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(54)  Cartridge  for  containing  a  pressurised  fluid 

(57)  The  present  invention  relates  to  a  cartridge  for 
holding  at  least  one  charge  of  pressurised  fluid  therein 
and  formed  to  allow  the  selecive  release  of  the  pressu- 
rised  fluid  into  a  beverage  in  a  container  in  which  the  car- 
tridge  is  placed.  The  cartridge  is  provided  with  at  least 
one  aperture  (1  0)  in  a  wall  thereof  which  allows  the  entry 
and/or  exit  of  the  pressurised  fluid  and  is  improved  by 
the  provision  in  the  chamber  (8)  formed  in  the  cartridge 
of  a  cavity  (1  2)  which  connects  the  aperture  to  the  cham- 
ber  and  this  allows  the  control  of  the  characteristic  of  the 
pressurised  fluid  to  be  controlled.  In  a  further  aspect 
three  is  provided  a  cartridge  having  resilient  members 
(20)  depending  therefrom  which  serve  to  locate  the  car- 
tridge  in  the  container  and  a  method  for  forming  a  car- 
tridge  is  also  disclosed. 
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report  has  been  drawn  up  for  those  parts  of  the  European  patent  application  which  relate  to  the  inventtons  in 
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mentioned  in  the  claims, 

namely  claims 
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|  LACK  OF  UNITY  OF  INVENTION 

Tha  Saarch  Divuion  coruudari  that  tha  prannt  Emopaan  patent  aponcanon  oom  not  comply  with  tha  raqwramant  of  unity  ol 
invanton  and  ralatat  B  aavaral  invanooni  or  croups  ol  invanoom. 
namaly: 

1.  Claims  1 - 2 0 :  
A  c a r t r i d g e   a d a p t e d   to  c o n t a i n   a  p r e s s u r i z e d   f l u i d  
in  a  chamber  which  has  an  a p e r t u r e   to  communicate   w i t h  
the  o u t s i d e ,   whereby  a p e r t u r e   i n s i d e   the  c a r t r i d g e   o p e n s  
in to   a  c a v i t y  

2.  Claims  2 1 - 2 6 :  

A  c a r t r i d g e ,   a d a p t e d   to  c o n t a i n   a  p r e s s u r i z e d   f l u i d  
in  a  chamber,   p r o v i d e d   with  r e s i l i e n t   members  f o r  
m a i n t a i n i n g   the  c a r t r i d g e   in  the  d e s i r e d   p o s i t i o n  
i n s i d e   a  c o n t a i n e r  

3.  Claims  2 7 - 3 4 :  
Method  for  a s s e m b l i n g   and  i n s e r t i n g   a  c a r t r i d g e  
a d a p t e d   to  c o n t a i n   a  p r e s s u r i z e d   f l u i d   in  a  c h a m b e r ,  
whereby  the  c a r t r i d g e   is  formed  at  l e a s t   of  two  p a r t s  
(a  top  and  a  b o t t o m )  

The  only  f e a t u r e   common  to  a l l   i n v e n t i o n s   is  r e p r e s e n t e d  
by  the  c a r t r i d g e   a d a p t e d   to  c o n t a i n   a  p r e s s u r i z e d   f l u i d   in  a 
chamber  . 

However,  the  s e a r c h   has  r e v e a l e d   t h a t   t h i s   f e a t u r e   i s  
not  novel   s ince   i t   is  d i s c l o s e d   in  document  WO  94  14  678.  

Thus  the  only  common  f e a t u r e   among  the  above  m e n t i o n e d  
i n v e n t i o n s   is  not  a  s p e c i a l   t e c h n i c a l   f e a t u r e   s i n c e   i t   makes 
no  c o n t r i b u t i o n   over  the  p r i o r   a r t .  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,   the  3  i n v e n t i o n s   a t t e m p t   to  so lve   d i f f e r e n t  
p rob lems   . 
C o n s e q u e n t l y   i t   a p p e a r s   t h a t   c l a ims   1,21  and  27  do  n o t  
s a t i s f y   the  r e q u i r e m e n t   of  u n i t y   of  i n v e n t i o n .  
The  method  c l a imed   in  c l a ims   27  to  34  is  not  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
l i m i t e d   to  a  c a r t r i d g e   as  c l a imed   e i t h e r   in  c la im  1  o r  
in  c la im  21  of  the  p r e s e n t   a p p l i c a t i o n   and  f u r t h e r m o r e   i t  
r e f e r s   to  a  p a r t i c u l a r   c a r t r i d g e   formed  from  two  p a r t s  
(a  top  and  a  b o t t o m ) .  
The  s e a r c h   has  been  c a r r i e d   out  for  the  f i r s t   m e n t i o n e d  
i n v e n t i o n .  
If  a  s ea r ch   has  to  be  c a r r i e d   out  for  the  o t h e r   i n v e n t i o n s  
as  w e l l ,   we  ask  you  to  a d v i s e   us  a c c o r d i n g l y .  
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