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A fishing flasher including a plurality of notches or holes at the trailing
end, any one of which may serve as the temporary securement to the line.
Removable plugs, secured to the line, are inserted into one of the notches or holes

to be pulled free when a fish strikes allowing the flasher to move freely along the
line.
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TITLE OF THE INVENTION

FISHING LURE FLASHER

Technical Field

This invention relates to a fishing flasher, and more particularly to a
fishing flasher, the action of which the user may readily alter, and which Is
automatically partially released from the line upon a strike by a fish, allowing the

fisherman to directly play and feel the fish during capture.

Background of the Invention
' It is well known to use a flasher or dodger when fishing for saimon

or other game fish. The flasher or dodger is used in conjunction with a lure and
induces an erratic behavior to the lure, imparting the image that the lure is a sick
bait fish. In addition, the flasher usually is refiective and serves to attract the game
fish to the lure. The principal disadvantage to the standard dodger or flasher is
that when playing the game fish, the dodger or flasher provides a resistance to
movement in the water, thereby denying the fisherman the true feel of the fighting
fish.

The flasher as traditionally used often offers interference during the
netting of the fish, sometimes resulting in a lost fish.

Prior art known to the inventor includes U.S. Patent No. 3,656,253,
granted to Gaunt April 18, 1972, which discloses an asymmetrical fishing flasher,
and Canadian patent number 2,042,013, granted to Jamieson, which discloses a

fishing flasher which is free to move along the line above a stopping member.

Disclosure of the Invention

With the above-noted prior art in mind, it is an object of the present
invention to provide a fishing flasher secured to the line with a means whereby the
flasher is partially removed from the fishing line and is free to move therealong

following the lure being stricken by a game fish.
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It is another object of the present invention to provide a fishing
flasher wherein the action of the flasher may be quickly and easily altered by
varying the attachment to the line, and yet still enabled to be partially released

upon having the lure being stricken by a game fish.
Yet another object of the present invention is to provide a unigue

releasable means for securing one end of a fishing flasher to the fishing line.

Brief Description of the Drawings
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the present inventive dodger

disclosing its securement to the fishing line.
Figure 2 is a side elevation view of the dodger of Figure 1.

Figure 3 is a pictorial representation of the inventive dodger following

a strike by a sports fish.

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention
As seen in Figure 1, the inventive dodger comprises a main body

portion 2, which has a generally flat central area 4, which may or may not be
reflective, including sides 6 and 8 which need not be parallel. The end portions 10
and 12 are at an angle to the main central portion 4, and their bend lines 14, 16
are not necessarily parallel. The ends 10 and 12 are bent in opposite directions
to generate the desired motion in the dodger as it is pulled through the water. The
leading edge 18, i.e. that which is closest to the pole and the fish boat, includes a
bore 20 through which is fed a ring 22, having secured thereto a swivel 23 which
is secured to a second ring 24, through which the line 26 is fed. As to be
explained hereinafter, it is critiCal to the present invention that the line 26 is free to
pass through ring 24.

In the preferred embodiment there are a plurality of bores 28, 30, 32
in the trailing edge of the dodger 2 into which a plug 34 which is secured to line 26
may be wedged. The action' of the dodger is affected by the position of

securement to the line. A fish striking the downstream lure dislodges the plug 32

allowing the flasher to freely move on the line removing the drag and therefore
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allowing the fisherman to feel the fish. The bore could be replaced with a plurality
of notches without altering the inventive concept.

A large swivel 36, see Figure 1, is downstream of the position of
attachment of the dodger and prevents the dodger from moving any further down
the line to interfere with the bait, i.e., swivel 36 is too large to pass through ring or
loop 24.

Upon a fish hitting the lure at the end of line 26 downstream from the
flasher 2, the force pulls the plug 34 from its preselected notch, allowing the flasher
2 to freely move up and down the line, creating no resistance to the play of the fish
by the fisherman. The line 26 likewise would include a stop swivel 48 to prevent
the flasher from sliding down the line completely to the lure and interfering with the
fish and the process of playing the fish during the capture.

Figure 2 further discloses the interrelationship of the parts of the
present invention with plug 34 in operative position.

As seen in Figure 3, the flasher 2 is free to move on line 26, allowing
the fish F to run without resistance and allows the fisherman to play the fish, with

much less resistance.

Thus, as can be seen, the present invention of an improved flasher
both allows the user to modify the action of the flasher in hopes of better attraction
of the fish, and upon hooking a fish, the flasher becomes free to move on the line,

greatly reducing the resistance.
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THE EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION IN WHICH AN EXCLUSIVE

PROPERTY OR PRIVILEGE IS CLAIMED ARE DEFINED AS FOLLOWS:

1. Afishing flasher adapted to be removably secured along a fishing
line which is secured at one end to a retrieving device and has a lure secured to
the opposite end, said flasher located adjacent to but spaced from the lure, said
flasher including:

a flat, elongated main body portion, having oppositely extending end
portions, each at a slight compound angle to the main body portion, whereby the
end portions generate motion when the flasher is pulled through the water, at least
one of said end portions including at least one release mechanism securing it to
the line, whereby the flasher is released to freely move up and down the line,
offering no resistance when a fish has taken the lure.

2. Aflasher as in claim 1, wherein at least one release mechanism

includes a bore in the outer edge of the end portion of the flasher and a friction-

held plug secured to the line.

3. Aflasher as In claim 1, wherein at least one release mechanism
includes a plurality of spaced bores in the outer edge of the end portion of the
flasher and a plug secured to the line which may be selectively frictionally held in

one of the slots.
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