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This invention relates generally to the class
of voting or balloting machines, and pertaings
particularly to an improved ballot part for use
- in such machine, the present application being a

continuation in part of my pending application .

for patent on Voting machine, Serial No. 379,524,
filed February 18, 1941.

A primary object of the present invention is
to provide an improved ballot part for use in a

voting machine, which is designed to permit more .

than one person to vote at the same time, to
thereby speed up the voting, and to also permit
a larger number of persons to vote with one vot-
ing machine.

‘Another object of the invention is to provide
an improved ballot part, for use in a voting ma-
chine, ‘which is comiparatively small and light,
and which can be easily and simply operated
-and is readily adjustable to meet varying situ-
ations.

Another objéct of the invention is to provide‘

-an improved ballot part for use in a voting ma-
chine, which is so designed and constructed as to
prevent the voter from voting for too many

candidates for the same office, or illegally voting, ¢

thus effectively interlocking against wrong vot-
ing and without making the weight or size of
the ballot part such as to make the part incon-
venient to handle, the interlocking being accom-

plished through the avoidance of the use of or: ¢

omission of mechanism which could be used in
wrong or illegal voting.

Still another object of the invention is to pro-
vide an improved ballot part for use in a vot-

ing machine, which is so designed that the de-.

struction of the vote may be easily and quickly
accomplished before the ballot part is turned
over to another voter for use.

A still further . object of the invention is to

provide an improved ballot part for use in a,

voting machine, which after being set by the
voter and made ready for use in the voting ma-
chine for the recording of the vote, cannot easily
be deciphered if an attempt is made to inspect

the ballot part by those who may happen. to:

handle it before it is placed in the machine for
the recording of the vote.

Another object of the invention is to provide
an improved ballot part for use in a voting ma-

chine wherein shiftable casdidate indicators are: ?

employed and means is provided for the carry-
_ ing of & candidate or ballot list as a part of the

ballot piece, whereby the voter is enabled to ac-
curately and quickly select the person for whom

or the items for which he intends to cast his ¢

5]

10

.15

40

45

vote without having to depend upon the mem-
orizing of such persons or items from a list con-
sidered before entering the voting booth.

Still another object of the invention is to pro-
vide an improved ballot part, for use in a voting
machine, which is desighed for cooperative ac-
tion with perforating elements forming a part
of the voting machine, whereby when such ballot
part has had candidate indicating or selector
fingers set by the voter in accordance with his
voting desires, such fingers are made to cooper-
ate with such perforating elements in the voting
machine for the simultaneous recording by
punches or perforations in a record strip or
record strips, and/or sheets of paper, all votes
of the voter.

Another object is to prov1de an improved bal-
lot part for use in a voting machine, which is
constructed to establish an interlocking relation
with the registering. mechanism of the machine
whereby the separation of the record of all votes
cast for candidates of each office is automatically

- effected.

The invention will be best understood from a
consideration of the following detailed descrip-
tion taken in connection with the accompanying

“drawings, it being understood, however, that the

invention is not to be considered as limited by
the specific illustration or description but that
such illustration and description constitute a pre-
ferred embodiment of the invention.

In the drawings—

Figure 1 is a sectional view of a portion of the
voting machine in association with which the
present improved ballot port may be used, show-
ing the ballot part in transverse section and in
position ready to be sh1fted for the recording
of a vote.

Figure 2 is a view in plan of the embodxment
of the ballot part particularly illustrated and
claimed in the pending: application Serial No.
379,524, previously referred to, showing the cover
open.

Figure 3 is a view in transverse section of the
ballot part of Figure 2 with the cover closed, the

 section of the closed ballot being substantially on

the line 3—3 of Figure 2.

Figure 4 is a view in perspective of a candidate
indicator finger per se.

Figure 5 is a view in perspective of the office
divider per se of the form of ballot part shown
in Figure 2. ‘

Figure 6 is a sectional view of a portion of
a voting machine of a construction slightly mod-
ified from that shown in Figure 1 and showing
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in transverse section a second or modified em-~
bodiment of the ballot part in position in the
machine ready to be advanced for the recording
of a vote.

Figure 7 is a view in plan of the second or
modified embodiment of the ballot part shown in
Figure 6, the cover of such modified ballot part
being open.

Figure 8 is a view in transverse section of the

modified ballot: part-or-second embodiment, with !

the cover closed, the section being taken substan-
tially on the line 8—8 of Figure 7.

Figure 9 is a fragmentary section taken sub~ -

stantially on the line 9—39 of Figure 7.

Figure 10 is a view in perspective-of ‘the-can-
didate indicator finger used in the second.embod-
iment of the ballot part shown in Figure 7.

Figure 11 is a view in perspective of:the: office -

divider used in the second embodiment of .the
ballot part shown in Figure 7.

- Figure 12 illustrates. a-slight-modification:of
the-ballot part structure:as:shownuin-Figure 7
by means :of ‘which- straight :party:ticket: voting
may be-carried: out;*while the voter-has: thesop-

tion:of voting -a-mixed ticket: or:the straight bal- :

Jot, and for -compelling -a-voter to-vote-accord-
ing to this choice~for ~certain: propositions -or
questions. :

“Figure-13 is a view: inc transverse section of the
ballot ‘part ‘shown in Figure 12, with:the:-cover
-closed, the:section-being:taken :substantially on
‘the line {313 of Figure 12:
~ Pigure:14-is a fragmentary-section: taken.:sub-
stantially. on-the line 14==(4 of Figure 12.

. Pigure 15 is a fragmentary section correspond-
ing to Figure 14 but showing the control:slide:of
the ballot:: part: set..for; thewvoting: of :a:mixed
ticket. '

T Figure: 16 is a.view inisiderelevationrof a-por-

tion: of the' controlislide . forming: aspart’ofthe.

ballot:part structure of Figure 12.

“Pigure.17 is a-transverse.section:of:ithe :ballot
part shown in Figure 12, with the cover:clesed,
the-section  being-taken :substantially-on: the:line
11-=171: of ‘Figure 12.°

Figure 18 is a fragmentary-detail:showing -that
.selector .or indieator: finger: which .is.:employed
for the compulsory voting.upon a:particular ques-
tion - or- proposition; in raised.position:for:shift-
-ing.

Figure 19 is a view in.perspective: ofi the: com-
pulsory voting finger or selector::shawn:in-Fig-
‘ure 18.

In: my-pending ‘application; previously referred

to, there is-described-and’claimed a voting:ma--.

chine structure -in which:rareremplayed: record
receiving -sheets: in ‘whieh the voting record.:is
made through the medium of shiftable pinimem-
vers which are actuated by certain:fingers-of the

ballot- part ‘which:have:been-selected and: moved:

_~into-operative -position by the voter; when:such
ballot part is moved-in a'predetermined -manner
with respect to the perforating pins.

. In Pigure 1 there is illustrated just: so-much

‘of -such - voting -machine- structure. as-to::make:

understandable the -manner- in which:the -ballct

part is employed for the recording: of the:ballot
- of ar voter. )

In Figure 1 there are showh two:record receiv-

-ing strips -or-sheets *10 ‘which’ extend in-spaced-

. relation across an edge of a-bar: [ which is pro-
vided along such edge with a series of-openings
‘12, -one only of ‘which:is -here shown, torreceive
puiiching needles 13,-one only of which is shown,

which correspond in number with'the openings. 7
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These punching needles are supported at their
rearward ends for sliding movement through a
bar 14 which, together with the bar I, is car-
ried for limited up and down movement by a
frame 15, while at their front ends the needles
are slidably supported in a plate 16. As shown,
the needle 3 is in the form of an elongated loop
at its front end and in the loop is engaged the
retractor bar 11 by which the needles are pulled
back away from the papers or strips 10 after a
ballot has-been recorded through: the actuation
of the ballot piece.

: The ballot piece is here generally designated
by the reference character B and is supported

-in~tHe+ Voting - machine upon suitable tracks or

. -guides, .one_of which is shown and indicated by

the numeral 18, for movement with respect to

. “thesneedle,under-the action of a suitable shifter
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bar, one.form of which bar is indicated at 19.
“ The ballot part B is an elongated box-like unit

having a base or bottem-28,.at each side of:which

isian.upstanding wall: 21 -which extends: :entirely

-across: the width of the -base:and projects slightly
‘beyond .the.rear edge.of the:base.. Pivotally at-
tached:to.the:rearwardly .extending.ends. of .the

side walls: 21 of-the:ballot piece; as at-22, is a
top or cover 23 which has extending-along its.for-
ward -edge: the -forward wall. forming flange 24

-which, -when the cover is in .closed position,.as
shown.in . Figure. 3,:coacts ;with the side walls-21
.and the bottom. 20 to close the ballot part.

- Within -the :ballot -part .and .extending along
the rear -edge of the bottom 20 there is.secured to
the upper surface of the bottom of..the:bar 25

‘which. is ‘provided with. a plurality of transverse
.slots:or:recesses:26 which: correspond in number
-with the-record perforating needles-{3... The for-

ward.or inner edge-of this:bar 25.is slightly un-

.dercut; as:indicated :at 27, Pigure 3, and.in.op-

posed relation with this undercut forward..edge
of the slotted . bar. 25, there is secured.to the up-
per surface-of the bottom 20 alock:bar 28 which

. has the rear_edge, or edge:confronting the:bar
. 28,-undercut, as indicated-at 29.:
- The numeral: 30 -generally: designates; an office

divider-unit. of which there are a number equal-
ling the number: of offices for which. elections are

.to be made. Each of these office divider units com-
.prises: an elongated:finger portion:31 which is of

a thickness.to fit- into any one of the:slots 26 of

- thebar .25 ‘across. which :the. finger is. secured

when the ballot part is--made up. Extending
downwardly-from- the lower: edge of the finger

.31 is the post-32 with whichiis integrally formead
- uponsthetop: surface. of :the base 20.

the flat. plate-like portion or flag 33 which rests
The . post
32 is'of less width .than the flag. 33 and fits snug-
ly between the opposing edges of .the bars ‘25

cand .28, the :forward .and :rear. edges:. of the .
.flag 33: engaging in. the undercuts 27 :and 29,

-.as shown:in Figure 3, whereby the finger portion

857
:reariedge of:the ‘ballot:part bottom .20, as:shown

70

31: is:secured: firmly in positiontransversely of

s the:bar:25and.in engagement in a slot 28.

* “The outer or rear.end.of the finger 3t :carries
the head 34 which. is located slightly beyond the

in Pigure 3, so that, as is: shown in Figure 1, it

;. may:-engage ‘the near end of a-needle {3 when

the ballot part is placed in position in the voting
machine and moved-rearwardly toward the nee-

-dles. :

“.Each of the‘office divider units has an-opening
38 formed transversely through:the finger, prei-
erably “upon: the vertical center of the post 32,

zand: these openings of the several office deviders
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are aligned to receive the pivot bar 38 which is
introduced through a suitable opening 37 in one
side wall 21, to lie within the ballot part beneath
the plane of the top edges of the walls 21. ,
The numeral 38 designates the candidate in-
dicator finger of which there are a number equal
to the number of the aspirants to the various of-
fices designated upon the ballot. Bach of these
candidate indicator fingers has an opening 39
through one end of which the pivot rod 36 passes,
while at its other end it has a head 40 corre-
sponding with the head 34 of the office divider
unit, for engagement with a record sheet perfo-
rating needle. ' The fingers 38 are of a thickness
to snugly engage in a groove 26 of the bar 25
when the finger is thrown over into candidate in-
dicating or voting position. When not in such
position the finger is extended forwardly, lying
across the lock bar £8. In either of these posi-

tions the top edges of the fingers and of the office 2

divider unit fingers are in a common plane and
may be engaged by the inner face or inner cov-
ering plate of the cover 23 when the latter i§in
closed position, to be held in candidate indicat-
ing or non-indicating position by the cover.

The ballot list comprises an integral part of
the ballot part and this list is secured upon the
inner side or face of the cover 23, as indicated at
41, and may be covered by a suitable transpar-
ent shield or covering 42, as shown in Figure 3.

As will be readily apparent upon reference to
‘Pigure 2, after the ballot list has been secured in
position against the inner side of the cover 23,
the office divider units are adjusted lengthwise

of the ballot part so that each will designate an "

office, and they are then firmly secured in place
by the lock bar 28. Between each two office -di-
‘vider units will be a number of the slots. or
grooves 26 of the bar 25, which are evenly spaced

and there is one of these grooves correspond- -+

ing with the name of each candidate for the office
named opposite the upper office divider. There
will be pivotally attached to the rod 36, between
two adjacent office divider units 30, oné or more
candidate indicators 38. If the office is one for
which only one candidate is to be elected, then
only one candidate indicator 38 will be inserted
between the adjacent office dividers, but if more
than one candidate is to be elected for the office

designated opposite the upper office divider, then *

the number of candidate indicators 38 to be in-
serted will equal the number of candidates to be
elected to.the office named. - [

It will be observed that with this arrangement
a voter will be limited to voting for the proper
number of candidates for the office. ' He cannot
vote for more candidates than he is entitled to
vote for because there is no means availablé for
him to vote wrongly. The candidate indicators
cannot be slid past the office dividers on the pivot
rod 36, to another group of candidates. -This
provides an interlocking system by omission to
prevent wrong voting. o

When the voter arranges the candidate indi-
cator fingers 38 across the bar 25 fo designate
his choice for the particular office indicated; the
cover 23 is closed, as shown in Figure 3, and when
in such position it holds the fingers securely in
position. The headed ends of the indicator fin-
gers 38 and of the office divider units 30 -pro-
ject slightly beyond the rear edge of the bal-
lot part, as shown in Figure 1, and when the
ballot part is then placed in position in the vot-
ing machine and moved rearwardly toward the
punching needles 13 the eandidate indicator fin-
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gers will each force a needle rearwardly and
through the recording sheets and each of the
office divider units will engage and force a nee-
dle rearwardly through the sheet. Thus each
time a ballot is recorded the office divider units
will actuate the punching pins or needles 13, as
a result of which the record sheet when removed
from the machine will have parallel rows of
punches therein dividing the records of votes
made for the candidates of the different offices.

In addition to forming parallel rows of punches
or holes in the record sheet whereby to set forth
on the sheet the different office groups, the of-
fice dividers also function to effect even ad-
vancement of the record sheet under all circum-
stances. If reliance were placed solely upon the
candidate indicators or the pins actuated there-
by, for effecting advancement of the sheet or, in
other words, if the office dividers were not em-
ployed, the record sheet might not be evenly ad-
vanced. A voter might vote a straight ticket,
in the manner hereinafter set forth, or vote for
only one or two candidates and thus the record
sheet might be engaged by punch pins only ad-
jacent one side of the sheet and, as a result, only
the engaged side of the sheet would be advanced
while the other side would drag or would not
be positively pulled down. Since the office di-
viders function throughout the length of the
ballot part to push the punch pins into the rec--
ord sheet at points adjacent both sides of the
sheet and at intermediate points, the record sheet
will always be engaged entirely across its width
by the office divider actuated pins, and thus an
even and regular advancement of the record sheet
will be obtained at all times since, as previous-
ly explained, and as set forth in my prior ap-
plication hereinbefore referred to, the punch pins
are moved down while still in engagement with
the record sheet so as to effect the desired ad-
yance movement of the sheet one step.

In addition to the foregoing the office divider
fingers at all times point to the names of the
offices of the different groups on the ballot there-

5 by making it particularly easy for the voter to

read the ballot and to see at once what offices
the different candidates are running for.

In Figure 6 the illustrated portion of the vot-
ing machine is altered slightly from the machine
shown in Figure 1 and the second embodiment
of the ballot part, illustrated in Figures 6 to 11
inclusive, is, of course, designed particularly to
coact with this modified machine structure.

In the machine structure shown in Figure 6,
the sheet perforating pin or needle is generally
designated 13’ and extends farther toward the
front of the machine, carrying intermediate its
ends the parallel portion 43 which is slidably
engaged in an aperture in the plate 18’, while
adjacent its forward end or that end which is
engaged by the candidate selector fingers of the
ballot part, is an upstanding stud 44 which, upon
each operative or rearward movement of the
needle, engages and actuates a wheel 45, of a

5 counter unit which is indicated generally by the

numeral 46.

One principal feature distinguishing the modi-
fied ballot part, indicated generally by the ref-
erence character B’, from the ballot part B. is
in the disposition of the candidate indicator fin-
gers and the fingers of the office dividers, flush
with the rear edge of the bottom of the hallot
part instead of projecting beyond such edge like
the fingers of the ballot part shown in PFigure 2.

In this modified or second embodiment of the
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ballot:ipart: B’ -there:is the-baseor- bottom -47
in: which:the top: surface: is: formed ‘along the
rear edge.to provide: the bar 48 across the top
of which are formed the; channels: or grooves -49.
In spaced relation with the inner edge of the bar
48 is formed .the -shoulder: 50 which -extends
lengthwise of the bottom and “throughout - the
major portion of its length is provided with the

notches 51 corresponding in number: with the:

grooves:49-and each aligned transversely of the
bottom with a groove.

Across each -side of the bottem 47 is the -up-

standing side wall ‘52 which - merges with the for-
ward wall 53 which runslengthwise of the bottom
and thus forming a box-like unit-the.top of which
is.closed by a cover 54 which is-hingedly attached,
as:at 55; to the bar 48, while the-longitudinal edge
opposite the-hinges:55 carriesthe flange 56 which,
when the cover is closed, is located inside the
rear edge-wall §3, as shown:in Figure 8.
. The numeral 57 generally designates the office
divider unit which; like the:unit 39, comprises. a
finger 58; a post:-59. extending downwardly. from
the finger adjacent its inrer end, and g plate 60
or flag with which the post is integrally connected.
The flag in-this particular unit is relatively long
and .is-flat and pointed at the end remote. from
the post. 59, as indicated 61. The flags 68 are of
a length:to fit snugly between the notched: edge
of. the shoulder 53 and the adjacent edge of the
bar 48,.as shown in Figures 7 and 8, with the
point:6} engaging in one. of the notches 5¢ and
the:finger: engagirg in a:groove 49, - Ag shown,
the fingers-§8; forwardly of the post.58, are sub-
stantially trianguiar and have one edge directed
downwardly to-engage in the V-shaped.channel
or-groove 49, and the length of the finger 58 is
such that-its free end will be flush with the rear
edge of the bar 48, as shown in Figure 8, and is
cut :square across- to form .a contact face for
engaging the adjacent end of a punch needle or
pin. 13’,

Iike the units-39, the units 57 are placed to
indicate - the different. offices which are to- be
filled, and.-after the units have.been properly lo-
cated there is extended through aligned openings
62, formed.- preferably throush ‘the posts: .59, a
pivot rod 63 which is inserted through an open-
ing-54 in one side wall 52,:as shown in Figure 7.
The units 87 are maintained against unauthorized
displacement. . by a plate 64’ which . rests upon
the. top. of the shouldered. portion 58 and upon
the.tops of the wings 69, as shown in Figure 8,
and is secured to the bottom .47 by bolts 65 or
other suitable securing means.

Pivotally supported upon. the pivot rod 63 :and
disposed in the spaces between. pairs of the office
indicators 57 are the candidate indicators, each

" of ‘which comprises a finger.66.. The inner or at-
tached.end of the. finger 66 is preferably rec-
tangular. in cross-section and has.an opening .67
through which. the pivot rod 63 extends, while
the outer half of the.finger 66 is of friangular
cross-section, presenting a single lower. edge for
engagement in. a V-shaped.groove 48 and g flat
top for engagement by the cover 54 when the lat-
ter is closed.. The free end of the finger 56 is cug
square across:-like the finger 58 and is of the same
length as the finger 58 so that it will terminate in
the plane of the rear edge of the bar 48.

As is clearly shown in Figures 7.and 8, the bal-
ot sheet. is secured to the inner face of the cover
54 to form a part of the ballot part and is covered
by a.suitable transparent plate which protects

the-ballot sheet and which rests.upon .the tops '
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of the office divider fingers and candidate indica-
tor fingers when the-same are in.a position. par-
allel with the plane of the bottom 47. When
the candidate indicator. fingers are in the grooves
49 they will be held against displacement by the
cover, and when they are thrown back into non-
voting position; with the lower edges directed
upwardly they will likewise be maintained against
movement when the cover is closed.

It will be readily apparent upon reference ‘to
Figure 8, that when the ballot part is moved rear- .
wardly toward the sheet perforating needles, the
adjacent ends of the needles. will enter those
grooves 49 which are not occupied by fingers of
either of the units and, consequently, such nee-
dles will not be forced forwardly to perforate the
sheets.” Those grooves which have candidate in-
dicator fingers disposed therein or have the fin-
gers of the office dividers therein will, of course,
be blocked against the entrance of a needle and,
consequently, the needle will be engaged by a fin-
ger-and forced rearwardly to perforate the record
sheet. At the same time that the engaged needle
is. moved rearwardly ‘to. perforate 5 record sheet,
the stud 44 of the needle will actuate the counter
mechanism 4% to register the number of the votes
cast for the particular candidate whose name ap-
pears upon the ballot sheet, in line with the shifted
needle. .

The ballot part illustrated in Figures 6 to .11
inclusive is modified as illustrated in Figures 12
to 19 for permitting .either straight voting or
irregular voting as desired. In this modifica-
tion, the grooved bar here designated 48 is pro-
vided with a longitudinal channel 68 in which is
slidably mounted the bar 69, the top edge of
which has the V-notches 78 cut therein, as illus-
trated most clearly in Figure 16. By ‘suitably
arranging these notches 10 in the bar 69, when
the bar is shifted toward the bottom end of ‘the
ballot part, certain of the grooves in the bar- 48’
at the head end of the ballot part will be parti-
tioned, as indicated at 11 in Pigure 15, and the
other grooves of the bar 48’ will be unobstructed
so that the candidate selector fingers 66’ can be
thrown over to indicate the voter’s selections for
the different offices set forth upon the ballot.

Ii a straight ticket is to be voted, then the
notched bar 69 is shifted toward the head end of
the ballot part and the several notches at the
upper or head end of the bar 69 will shift into
registration with the adjacent grooves 49’ as
shown in Figure 14, adjacent which are indicated
upon the ballot list names of ‘the different parties,
as shown in Figure 12, while all’ of the other
grooves 48’ opposite the names of various persons
running for offices in the two parties noted, will
be blocked off, as indicated at 12 in Figure 14.
This will prevent the voter from placing indicator
fingers in voting positions in these .grooves ‘and
he will thus be permitted only to place an'in-
dicating finger in one of the grooves beside which
a party name appears.

In order to prevent the obstructing portions of
the bar 69 lying between the notches 10 from en-
gaging the record sheet perforating pins: or
needles 13’, such portions may he apertured;: as
indicated at 13, so that the ends of the perforat-
ing pins or needles will pass through the bhar: 9.

The head end of the bar 89 is here shown'as
having a laterally extending pin 74 secured there-
in and moving in a recess 15 formed through the
inner side of the bar 48’, by which pin the ‘bar
69 may be conveniently shifted. Any - suitable
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theans may be provided for securing the bar in
either of its two operative positions.

Thus, it will be seen from the foregoing that
the shiftable bar 69 has in effect two sets of
-notches 70, the set of two or three notches at the
head end of the bar being arranged so as to
register with the adjacent grooves 49" when a
straight ballot is to be cast, at which time the
notches of the other set would block the other

grooves and, when the bar is shifted in the op- 10

posite direction, the notches at the head end of
the bar or upper set would be in position to block
the grooves for straight ballot voting against the
entrance of the indicator fingers therein while

the notches of the other or lower group would be 15

in register with the adjacent grooves so.as to
permit the fingers to be placed therein for mixed
voting.

In addition to the foregoing, provision is made

for compelling a voter to vote one way or the 20

other upon some particular question or proposi-
tion. 'This consists in providing a special indi-
cator finger 16 having a tail piece 7T which only
_permits the oscillation of the finger to a suifficient

degree to facilitate shifting the finger on the pivot og

bar 63’. Consequently, the voter cannot throw
this compulsory voting finger back to inoperative
position but must place it in one or the other of
certain ones of the grooves 49’ to vote for or
against a certain proposition or question.

"It will, of course, be readily apparent from a
comparison of the structures shown in Figures 7
and 12 that all other features of the ballot part
are the same in the two structures as, for ex-

ample, the inner face of the cover 54’ has the 8g

ballot list secured thereto,. as indicated at 417,
which is covered by a transparent plate 42°. The
office indicator unit 57’ and the candidate in-
‘dicators 66’ are of the same construction as

those used in the unit shown in Figure 7 and are 40

maintained in position in the same manner, by~
the use of & securing or clamping plate 64'’.

It will be readily apparent from the foregoing
that the different modifications or embodiments

of the ballot piece are all used or function in the 45

same manner when placed in the voting machine.
The ballot piece shown in Figure 2 has the office
“divider fingers and those candidate indicator
fingers which are swung over into voting posi-

tion, all disposed with their outer ends in a com- 50

mon plane extending from one side of the ballot
piece to the other, and projecting beyond the rear
edge thereof. However, the cover 23, when in
-closed position, overlies the extended ends of the

fingers and thus prevents anyone from determin- 55

ing how the voter is voting. In the structures
shown in Figures 7 and 12 the outer ends of the
office divider fingers and of the candidate indi-
cator fingers also lie in a common plane and in

the plane of the rear edge of the bar 48, as shown 60

in Figure 8. With this embodiment the ends of
the punch needles 13’ are engaged by the ends
of the fingers which are disposed in the grooves
of the bars 48 or 48’ so that when the ballot part .

is moved rearwardly in the machine these needles 65

will be forced through the record receiving paper
or tape. Where the fingers of the candidate in-
dicators have not been swung over into voting
position the adjacent ends of the needles will

merely enter the channels. and will not be 70

actuated.

It will be readily seen that there is an inter-
 locking coaction between the ballot part and the
‘voting machine proper in that the office divider

fingers or units perform the double function of 75

designating the different offices and of separating
one office from the other and maintaining the
indicator fingers which are to be employed for
voting for candidates for particular offices in
separated relation, and at the same time the
office indicator units or fingers each efiects the
movement of a record sheet punching pin each
time that the ballot piece is put into the machine
and pushed forwardly for the registering of a
vote or the recording of & ballot. Consequently,
the office diivders function to create a continuous
line of perforations in the record sheet between
the groups of votes recorded for the different
candidates.

After the ballot part has been placed in the
voting machine and the vote or ballot recorded,
the ballat can be readily destroyed by the at-
tendant who picks up the ballot part by the cover
so that the base or bottom portion will swing
down or fall away, thus-allowing the candidate
indicator fingers to swing out of position across
the grooved bar. In this way, the fingers will
be thrown back and no one will be able to de-~
termine by then examining the part what per-
sons were voted for and the fingers will be ready
for reuse by the next voter.

To permit cumulative voting, that is, voting
where a voter has a certain number of votes and
is permitted to cast them for one candiate or di-

30 vide them among the candidates, no modification

of the ballot part primarily may be needed, but
in preparing the ballot list and the ballot part
previous to an election, the following arrange-
ments or perforations will have to be made.
Suppose there are three to be elected and four
candidates for the positions. On the ballot list
each of the four candidates would have his name
printed three times, all under the one title for
the office. Thus, the interlock would include

-twelve names, that is, four names each repeated

three times. Three candidate indicators or indi-
cator fingers would be placed within the inter-
lock or the space between the adjacent pair of
office dividers. The voter may then place these
indicators at any places according to his notion,
thus voting all three for the same person or one
for each, or otherwise dividing the votes as he
wishes.

To permit fractional voting no fundamental
change in the ballot part is needed.- The ar-
rangement of the ballot list and the location of
the office dividers would accomplish the resulis
by using a little arithmetic. Assuming the frac-
tional value of a vote to be one-third and there
are four candidates as in the previous illustra-
tion. One candidate to be elected. Use the same
set-up as illustrated above. The voter would be
using a third of a vote for each person to whom
he pointed an indicator.

I claim,

1. A ballot part for use in a voting machine
employing a series of shiftable marking elements,
comprising a body adapted to be shiftably sup-
ported in the machine for the advancement and

retraction of one edge relative to said marking

elements, a series of fixed office divider fingers
secured to the body in spaced parallel relation and
extending perpendicular to said edge, each finger
having an end adjacent to the edge and said ends
being in a line paralleling said edge for contact
with marking elements, and a candidate indi-
cator finger shiftably supported between each
two adjacent office dividers to be moved between
the dividers to a selected candidate designating
position, said indicator finger when in a selected
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candidate indicating position-having an: end in
the line of the ends of the divider fingers.

2. A-ballot part for use in'a voting machine
employing a series of shiftable marking elements,
comprising a body having an edge which is moved
toward and away from said marking elements in
the operation of recording a ballot, a ballot list
carried by the body and including names of of-
fices to be filled, a series of office divider fingers
supported by the body and each having a fixed
_ position with respect to an office noted upon the

ballot list, each of said divider fingers being dis-
posed perpendicular with respect to said body
edge and having an end in a line common to
the.ends.of .the other fingers and paralleling
said edge, and a candidate indicator finger at-
tached at one end to the body between each two
adjacent office dividers for movement along a
path paralleling said edge:to a selected candi-
date indicating position, and means for main-
taining each candidate indicator finger in indi-
cating position with one end in. the line of. the
ends of the divider fingers. ‘

3. A ‘ballot part. as set-forth in claim 2, in
which said means -comprises. a transversely
natched -bar. carried by, the body parallel with
and -adjacent to.said -edge, .in the notches of
which bar the office divider fingers and the candi-
date indicator fingers.are. engaged.

4. ‘A ballot .part.as:set forth in claim 2, in-
cluding- a movable cover.pivotally attached to
the. body and adapted to .have a closed position
superposed. with respect to.the body and fingers

carried. thereon and.an open position in which ;

it iis-disposed at.one side of said edge.with the
ballot list:carried. thereby having the office titles
aligned transversely of said edge with the office
-divider fingers. )

5._A ‘ballot part for - use.in a -voting machine
-employing a. series of shiftable marking elements,
comprising a flat body. adapted to be moved on
the: machine for the.advancement and retrac-
tion of one edge relative to said marking ele-

ments, a transversely grooved: bar.secured to.the

body adjacent. to .and parallel with said edge,
means . for.attaching a ballot. list to.the body in
position for listing office titles and candidate
names :parallel: with said bar, each -office .title
and.candidate name.being. aligned transversely
of .the bar with a groove thereof, a series of of-
fice divider fingers. secured to the.body and.each
extending transversely: of :the: bar.and: lying in
a .groove and terminating at. one.end. adjacent

to.said edge, each finger being aligned: with an -

office title, and candidate indicator.fingers. each
pivotally attached at:one:end..to:.the.body- be~
tween two adjacent office dividers for movement
longitudinally of the bar.for:selective engage-
ment in grooves of the bar lying between the
pair of dividers and for swinging. movement in a
plane extending transversely. of:the bar whereby
the candidate indicator fingers may be:disposed
to: point.across:the bar.in the.same direction: as
the divider: fingers:or.in . the opposite: direction.

6. A ballot part.as set forth in claim 5, in- which
the -ballot list. carrying -means comprises a cover
pivotally attached to-the body-and having a closed
position. in: which:the:ballot list carried thereby is
faced down in opposed. relation with -the fingers
and. in . which. the:.said fingers: are -maintained
against movement by the cover:

7. A ballot part as set-forth in elaim-5, includ-
ing .-shiftable .- means - cooperating- - with - said
.grooved bar for-selectively -blocking -certain’ of the
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grooves of the bar against:the placement of. can-
didate indicatorfingers therein.

8. A ballot part as-set-forth in.claim.5; with
means for controlling the disposition-of the can-
didate indicator fingers in:the grooves.of said bar
for effecting compulsory voting of & straight bal-
lot or a mixed ballot,

9.°A ballot part for use in a voting machine
employing a series-of shiftable marking elements,
comprising an elongated flat body adapted to be
shiftably supported in‘the machine for movement
to effect advancement and retraction of one lon-
gitudinal edge relative to said marking ‘elements,
a bar extending along said one edge and having
a plurality of grooves formed transversely of the
top surface thereof, a ballot list supported by the
body and secured in a position to have the office
titles and names of candidates arranged in a
column extending lengthwise of said grooved bar
with said office titles and candidate names each
being -aligned transversely of the bar with .a
groove, a plurality of office- dividers each includ-
ing an elongated finger-and a, flat, plate connected

- with one end of the finger, each of said divider
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‘fingers being disposed in a groove in alignment

with an office title and having the plate positioned
upon the body, a rod -extending longitudinally .
of the body and passing through the office divid-
ers, detachable means secured to the body and
overlying said plates to maintain the same in
fixed position, and a plurality of. candidate in-
dicator fingers each pivotally and slidably mount-
ed upon said rod between two adjacent office di-
viders and adapted for adjustment longitudinally
of the rod for selective engagement in grooves
opposite candidate names and swingable on.the
rod for movement into or out of connection with
the grooved bar, said office divider fingers and
said candidate indicator fingers when disposed in
grooves of the bar having ends arranged in a line
paralleling said edge of the body for engagement
with the shiftable marking elements of the ma-
chine, :

10. A ballot part as ‘set forth in claim 9, with
an adjustable means associated with said grooved
bar for blocking out certain of. the grooves there-
of against the reception of adjacent. candidate in-
dicator fingers. ’

11, A ballot part as set forth in .claim 9, in
which said grooved bar has. a channel extending
longitudinally therein transversely: of the .Brooves,
and a shiftable bar disposed in said channel for
limited longitudinal movement and. having an
edge provided with notches segregated into two
groups and arranged whereby the notches. of one
group will' register with certain of .the grooves
when the bar is in .one position to position the
portions of the shiftable bar between the notches
of the other group in a position to block adjacent
grooves against the disposition. .of indicator. fin-
gers therein,

12, A ballot element of the character stated
cgmprising a flat body portion, means forming a
pivot bar mounted upon said body portion to ex-
tend across one-side face thereof, a plurality. of
fingers pivotally mounted upon said bar to be
moved into either of two positions extending per-
pendicularly to the bar and in paralle] relation
with the side-face of the body, ‘means upon one
side of the bar for holding certain of the fingers
against movement longitudinally of the bar,
others of said fingers being fixed to extend across
said means -to provide fixed spaces in which cer-
tain of the movable fingers are-disposed; the fin-

‘gers- when' in -engagement-with the said holding
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means being extended beyond the adjacent edge
of the body member, and a cover pivotally at-
tached to the body member and adapted to be
positioned over the face adjacent which the fin-
gers are located to maintain said fingers against
movement,

13. A ballot element as set forth in claim 12,
in which said cover is of a width to extend over
the said edge of the body member, when the cover
is in closed position, to completely cover the fin-
gers. . .

14, A ballot part for use in a voting machine
employing a series of shiftable marking elements,
comprising a body adapted to be supported in the
machine for movement relative to the elements
for the actuation of the latter, a ballot list carried
by said ballot part and divided into office groups
each group including an office title and candi-
dates for the office, a plurality of office dividers
carried by the ballot part and each fixed opposite
an office title, each office divider being arranged
to engage and actuate a marking element upon
movement of the body relative to the elements, a
plurality of candidate indicators, each adjacent
pair of office dividers having one or more indi-
cators disposed therebetween, means supporting
the candidate indicators for sliding movement
between the adjacent pair of dividers and for piv-
oted movement between operative and inoperative
positions, said office dividers being set to limit the
movement of the candidate indicators to positions
opposite the names of candidates for each office
group, each office group being provided with the
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proper number of candidate indicators to limit
the voter to correct voting, and means for main-
taining the candidate indicators in operative po-
sition  for engagement with the marking ele-
ments upon movement of the body relative there-
to. :

15. A ballot part for use in a voting machine
employing .a series of shiftable marking elements,
comprising a body adapted to be shiftably sup-
ported in the machine for advancement relative
to said marking elements, a full ballot list carried
by the body, a plurality of office dividers supported

in spaced relation and in g row extending length-

wise of the ballot list and each designating an
office of the list, each of said office dividers being
arranged to engage and actuate a marking ele-
ment upon each advancement of the body relative
to the elements, and a plurality of candidate indi-
cators supported in the row with the office divid-
ers for pivoted movement between an operative
and an inoperative position, said candidate indi-
cators further being movable lengthwise of said
row and being limited in such lengthwise move-
ment by the office dividers between which they
are located, the movement of the candidate indi-
cators along said row being for the purpose of po-
sitioning each indicator opposite a candidate
name upon the ballot list, said candidate indi-
cators when in operative position being adapted
for engagement with a marking element upon
advancement of the ballot part body toward said
elements.
GEORGE D. RATHBUN.




