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This invention relates to connecting de 
vices for adjustably connecting together two 
ends of a flexible element such as a clothes 
line or the like. 
The principal object of the present inven 

tion is the provision of a device of the in 
dicated character which is simple of con 
struction, efficient and effectual in carrying 
out the results looked for, and one which is comparatively inexpensive. 
The nature of the invention and its distin 

guishing features and advantages will ap 
pear when the following specification is read 
in connection with the accompanying draw 
ing, in which 

Figure 1 is a view illustrating the em 
ployment of the device of the present inven 
tion for connecting together two ends of a 
clothesline which in use passes over pull 
levs. Mt 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the device 

Fig. 3 is a central longitudinal sectional 
view through the device and illustrating the 
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manner in which two ends of a clothesline 
are adjustably connected together. 

Fig. 4 is a modification of one of the fea 
tures of the device. 

In the illustrated embodiment, the device p 
10 is employed for adjustably connecting to 
gether two ends of a clothesline, the ends 
being indicated at 11 and 12. The device 10 
includes an element 13, preferably made of 
metal, and preferably of one piece which is 
cut and formed to provide tubular portions 
or retaining rings 14, an opening 15 which 
intervenes the rings 14, spaced apertured 
lugs 16, all of which are at one end of the 
element 13, and spaced holes 17 which are at 
the opposite end of the element 13. Means 
18 is provided which combines with the re 
taining rings 14 for flexing a portion of one 
end of the clothes-line so that it will be pro 
jected into the opening 15, offset with re 
spect to the portions of the end of the 
clothesline retained by the rings 14 to set up 
a contact at two points, as indicated at 19. 
The means 18 in the preferred form shown 
in Fig. 3 consists of a lever 20 whose pivot 21 
is supported by the lugs 16 into whose aper 
tures the opposite ends of the pivot are re 
spectively disposed. The portion 22 of the 
lever serves for flexing a portion of the 
clothesline end, and the portion 23 of the le 
ver serves as a manipulator for effecting the 

movement of the portion 22 into and out of flexing engagement with a portion of the 
clothesline end. When the lever 9? is in the 
position shown in Fig. 2, one end of the 
clothesline may be readily extended into the 
retaining lugs 14 and slid back and forth to 
obtain the desired adjustment, whereupon 
the portion 23 of the lever is manipulated to 
cause the portion 22 to flex a portion of the 
clothesline end into the opening 15, and as 
a result contact at two points with portions 
of the rings 
lished to positively hold the rope end against 
movement in either direction. By virtue 
of the provision of the holes 17 the other 
end 12 of the clothesline may be extended 
first upwardly through one of the holes 17 
over the intervening portion 24 of the ele 
ment 18 and then downwardly through the 
other hole 12 to in that way effectively se 
cure the end 12 of the clothesline. This end 
of the clothesline need not be adjusted after 
it is once secured and its extremity may be 
knotted to prevent the same from being 
withdrawn. On the other hand when it is 
desired to make further adjustment in the 
length of the clothesline, it is only necessary 
to manipulate the lever 20 to bring it to the 
osition shown in Fig. 2, whereupon the 

clothesline may be further taken up or paid 
out, after which the lever 20 is again brought to the position shown in Fig. 3 for setting 
up the clamping action. 
As shown in Fig. 4, in lieu of the lever 20 

there is provided means which has com 
pound movement as distinguished from the 
pivotal movement of the portion 22 of the 
lever 20. The said means in the form of a 
screw 25 which has a head 26; the screw 25 
being threaded in a threaded hole 27 in a portion of the element 13. Upon manipula 
tion of the head 26 the screw may be pro 
jected into the opening 15 to flex a portion 
of the rope end in a manner similar to the 
manner in which this is accomplished with 
the lever 20. 

It is to be understood that the present em 
ployment of the connecting device is by way 
of example only and that it may be em 
ployed in divers other ways for connecting 
the ends of aerials, and any other flexible ap 
paratuses which are to be adjustably con 
nected together. 
I claim:- 
A device for adjustably connecting two 
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ends of a flexible element, said device com- element extending in said retaining rings 
prising an element formed to provide a pair into said opening to secure the same against 
of holes at one end, spaced retaining rings movement, the holes accommodating a por 10 
and an opening intervening the retaining tion of an end of the flexible element to se 

S. rings, at the opposite end; and means which cure the same. 4. combines with said retaining rings for off 
setting a portion of one end of the flexible HENRY J. MUHLFELD. 


