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To att, whom, it may concern: * 
Beit known that we, RoBERT H. CURTIs, 

a resident of Long Branch, and HENRY D. 
CURTIS, a resident of Red Bank, in the county 
of Monmouth and State of New Jersey, citi 
Zens of the United States, have invented a 
new and improved Size-Reducing Device for 
Hats, of which the following is a full, clear, 
and exact description. 
The purpose of the invention is to provide 

a device whereby the size of the hat, cap, or 
other article of headwear may be reduced at 
Will from the normal size to any fraction of a 
size provided for by the construction of the 
device--a half-size, for example. 

Another purpose of the invention is to pro 
vide a reducing device which if present on 
the hat may be so contracted that the inte 
rior of the hat at the brim may be reduced in 
size all around or only at the front, back, and 
sides, or at any desirable single or multiple 
points. 
A further purpose of the invention is to so 

construct the device that it is applicable to 
the crown of any hat and whereby the re 
duction of size is accomplished by simply 
turning the free edge of the device from its 
upper or normal position to a lower position 
between the sweat-band and crown close to 
the point of connection between the crown 
and the brim. 
The invention consists in the novel con 

struction and combination of the several 
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth, 
and pointed out in the claim. 

Reference is to be had to the accompany 
ing drawings, forming a part of this specifica 
tion, in which similar characters of reference 
indicate corresponding parts in both figures. 

Figure 1 is a vertical section through a hat, 
its sweat-band, and the device applied there 
to, illustrating a portion of the device in nor 
mal position and a portion in position to re 
duce the size of the hat at the front, the de 
vice being applied directly to the crown of 
the hat; and Fig. 2 is an enlarged vertical 
Section through a portion of the hat and ap 
plied device, illustrating the device in posi 
tion to reduce the size at the front and at a 
side, the sweat-band being shown folded 
down. 
A represents a hat, and B the sweat-band, 

attached thereto in the customary manner. 
The device preferably consists of a series of 

each side of the crown of the hat and to occupy 
the space or a portion of the space between 
the and the inside of the crown 
of the hat; but any number of leaves maybe 
employed, or the device may consist of a 
single leaf, if preferred. 
The leaves C are made of thin leather or a 

fabric, either plain or rubber-coated, for ex 
ample; but the breadth of the leaves C is by 
preference less than the breadth of the Sweat 
band. The opposing ends of the leaves C 
may closely approach each other, or they may 
abut or overlap. The leaves C are to be ap 
plied to the crown of the hat A and are pro 
vided with a hem 12 atone longitudinal edge, which is designated the “attaching’ edge, and 
a strip 13 of thin spring material, such as steel 
or whalebone, is passed through the said hem 
12 of all of the leaves. After the strip 13 has 

leaves C, usually four in number, to be located 55 
one at the front, one at the back, and One at 
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been adjusted to the contour of the crown of . 
the hat its ends are secured together by 
wrapping, stitching, or other means, and at 
the opposite longitudinal edge of each leaf 
the said edge is turned over to form a practi 
cally flat marginal rib 14. This rib may be 
formed by simply carrying the material over 
upon itself and securing the turned edges to 
the body by cement or other means, or the 
said edge portions of the material may be 
turned over a thin strip of padding if it is de 
sired to increase the thickness of the said 
ribs. In order that the leaves may be inde 
pendently operated without interference one 
with the other, the end portions of the leaves 
are inclined from the outer end portions of 
the ribs to the opposite edge of the leaves, the 
inclinations of the said end portions being in 
direction of the center of the leaves, asis shown 
at 15 in the drawings. 

In applying the just-described device to a 
hat the strip 13 is made to engage with the 
inner face of the crown of the hat at a point 
about midway between the upper and lower 
edges of the sweat-band when the sweat-band 
is in normal position as is shown in Fig. 1, 
and then the strip 13 is attached to the lining 
of the hat or to the material of the hat itself 
by means of stitching 16 or by any other 
suitable or approved means. • The improved device does not materially 
add to the weight of any hat. 

It is obvious that the device may be unat 
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tached to the crown of the hat, the spring 
character of the device holding it in place, 
and that the ends of the spring-strip are pref erably 
other. 
Having thus described our invention, we 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent 
As an improved article of manufacture, a size-reducing device for hats consisting of a 

Series of leaves in circular arrangement 

held in adjustable relation to each 

placed end to end, each leaf having a flat 
marginal rib at its normal upper longitudi 
nal edge, and a continuous connecting-Strip 
of spring material at their normal lower lon 
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gitudinal edges, whereby the device may be 
placed between the crown of the hat and the 
sweat-band, independent of the latter, and 
either one or all of the leaves be folded down 
or up to bring their ribs at the junction of the 
sweat-band and crown of the hat, or carry 
said ribs away from such points. 
In testimony whereof we have signed our 

names to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses 

ROBERT H. CURTIS. 
HENRY D. CURTES. 

Witnesses: 
J. FRED. ACKER, 
EVERARD. B. MARSHAEL. 


