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(57) Abstract: In a heterojunction structure (50) employed in the present
invention, a photocatalyst such as BiVO, serves as a light-absorbing lay-
er (40) and has a relatively small thickness of about several tens of nano-
meters or less. When a photocatalyst having such a small thickness as
mentioned above is used, it becomes possible to collect almost all of
electrons generated by the absorption of light with a nanorod (30) having

100 excellent electric conductivity, and therefore the efficiency of collecting
photogenerated carriers can be greatly improved. Thus, according to the
present invention, it becomes possible to produce an excellent photocell
having far superior properties compared with those of conventional pho-
tocells which utilize a photocatalyst such as BiVO..
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