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The present invention relates to new and tseful

improvemients in curb or valve box cleaners, and

hias for its primary objéct to provide, in a manier
as hereinafter set forth, novel means whereby
stones, sticks and other objects may be expe-
ditiously removed from a crub box. ‘

Another very important object of the invention
is to provide, in a tcol of the aforementioned
character comprising a pair of pivotally mount-
ed, coacting jaws, novel means for manually clos-
ing said jaws.

Still another very important object of the in-
vention is to provide a curb box cleaning tool
wherein the pivotally mounted jaws may be con-
veniently adjusted.

Other objects of the invention are to provide
a curb or valve hex cleaning tool which will be
comparatively simple in construction, strong,
durable, highly efficient and reliable in use, com-
pact, light in weight, and which may ke manufac-
tured at low cost.

All of the foregoing and still further objects
and advantages of the invention will become ap-
parent from a study of the following specifica-
tion, taken in connection with the accompanying
drawings wherein like characters of reference
designate corresponding parts throughout the
several views, and wherein:

Figure 1 is a view in side elevation of a tool
constructed in accordance with the present in-
vention.

PFigure 2 and 3 are perspective views of the jaws.

Figure 4 is a view in vertical section through
the device with portions broken away.

Tigure 5 is a view in horizontal section, taken
substantially cn the line 5—5 of Figure 4.

Pigure 6 is a detail view in side elevation of the
forked head.

Referring now to the drawings in detail, it will
be seen that the embodiment of the invention
which has been illustrated comprises a tubular
metallic shaft 1 of suitable length and diameter.
Tixed as by welding on the lower end of the tubu-
lar shaft 1 is a forked metallic head 2. The head
2 has formed vertically therein a bore 3 which
communicates with the tubular shaft I, said bore
comprising a counterbored lower portion 4. The
legs 5 of the head 2 comprise bifurcations & hav-
ing aligned openings 7 therein. :

Hingedly mounted for swinging movement on
the head 2 and suspended therefrom is a pair of
coacting jaws 8 of substantially segmental cross-
section. The jaws 8 include tapered lower end
portions 8. Fixed on the upper portions of the
jaws 8, on the inner sides thereof and projecting
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5 collar 28.

upwardly from said jaws are metallic brackets
10. The brackets 10 have formed in their upper
portions apertures |f which accommodate pins
12'in the apertures 7 for pivotally suspending the
jaws 8 from the head 2. The inner portions of
the bracKets 18 ovérlap and have formed therein
communicating slots 13, the purpose of which will
be presently set forth.

Threadedly mounted on the upper end portion
of the tubular shaft | is a four-way coupling or
pipe cross 14. Tubular handles |5 are threadedly
connected to the cross 14 and project in cpposite
directions therefrom. A rod {6 is operable in the
cross- 18 and the tubular shaft 1, said rod extend-
ing slidably through the bore 8 in the head 2.
Mounted on the lower end portion of the rod 16
ig a clevis 17, the shank 18 of which is slidably
engaged in the counterbore 4. The clevis 17
straddles the lapped inner portions of the brack-
ets 19 and is operatively connected thereto by a
pin {9 which is engaged in the slots i3.

The upper end portion of the rod 16 extends
slidably through a bushing 26 which is threadedly
mounted. in the upper portion of the cross 4.
Pivotally mounted, as at 21, on one of the handles
15 ig a hand lever 22. The rod 16 extends loosely
through one end portion of the lever 22 and has
threaded thereon a wing nut 23, thereby opera-
tively connecting said rod to said lever for rais-
ing thereby for closing the jaws 8. The upper
end portion of the rod 16 is threaded, as at 24,
to accommodate the wing nut 23. An opening 25
is provided in the hand lever 22 for the rod 16.

Tized on the rod 16 within the cross {4 is a

A coil spring 21 encircles the rod 15
and has one end engaged with the bushing 26 and
its other end engaged with the collar 26 for
yieldingly urging said rod downwardly for open-
ing the jaws 8.
- Tt is thought that the operation of the teol
will be readily apparent from a consideration of
the foregoing. Briefly, the jaws 8 are normally
held in open position by the coil spring 21 push-
ing downwardly on the rod 16. Through the me-
dium of the wing nut 23, the position of the jaws
8 when open may be conveniently and accurately
adjusted as desired. Of course, the jaws 8 are
lowered into the curb or valve box to be cleaned.
The substantially segmental cross-sectional
shape of the jaws 8 permits them to move closely
adjacent to or against the walls of the box. Thus,
the jaws 8 will readily pass downwardly between
the walls of the curb box and a stone, for example,
therein. ’

When the jaws 8 have been positioned on op-
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bosite sides of the stone or other object, the rod
16 is moved upwardly against the tension of the
coil spring 27 through the medium of the handle
22, thus closing the jaws 8 on the object to be re-
moved. The jaws 8 will firmly grip the stone or
other objects which may now be readily lifted out
of the curb box.

It is believed that the many advantages of a
curb box cleaner constructed in accordance with
the present invention will be readily understood,
and although a preferred embodiment of the
tool is as illustrated and described, it is to be
understood that changes in the details of con-

struction and in the combination and arrange-

ment of parts may be resorted to which will fall
within the scope of the invention as claimed.

‘What is claimed is: ; :

1. A tool of the character described comprisin
a tubular housing, a pair of coacting jaws pivot-
ally mounted on one end of the housing, a pipe
cross threadedly mounted on the other end por-
tion of the housing, a pair of handles threadedly
mounted on the cross, a bushing threadedly
mounted on the cross in alignment with the tubu-
lar shaft, a rod slidable in the bushing, the cross
and the tubular shaft and pivotally connected, at
one end, to the jaws for actuating said jaws, a
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hand lever pivotally mounted on one of the han-
dles, said lever having an opening in one end por-
tion aligned with the bushing, the rod passing
through said opening, a nut threaded on the rod
and engaged with the lever for adjustably con-
necting the rod thereto for actuation thereby in
one direction, a collar fixed on the rod within the
cross, and & coil spring encircling the rod between
the bushing and the collar for actuating said rod
for opening the jaws.

2. A curb box cleaner comprising a tubular
shaft, a pair of coacting jaws pivotally mounted
on one end of said shaft, a fitting mounted on the

‘other end of the shaft, handles carried by and
‘projecting laterally from opposite sides of said

fitting, a rod slidable in the shaft and bivotally
connected to the jaws for opening and closing the
same a lever pivotally mounted on one of the
handles and having an inner arm operatively
connected to the rod and an outer arm adjacent
and movable toward said one handle for actuat-

‘ing said rod to swing the jaws toward each other,

and a spring acting to normally spread the jaws
with the inner arm of the lever engaged with
the fitting and the jaws disposed in parallel rela-
tion. :

- GEORGE AREND COLE.



