pref-
erably constructed of strong and durable

| metal, while the base is preferably made of

wood.

In Figs. 7 to 11 inclusive I have llus-
trated a form of the improved device where-
in a novel form of gage device is employed,
the remainder of the machine being identi-
cal with the machine illustrated: in Figs. 1to
4 inclusive. The gage device illustrated in
Figs. 7 to 11 inclusive is employed for large
and oblong envelops. A gage member 29
is mounted at one end of the base 1 near the
rear edge thereof, this gage member being
angular in cross section to provide a vertical
edge 30 against which the edge of an en-
velop is adapted to abut. The gage niember
29 is adjustable by a set screw 31 extending
through a slot 82 formed in the horizontal
portion of the gage member 29. Upon the
opposite end of the base 1 adjacent to the
rear edge is mounted a similar gage member
83, having a vertical front edge 33’. Upon
the vertical edge of said last mentioned gage
member, I slidably mount an end gage 34,
this end gage being adapted to bear against
the end of an envelop and correctly position
it beneath the plunger of the machine.

For the purpose of this description the
cage members 29—33 will be referred to-as
the vear gages and the gage member 34 will
be referred to as the end gage. The rear
gages 29—33 are disposed in alinement and
longitudinally of the guide plate 17 and par-
allel thereto and adjustable toward and
away from the guide plate by their slots and
clamp screws, as will be obvious, while the
end gage 34 extends at right angles to one
of the rear gages and is adjustable longitu-
dinally thereof, as shown. The end gage 34
is slidably mounted upon the vertical edge
33’ by means of the screw 40, working with-
in the slot 41 provided in the edge 33’ and
threaded into said gage as shown in Figs. 12
and 13.

Tt is thought from the foregoing that the
construetion, operation and advantages of
the herein described machine for sealing en-
velops wiil be apparent without further de-
seription, i
proportion and minor details of construc-
tion may be resorted to within the scope of
the appended claim without departing from
the spirit of the invention.

What T claim and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is:—

Tn o machine for applying fasteners to
envelops, the combination of a base, a thin
guide plate provided at each end with an in-
tegral depending lug, said lugs secured -to
the opposite ends of the base and adapted to

guide strip 22 and the
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support said plate in spaced relation there- ger carried by said standard, and envelop 1¢
above, said plate having its central portion | guiding means carried by the base.

flaring outwardly at opposite points, said In testimony whereof T affix my signature
flaring portion provided with zui integra% in the presence of two witnesses.

collar having a circular central vertica T \

opening thergthrough, said base having one CLEMENS I. G. UMBACH.
side provided with a circular excision at a Witnesses:

point opposite said collar, the opposite side I1. C. Evzrr,

ot said base supporting a standard, a plun- L. I. Porrrr.




