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(57) Abstract

A method of operating a computer by a pointer device (40) comprises providing counters (28, 29) for memorizing
coordinate displacements of the pointer index; choosing one of two modes, the REGISTER OR MEMORY (R/M) mode or
the ACTIVE OR PALY (A/P) mode; when in the R/M mode, moving the pointer index from a selected base point to a
reference position corresponding to a computer operation, and memorizing the resulting pointer index displacements; and
when the pointer is in the A/P mode, bringing the pointer index to the base point, applying to it the memorized
displacements, thus moving it from the base point to the reference position, and carrying out the operation corresponding to
this latter. A computer apparatus, in addition to the conventional elements of a pointer operated computer, counters (28,
29) for registering differential displacements and applying them to a base position of the pointer. The non-conventional
elements of the apparatus are preferably included in the pointer or part of an Asynchronous Interface.
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