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capillary spaces between the fins should be of smaller 
thickness or width at the pen end than at the ink reser 
voir end so that the ink will be drawn penward rather 
than held at the barrel end of the collector. The pen is provided with the usual hole 32 to assist in passing 
ink to the pen nib 27. 

In Figure 3 I have shown an ink container 33 of 
rubber, mounted within the barrel 2 and securely ce 
mented at its end 34 to the plug 9 while its lower end 35 
is cemented along with the nipple 6 to the barrel 2 and 
shoulder 7 of the support member 5. 
As shown in Figure 4 the ink container 33 may be 

folded inwardly to form the nipple 6. While I have 
shown and described a preferred form of my invention 
with respect to the feed and collector means I may use 
one of my other types of less or greater ink capacity for 
example as shown in my co-pending application hereto 
fore referred to. However, the present invention is con 
cerned chiefly with the novel filler principles herein de 
scribed, which overcomes the disadvantages which may ? 
occur in the filling methods described in said co-pending 
application. Coming now to the operation of my present 
structure to fill the pen with ink the top end cap 11 
is removed and this end submerged in an ink supply vessel. 
The thin wall barrel 2 is then compressed diametrically 
as between the thumb and forefinger and at any portion 
along the mid-section of the barrel. This will not open 
the nipple valve V per se, since to do this the barrel 
must be squeezed across or close to the valve V and in 
a direction parallel to its slit V. Pressure across any 
diameter of the barrel along its mid section will therefore 
decrease the barrel's volumetric capacity and will com 
press the air in the barrel, expelling a part of it, through 
the filler tube, and then bubble up through the ink in 
the ink vessel. When this barrel squeezing pressure is 
removed, the flexible barrel resumes its cylindrical shape, 
of higher volumetric capacity, thus reducing the internal 
air pressure. Atmospheric pressure on the ink of the 
vessel then forces ink into the pen barrel, through the 
filler tube 14. Five to ten such operations will suffice 
to completely fill the pen barrel, after which the pen 
is removed from the ink vessel, wiped dry, and its end 
cap 11 replaced, thus sealing the ink filler tube against 
ink or air leakage. The pen is then turned point down 
at a convenient angle and, with the open end of the 
hood 1 and the outer end of the collector turned towards 
the user, the pen is then grasped between the forefinger, 
beneath, and the thumb, on top, across the nipple valve 
end of the barrel. This places the plane of the nipple 
valye slit V parallel to the direction of squeezing pressure : 
and the open side end of the hood in full view. The barrel is then Squeezed until ink appears at the open end 
of the hood 1 and then released. This operation opens 
the nipple valve V, squeezes ink into the collector and . 
with the release of the squeezing pressure draws the ex- : 
cess ink followed by air back through the nipple valve V 
and into the barrel, leaving the ink collector 15 filled 
with ink, which is held in it by capillary attraction, and 
the air hole clear of ink. The plurality of radial fin 
spaces, the annular spaces 28 between the pen point end 
fin section and the hood, the similar annular spaces 28 
between the barrel end and the adjacent fin section and 
the nipple bore, and the annular spaces inside and outside 
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the collector spaces between the nipple valve V and the open end of the hood is thus subject only to capillary 
and hydrostatic forces, with no force acting on it due to 
expansion or contraction of the air in the barrel end of 
the collector, since the small axial hole 31 or longitudi 
nally positioned radial sits 30 in the fins through the 
entire collector assembly from the open end of the feed 
bar inward, acts as a pressure equalizing device. Warm 
ing of the air above the ink level in the collector, as by 
the user's thumb and forefinger, or reduction of ex 
ternal atmospheric pressure, will cause such contained 
air to expand out.through the open end of the feed þar 
hole, without forcing any ink out of the collector. Like 
wise cooling of the hood and nipple end of the pen, or 
increase of external atmospheric pressure, will cause air 
to flow into the pen through the axial hole to the inside 
of the nipple valve and thence down into any of the 
collector spaces not occupied by ink. 

Since the capillary spaces radial and axial-parallel have 
sufficient capillary attraction to prevent free outflow 
of their collected ink, the ink will remain therein in any 
position of the pen and will only feed out from these 
spaces pen-ward when the pen point is in contact with a 
writing surface, as in writing. The entire ink writing 
capacity of the collector spaces can thus be written out 
of the collector irrespective of any air pressure effects. 
When the collector ink supply is thus written out, the 

barrel is again Squeezed across the nipple valve V to 
refill the collector. Since the collector never floods the 
pen point, it writes without over wetness, and thus con 
serves the ink supply, so that one filling of the collector 
is sufficient for writing five to ten pages of writing paper. 
Since the barrel reservoir has an ink capacity of five or 
more times than that of conventional fountain pens, one 
filling is sufficient for an extraordinarily large amount 
of writing. m 

It is seen therefore, that the herein disclosed and novel 
method of filling my nipple valve pen through the top end, 
rather than through the point end, results in a pen struc 
ture which is easily filled and allows easy periodic ex 
pulsion of ink into the collector, which itself cannot 
overflow due to its sufficient capillary attraction and ab 
sence of air pressure variations, and in the main barrel 
reservoir of which air pressure increase over external air 
pressure cannot force ink out unless the nipple valve V 
is opened by barrel pressure at a particular location and in 
a particular direction. Thus the point flooding, due to the 
warming effects of the hand, or otherwise, on the air in the 
barrel is prevented, since the resultant increase in internal 
air pressure on the convex nipple valve surface only seals 
its slit the tighter. Conversely, if the internal air pressure 
becomes sufficiently lower than external air pressure, due 
to cooling of the air in the barrel, or to an increase in 
external air pressure, the nipple valve V will bulge barrel 
ward, relaxing the normal pressure of the slit walls 
against each other, and thus allow air to seep into the 
barrel through the axial air breather hole 20 through the 
feed bar and collector. Thus this pen cannot flood due 

. . to an excess of internal air pressure, nor can it refuse 
60 

the pen point are thus all filled with ink. The ink flows 
from the barrel, under slight pressure, when the barrel 
is squeezed to open the nipple valve V, through this 
valve into the longitudinally positioned radial slits 30 
in the collector, from which it feeds into the lateral, radial 
fin spaces, and the annular spaces around these fins. As 
the ink progresses down the fin sections it pushes their 
contained air downwardly and out of the open end of 
the hood, Saturating the collector solidly withink as the 
ink moves downward, until all of the contained air has 
been replaced by ink. The ink then continues on through 
the point end of the collector and fills the annular spaces inside and outside of the pen point, until it appears at the 
open end of the hood. The barrel pressure is then re 
moved and the barrel resumes its cylindrical shape of 
larger, volumetric capacity. As this pressure is relaxed, 
the ink in the Small axial hole 20 through the collector 
and feed bar and between the valve and the adjacent 
end of the collector is drawn back into the barrel, followed 
by air, before the valve closes, thus clearing this axial 
hole of ink and replacing the ink with air having free 
access in and out to the open atmosphere. The ink in 
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gold, aluminum, nickel, magnesium, or the like. 

to write due to a lowering of internal over external air 
pressure. 

While I prefer to use transparent materials such as 
Lucite, nylon, etc., for the construction of my pen, so 
that the ink supply and the internal operation of the pen 
may be readily observed, an alternate construction in 
volves the coating of the inside surfaces of the barrel, 
barrel-end cap, and the hood with a thin film, say one 
mill or a fraction thereof, with such materials as silver, 

Such 
internal coatings of small thickness will not materially 
affect the flexibility of the barrel, but will obstruct the 
passage of light so that the internal operation is not 
visible, and at the same time provide a highly light re 
flecting surface of the desired color, gold, silver, etc. in 
side the barrel where it is protected by the transparent 
barrel itself from wear. Obviously these coating mate 
rials must not be corroded by the ink inside the barrel. 
If the ink supply is desired to be visible, a narrow strip 
along one side of the barrel may be left uncoated and 
thus transparent so that the level of the ink in the barrel 
can be readily seen. Instead of the metallic inner coat 
ings, I may use opaque lacquer coatings of varying colors, 
or the barrel and hood material may be made of trans 
parent celluloid, acetate or nitrate, nylon, or the equiva 
lent and a highly reflecting metallic coating of neutral 
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color such as silver, nickel, aluminum, or the equiva 
lent may be given the inside surfaces. 
The metallic coatings may be produced by condensa 

tion of metallic vapors under vacuum, as in telescope and 
other front surface mirrors by electro-deposition, or the equivalent. 

While a conventional point end cover and carrying cap 
with attached clip may of course be supplied with this 
pen, but is not shown, as being obvious. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. A fountain pen of the class described including a 

support member, a hood having one end removably 
attached to said member, a nipple of suitable flexible 
material carried on the end of the Support opposite to 
the hood end and having a slit without loss of material 
at its free end, an ink container having one end carried 
by the support over the nipple end on the support, said 
container being longitudinally stiff but diametrically com 
pressible, a plug of suitable rigid material securely fas 
tened to the outer end of the ink container, the plug hav 
ing an extension beyond the ink container with a hole 
therethrough, a cap removably attached to said plug ex 
tension, a gasket carried within the cap for sealing said 
hole in the plug extension when the cap is on, an ink 
collector having one end located within said nipple Sup 
port and its opposite end extending into the hood and sup 
ported therein, the pen end of the collector having a bore 
to receive the shank of a pen while the pen end of the 
hood has a bore large enough to provide an annular ink 
space around the writing end of the pen, an ink filler tube 
having one end located in said plug hole and extending 
to a point close to the free valve end of the nipple, the 
collector having an axially located hole longitudinally of 
its length, an air tube extending from the collector and 
having an air hole in axial alignment with the air hole 
in the collector, spaced fin members on the exterior of 
said collector and means associated with the collector for 
feeding ink to said fins and from them to the pen point 
as and for the purpose described. 

2. A fountain pen as set forth in claim 1 further de 
fined in that said means for feeding ink to the fins and 
from them to the pen point includes, an annular space 
next to the pen end of the collector, said space being 
at the inner end of the large bore which surrounds the 
pen point, and at least one relatively small longitudinal 
passageway through the entire length of the collector and 
intercepting the said fins and opening into said annular 
Space. 

3. A fountain pen as set forth in claim 1 further de 
fined in that means for feeding ink to the fins and from 
them to the pen point includes, an annular space next 
to the pen end of the collector, said space being at the 
inner end of the large hood bore which surrounds the 
pen point, and at least one relatively small longitudinal 
passageway through the entire length of the collector and 
intercepting the said fins and opening into said annular 
space, said passageway being preferably in the form of 
a slot. 

4. A fountain pen as set forth in claim 1 further de 
fined in that said means for feeding ink to the fins and 
from them to the pen point includes, an annular space 
next to the pen end of the collector, said space being at 
the inner end of the large hood bore which surrounds the 
pen point, and at least one relatively small longitudinal 
passageway through the entire length of the collector and 
intercepting the said fins and opening into said annular 
space, said passageway being in the form of circular holes 
going straight through the fins, the holes being spaced a 
substantial distance from the base of the fins. 

5. A fountain pen as herein described comprising, a 
hood having internal threads at one end, a connector 
threaded at one end to receive the threaded end of the 
hood, said connector having near its central portion an 
extending collar against one side of which the hood en 
gages, an ink barrel carrying a nipple within it and both 
engaging the other side of said collar and securely fastened 
to said connector, a collector having a solid portion inter 
mediate its ends, said portion having a collar for receiv 
ing the inner end of said conductor, the oposite end of 
which extends within the nipple, the nipple having a free 
end extending within the barrel and beyond the con 
nector, the collector having one end extending through 
the connector and to a point adjacent the inner free end 
of the nipple while its opposite end extends a considerable 
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6. 
distance into the hood and terminates in an annular shoul 
deriengaging an inner part of the hood over an annular 
space in the hood, the collector, having a centrally located 
longitudinally extending rod-like member extending from 
said annular space to the opposite end of the collector 
with an air hole preferably centrally located therein and 
extending therethrough, a feed tube extending from a 
point near the pen nibs into said air hole in the rod-like 
member, spaced fin members on the exterior of said col 
lector on opposite sides of said solid portion located inter 
mediate. the ends of the collector, the fins nearest the pen 
point extending from said solid portion to said annular 
shoulder over said annular space, and means for feeding 
ink into said fins and from them to the bore around said 
pen point, the collector having a bore at the pen point 
end to receive the shank of a pen while the hood has a 
bore larger than the pen shank to provide an ink space 
therearound, the free end of the barrel having a plug 
fixed therein, the plug having a threaded extension to 
receive a cap and a centrally located hole therethrough, 
a gasket carried within the cap to close said plug hole, a 
filler tube fastened in said plug hole and extending to 
a point near the free end of the nipples which has a slit 
therein without loss of material, the slot being in align 
ment with said filler tube, while the barrel is axially rigid 
but radially. compressible as and for the purpose de 
scribed. 

6. A fountain pen as set forth in claim 5 further de 
fined in that the collector has closely spaced fins on its 
outer periphery except at said collar portion while said 
fins on one side of said rod member have slits therein 
while on the opposite side a small hole extends longi 
tudinally through the collector to said annular space. 

7. A fountain pen as set forth in claim 5 further de 
fined in that the collector has closely spaced fins on its 
outer periphery except at said collar on the solid member, 
the fins on the collector end toward the pen point being 
closer together or more finely spaced than those at the 
nipple end of the collector. 

8. A fountain pen structure having a hood with means 
for carrying a pen point at the free end of the hood and an 
interconnected ink carrying barrel and means for filling 
the barrel with ink by inserting the free end of the barrel 
into an ink Supply container, said means including a plug 
permanently and non-movably fixed in the free end of the 
barrel, the plug having a hole therethrough with a filler 
tube having one end permanently and non-movably locat 
ed in said hole, and extending toward the pen end of the 
structure, a nipple support fastened to the hood, a nipple 
also fastened to said support and to the inner wall of 
the barrel at its end opposite to said plug, said nipple 
having a normally closed slit valve located close to and 
in alignment with the free end of said filler tube, the barrel 
being axially rigid but radially flexible whereby variable 
pressure applied diametrically thereto about midway of 
the barrel will cause ink to come through the tube into 
the barrel as described. 

9. A fountain pen structure as set forth in claim 8 
further defined in that an ink collector is carried within 
said nipple support, one end of the collector extending 
into the nipple to a point adjacent the said nipple valve 
while the other end of the collector extends into a fixed 
portion in the hood, the collector having an air hole 
through it and having an extension to a point near the 
pen nibs, the collector also having fins on its exterior sur 
face with means for passing ink all through the fins and 
to the pen point, the ink being passed from the barrel 
to the collector by opening said nipple valve by pressure 
applied to the barrel at point approximately opposite to 
and in a direction parallel with the valve slit with the 
pen held in point down position as described. 

10. A fountain pen including a hood and barrel inter 
connected by a support member, the barrel being radially 
compressible, and a nipple having a valve only opened 
when the barrel is compressed as specified, the nipple 
being held to said support in conjunction with the barrel 
and having its free end with the valve therein extending 
into the barrel, a collector extending through said sup 
port and engaging the hood at one end while the other 
end enters the nipple, the hood having a bore larger than 
the diameter of the pen shank, the collector having an 
air hole therethrough with means providing communica 
tion from the air hole to a point closely adjacent the 
open end of the pen point the shank of which is at 
tached to the collector the exterior of which has a plu 
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rality of means for holding ink and passing the same 
along to the pen nibs via the said bore in the hood, the 
free end of the barrel having a plug therein with a hole 
therethrough and an ink tube fastened in said plug hole 
and extending to a point close to the nipple valve as and 
for the purpose described. 

11. A fountain pen as set forth in claim 10 further 
defined in that the means for storing ink on the exterior 
part of the collector are a plurality of closely spaced 
fins, those on the end of the collector nearest the shank 
of the pen point preferably being more finely spaced than 
the fins on the opposite end of the collector and at least 
one passageway through the fins longitudinally of the 
collector and means for moving this stored ink to the 
pen nibs as described. . 

12. A fountain pen, having a hood carrying a pen 
point and an interconnected ink barrel with axially com 
pressible, walls, a collector arranged in two co-operative 
sections, one section being located entirely within the 
hood and the other section being partly within the hood 
and partly within the barrel for receiving ink from the 
barrel and passing it along to the pen point, a nipple 
located within the end of the barrel that is connected to 
the hood and extending over the inner end of the collec 
tor, the nipple having a normally closed slit in its free 
end, a connector having a circular flange intermediate its 
ends to receive the end of the hood on one side and 
the barrel on the other side with the normal open end of 
the nipple also engaging the said flange and held thereto 
between the barrel and connector, the connector having 
one end terminating within the nipple below the end of 
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the collector, the collector having a solid centrally located: 
section extending longitudinally therethrough with a cen-i. 
trally located hole extending to a point adjacent the shank 
of the pen, the collector also having both its sections carry 
ing a plurality of closely spaced circular fins with at least 
one hole extending all the length of the collector through. 
said fins, closure means including a removable cap for 
sealing the free or top end of the barrel, a tube extending. 
from a point within the cap to a point close to said slit 
in the nipple, ink being passed from the barrel to the 
collector by pressure applied to the barrel at a point 
approximately opposite to and in a direction parallel with 
the valve slit after the cap is removed and this end of the 
pen stuck into a source of ink supply. 
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