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1. 

2,954,005 
TRAFFIC CONE MARKER ASSEMBLY 

Louis A. Ciofi, 345 E. 119th St, and Thomas A. Galli 
more, 435 E. 14th St, both of New York, N.Y. 

Filed Dec. 19, 1958, Ser. No. 781,644 
7 Claims. (C. 116-63) 

The present invention relates to cone marker assemblies 
of the type that are disposed in lines along roads and 
highways to direct traffic. 

Heretofore, such traffic cone markers were constructed 
of a flat base member and a hollow, conical body mem 
ber of rubber or plastic mounted thereon. The base 
member is conventionally ring shaped to provide means 
for entry into the interior of the hollow body portion of 
the traffic cone so that numbers of such cones can be 
stacked for ease in storing. 

Prior traffic cone markers have been between about 
two and three feet in height. When large numbers of 
these cones are stacked for storage in a small space, such 
as in a locker or truck, only relatively little saving in 
space is effected. In addition, difficulty is often en 
countered in separating such stacked traffic cones due to 
sticking of the inner surfaces of upper cones to the outer 
surfaces of cones below. w 

Accordingly, it is the object of the present invention to 
provide a traffic cone marker assembly capable of reduc 
tion in size and cooperation with other of such reduced 
size cones for ease in storage. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

such a traffic cone which overcomes the objection of 
sticking when stored with other cones in the stacked posi 
tion. 

Other aims and advantages of the invention will be ap 
parent from the following description and appended 
claims. 

In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is an elevational view of a traffic cone marker 

assembly embodying the invention, part being broken 
away to show in cross-section the internal construction; 

Fig. 2 is an elevational view of the traffic cone marker 
assembly of Fig. 1 showing the assembly in the collapsed 
position, part being broken away to show in cross-section 
the internal construction; 

Fig. 3 is an elevational view of a modified traffic cone 
marker assembly embodying the invention, part being 
broken away to show in cross-section the internal con 
struction; and 

Fig. 4 is an elevational view of the traffic cone marker 
assembly of Fig. 3 is the collapsed position. 

In accordance with the present invention, a traffic cone 
marker assembly is provided comprising a base member, 
collapsible support means having first and second ends 
and secured at said first end to the base member, and 
a collapsible body member secured at the lower end to 
the base member and at the upper end to the second end 
of the collapsible support means. 

Referring specifically to the embodiment of Figs. 1 
and 2, the traffic cone marker assembly 10 comprises a 
base member 12 and a collapsible body member 14. The 
base member includes compartment means 16 for storing 
material 18, such as sand, water, or the like, for weight 
ing the lower end of the assembly. Telescoping support 
means 20, comprising a plurality of substantially equal 
length sections 22, is secured at the lower end 24 to the 

2 
base member 12 by means of sleeve. 26, and is secured 
at its upper end 28 to the upper end 30 of collapsible 
body member 14. - - - 

The collapsible body member 14 is composed of a 
plurality of relatively-telescoping, truncated-conical sec 
tions 32, each having a length substantially equal to that 
of the sections 22 of telescoping support means 20. 
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Each successive section 32 has an external lower base 
diameter slightly larger than the inner upper base di 
ameter of the section below it, thereby providing for 
extension of the assembly to its full height as well as for 
collapse to a minimum height equal to the length of a 
single section. 
When the assembly is in the fully extended position, 

as shown in Fig. 1 of the drawing, the overlapping en 
gagement between sections of the collapsible body means 
as well as the additional support of the fully extended 
telescoping support means serves to insure against col 
lapse of the assembly. 
The assembly is provided with means for stacking 

collapsed assemblies in the manner shown in Fig. 2 of 
the drawings. Recessed engaging means, comprising the 
inside of collapsed upper telescoping support means 20, 
is provided on the lower side of base member 12 and co 
operating protruding engaging means 34 is provided at 
the upper end 28 of the assembly. - 
The truncated conical sections of the collapsible body 

member may be provided with interlocking engaging 
means (not shown), such as lips positioned around the 
upper interior and lower exterior of each section for 
relative engagement. 

In a modified embodiment of the invention, as shown 
in Figs. 3 and 4 of the drawings, elements have been as 
signed the same numbers as assigned equivalent elements 
of the embodiment of Figs. 1 and 2. In this embodi 
ment, collapsible body member 14 comprises a hollow, 
single, accordion-pleated, generally-conical member hav 
ing a Series of alternate circular internal folds 38 and ex 
ternal folds 40 which successively decrease in diameter 
from the lower end to the upper end of the member, as 
shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings. In the collapsed posi 
tion, as shown in Fig. 4 of the drawings, each fold 40 
contacts the fold immediately above and below it, there 
by providing a great reduction in height of the over-all 
assembly. Stacking of collapsed assemblies of the mod 
ified embodiment is effected in the same manner as with 
the embodiment of Figs. 1 and 2. 

It has long been desired to provide taller traffic cone 
markers which can be more easily seen by motorists. It 
is generally believed that the ideal height for such cones 
is to the eye level of the motorist in the driving position, 
i.e. a height of about five feet. It is not feasible to em 
ploy a conventional, single body-section cone marker 
of this height. However, the collapsible cone marker 
of the invention is ideally suited for construction in five 
foot extended heights. Such a cone marker, constructed 
of five, one foot sections, could be stored in a space only 
one foot in height. 

It is to be understood that other modifications of col 
lapsible body member and collapsible support means may 
be employed without departing from the generic teach 
ing of the present invention. 
The traffic cone marker assemblies of the invention 

may be built of any of the conventional materials of 
such construction, however, it is preferred that the col 
lapsible body member be constructed of rubber, plastic 
or the like, in order to avoid damage to a vehicle that 
may strike it. It is also preferred that the collapsible 
support member be constructed of metal, plastic or the 
like, to impart rigidity to the assembly. The material of 
construction of the base member is less critical, but rub 
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ber and plastic are preferred from the weight and safety 
standpoints. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A traffic cone marker. assembly comprising a 

weighted base member; a rigid, telescoped, collapsible 
support means having a first and a second end and se 
cured near said first end to said base member; and an 
outer, collapsible body member means having an upper 
end and a lower end and secured near said lower end 
to said base member and near said upper end to said 
collapsible support means at a point near said second 
end thereof. 

2. A traffic cone marker assembly in accordance with 
claim 1 wherein said base member also has recessed en 
gaging means at the bottom thereof and said second end 
of said collapsible support means has protruding engag 
ing means, whereby at least two of said traffic cone 
marker assemblies may be stacked vertically for storage. 

3. The traffic cone marker assembly in accordance 
with claim 1, wherein said base member includes com 
partment means for storing material for weighting the 
lower end of said assembly. 

4. The traffic cone marker assembly in accordance 
with claim 1, wherein said collapsible body member 
means comprises a plurality of substantially equal length, 
relatively telescoping, hollow, truncated-conical sections 
having successively larger diameters from the upper end 
to the lower end thereof. 

5. The traffic cone marker assembly in accordance with 
claim 1, wherein said collapsible body member means 
comprises a hollow, single, accordion-pleated, generally 
conical member. 

6. A traffic cone marker assembly comprising a 
weighted base member; vertical, rigid, telescoped, col 
lapsible support means having a first end and a second 
end and secured at said first end to said base member, 
said telescoped support means comprising a plurality 
of relatively telescoping sections of substantially equal 
length; and an outer collapsible body member means 
formed of plastic material and secured at the lower end. 
to said base member and to said telescoped support 
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4. 
means at a point near said second end thereof; said 
collapsible body member means comprising a plurality of 
relatively-telescoping, hollow, truncated-conical sections, 
each having a length substantially equal to the length of 
said equal sections of said telescoped support means; said 
base member also having recessed engaging means at the 
bottom thereof and said second end of said telescoped 
Support means having protruding engaging means, where 
by at least two of said traffic cone marker assemblies may 
be stacked vertically for storage. 

7. A traffic cone marker assembly comprising a 
weighted base member; vertical, rigid, telescoped, col 
lapsible support means having a first end and a second 

5 
end and Secured at said first end to said base member, 
said telescoped support means comprising a plurality of 
relatively telescoping sections of substantially equal 
length; and the outer collapsible body member means 
formed of plastic material and secured at the lower end to 
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said base member and at the upper end to said telescoped 
Support means at a point near said second end thereof; 
said collapsible body member means comprising a hol 
low, single, accordion-pleated, generally-conical mem 
ber; said base member also having recessed engaging 
means at the bottom thereof and said second end of said 
telescoped support means having protruding engaging 
means, whereby at least two of said traffic cone marker 
assemblies may be stacked vertically for storage. 
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