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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GABRIEL. ROHRBACH,
of Del Rio, in the county of Val Verde and
State of Texas, have invented new and use-
ful Improvements in Gate-Ilinges, of which
the following is.a full, clear, and exact de-
scription.

The invention relates to improvements in
gate-hinges, the object being to provide hinges
which will hold the gate in an open position.

To these ends my invention consists in the
peculiar construetion and combination of
parts, as ishereinafter described and claimed.

Reierence isto be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of thisspecifieation,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a gate hav-
ing my improvement applied; and Fig. 2 is
an enlarged view, broken, of part of a gate
and its supporting-post with a lower hinge
thereon, these parts being shown in opened
adjustment, the same being shown closed in
Fig. 1 opposite the arrow 2 in said figure.

The improvements herein shown may be ap-
plied to any swinging gate, and are specifi-
cally adapted for use in connection with gates
for yard and park inclosures.

A indicates a gate of moderate dimensions,
and B C the posts between which the gate is
designed to swihg. The gate A is hung on
two hinges D E, of peculiarform. Thelower
hinge D consists of two brackets a b, each
having a flange-plate that is perforated to re-
ceive serews o’ b’, whereby they are affixed to
the gate A and post B, respectively consid-
ered. On the bracket b, which engages the
post B, an integral leaf ¢ is formed, that pro-
jects from the flange on the post and forms
an angle therewith of less than ninety de-
grees, so that said leaf ¢ will incline slightly
from a horizontal plane, and on its outer end
portion an upright pintle d is erected. The
mating bracket a, that is secured by its per-
forated flange to the vertical bar A’ of the
gate A, is formed in some respects similar to
the bracket b, one change made in its con-
struction consisting in the elongation of its
outwardly-projecting leaf e, which isinclined
slightly upward in the same degree that the
leat ¢ on the other bracket b ineclines down-

ward, and has a series of aligned perforations

e’ formed in it to engage the pintle d loosely
with either of the perforations, as may be
necessary for the proper adjustment of the
hinge D. The upper hinge E consists of two
brackets g &, the first-named bracket being
provided with a projecting leaf ¢, that is in-
clined downwardly in a plane parallel to the
leaf ¢ when the bracket ¢ is secured to the
post B, saidleaf g’ being outwardly prolonged
and provided with a series of holes that are
spaced equally and are the same distance
apart as are the holes ¢’ in the bracketa. The
bracket 7 of the hinge E is substantially the
same in general form as the lower bracket &
on the post B, with the exception that its pro-
jecting leaf 7’ is inclined upwardly to lie in
a plane parallel with the plane of the lower
bracket-leaf e, said bracket & being provided
with a pintle ¢. The bracket % is secured on
the gate-bar A’ at such a point as will cause
its leaf &/ to afford a seat for the extended
leaf ¢ of the bracket g, the pintle ¢ entering
a proper hole in the leaf ¢’ to retain the gate
A in a vertical plane when closed.

The gate A when hung on itshinges, as has
been explained, will normally rest in closed
adjustment, owing to the relative inclination
of the bearings or leaves on said hinges, and
when the gate is opened in either direction
of travel it will be slightly elevated and
adapted fo close with a slight impetus.

As a convenient means to retain the gate A
in an open position when swung at a right
angle to the engaged face of the post B, as
shown in Fig. 2, supporting-bracket plates %
of similar form are secuved on opposite sides
of the post B, whereon spring-hooks of the
same shape are each fasténed by one end to
a screw-stud at m, thence extended to a stud
m’, around which they are coiled, and thence
forwardly projected to afford a latching-limb
m? that is provided with a hook on ifs free
end for engagement with anintegral upwardly
and inwardly extended flange n, formed on
the edge of the leaf ¢ of the bracket ¢. Said
latching-flange n is duplicated on the oppo-
site edge of the bracket-leaf ¢, as shown in
Fig. 2, whereby a self-adjusting latching de-
vice is afforded, which will retain the gate A
in opened position if swung toward or from
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the person of the operator. In case the gate
sags, owing to an inward inclination of the
post B, the adjustment of the hinges D E to
alter the engagement of the pintles on and
holes in the brackets of said hinges may be
made to compensate forsuch asagging of the
free edge of the gate and restore the same to
a vertical position withoutregard to the incli-
nation of either post. ’

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination, with a hinge consisting
of two brackets provided with overlapping
leaves having a pintle connection, of a spring-

hook for engaging one of the leaves, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. The combination, with a hinge consisting
of two brackets having overlapping leaves
and having a pintle connection, and the leaf
of the braeket adapted for attachment to the
gate being provided with inwardly-inclined
side flanges, of two spring-hooks adapted for
attachment to the gate-post and to engageé
said flanges, substantially as set forth.

GABRIEL ROHRBACH.
Witnesses:
JoHN K. PEIRCE,
PETER ZEIBS.
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