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1 Claim.

This invention relates to combination gar-
ments for women and has for its object to pro-
vide a light form-fitting garment. of this type
adapted to support and mold the busts, flatten

5 the diaphragm and confine the abdomen with
perfect comfort and freedom of movement to
the wearer in all positions of the body.

These and other objects are accomplished by
a garment comprising a corset and brassiére.
The corset preferably has a stiffened front sec-
tion and elastic portions which mold the figure
and fit the front section snugly across the dia-
phragm and abdomen. The brassiére comprises
an upper portion constituting bust pockets and a
lower portion or band which telescopes the front
of the corset and is secured to the side edges
thereof but is otherwise detached from the corset
and therefore free to move up and down or side-
wise with respect to the corset when the body
bends or turns. )

Flaps or end sections are secured to the side
edges of the brassiére and down the sides of the
corset to about the waistline. These flaps ex-
tend rearwardly beyond the sides of the garment
-and terminate in elastic straps which are fas-
tened to the back in any suitable manner. The
straps exert a backward pull on the brassiére,
lifting the bust pockets and holding the busts in
30 2 high and youthful position. They likewise exert

8 cross pull on the lower band portion of the
brassiére and on the upper front portion of the
corset covering the diaphragm, and an upward
pull which is distributed over the region cover-
ing the diaphragm and abdomen.

The stiffened front portion of the corset pro-
duces the proper flattening effect on the dia-
phragm and furthermore enables the lower band
portion of the brassiére and the front portion
.of the corset to slide freely up and down with
relation to each other. The combination of the
telescoping front with the aforesaid tensioning
means insures proper control of the busts, dia-
phragm and abdomen in all positions of the body.
It furthermore enhances the diaphragm control,
since the molding and lifting of .the busts per-
mits increased tightening of the garment across
the diaphragm without discomfort to the wearer.
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A further improvement resides in a -special con--

struction of the back portion of the garment,
employing an elastic fabric having a controlled
stretch in two directions, which supplies the ten-
sion required to mold the figure and the proper
elasticity to adjust itself to bending movements
of the body without sliding out of place.
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The. invention will be described in connection
with the accompanying drawings, in which:

Pigs. 1 and 2 are front and rear plan views of
a combination garment embodying the inven-
tion; .

Figs. 3 and 4 are front and side views of a model
with the garment applied thereto;

Fig. 5 is a front view with the brassiére broken
open at the front to show its relation to the dia-
phragm control; and ’

Figs. 6 and 7 are front and rear plan views of
& modified combination garment embodying the
invention.

The lewer or corset portion of the combination
garment shown in Figs. 1 to 5 has front and rear 15
sections | and 2 of inelastic material and longi-
tudinal side elastic sections 3 and 4. The lower
back portion may also be made of all elastic,
either one way stretch or two way stretch being
used. The corset opens at one side and is fas- 20
tened about the body by cooperating hooks 5 and
eyes 6 on the respective meeting edges. An elas-
tic ‘gore 1 is inserted in the lower central por-
tion of front section I and a similar smaller gore
8 is inserted in the upper central portion of 25
rear section 2 to provide adjustment. In the

- garment illustrated, side sections 3 and 4 and
gores 1 and 8 are all made of elastic material
capable of stretching horizentally but incapable
of stretching in a vertical direction. Garters 9 30
are attached to the lower edges of the front,
back and side sections of the garment in any
suitable manner.

The front section | exiends well above the-
waistline and nearly to the bustline, the upper 35
edge of said section being pointed at the center
and sloping down slightly toward the sides in con-
formity with the general contour of the busts.
This section has a central double stay 10 and
single side stays 11 and 12 embodied in the lining 40
on the reverse side of the garment. These stays
preferably extend to the top of section {, their
purpose being to hold section | snugly against
the body while furnishing the strength and
rigidity necessary to flatten the diaphragm and 45
confine and support the abdomen. Back section
2 has long vertical stays 2 and {4 on opposite
sides of the center, extending the full length of
section 2, and shorter side stays 15 and {8 ex-
tending from the upper edge to the hips as shown 50
in Fig. 2,

The brassiére has an upper bust molding por-
tion made of netting or other soft inelastic ma-
terial constituting bust pockets (8 and 19 which
are shaped to mold and elevate the busts to a 55
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conical shape of a very youthful type, these bust
pockets being stitched to a lower band or panel
20 made of relatively stiff inelastic material which
is shaped at the top to conform to the contour
of the busts. The band 20 is stitched to the ver-
tical side edges of front corset section I but is
otherwise detached from the corset and overlaps
front section | for a considerable distance, pref-
erably extending about three inches below the
upper edge of section I, permitting band 20 to

slide up and down without sliding above the-

upper edge of section I in any normal position
of the body.

Flaps 21 and 22 of inelastic material are sewn
to the vertical side edges of the brassiére and
corset, extending from the upper edges of bust
pockets 18 and 19 and down the sides of band 20
and front corset section | to below the normal

waistline. These flaps each terminate in a series.

of elastic straps 23, 24 and 25 which are suitably
stitched to the outer ends of the flaps. The di-
agonal elastic straps 23 and 25 of each set con-
verge from their points of attachment at the
upper and lower edges of flaps 2 {.and 22 and are
provided at their extremities with loops 26 which
are adapted to be fastened to spaced buttons 217
on rear section 2 of the garment. The horizontal
elastic straps 24 of each set are shorfer than di-
agonal straps 23 and 25 and have their outer ends
secured to an intermediate portion of straps 23
and 25 by transverse seams or piping 28 as shown
in Fig. 2. Elastic shoulder straps 39 each have
three diverging ends or branches 31 secured to
spaced points on the central upper edges of the
respective bust pockets 18 and i8 and have their
rear ends secured to the extremities of flaps 21
and 22, the purpose of these shoulder straps being
to hold the bust encased in pockets 18 and {9 in
a high and comfortable position at -all times.
The flaps 2t and 22 extend rearwardly beyond
the sides of the garment, overlapping the upper
portions of side sections 3 and 4, and the respec-
tive sets of elastic straps 23—25 are crossed at the
back and secured by fastening loops 25 to buttons
27. When fastened in this manner straps 23 ex-
ert a downward pull along the upper edges of flaps
21 and 22 and a backward pull along the upper

front edge of the brassiére; while straps 24 exert

a substantially horizontal pull across band 20
and across the upper portion of corset section |
covering the diaphragm; and straps 23 exert an

upward cross pull on the lower edges of flaps-

21 and 22 which is distributed over the portion of
corset section | covering the diaphragm and abdo~
men.

The combination of the telescoping front and
elastic tensioning means insures proper control
of the busts, diaphragm and abdomen in all posi-
tions of the body. With the body erect, the lower
edge of brassiére band 28 occupies the posi-
tion of line 338 in Fig. 3, line 34 indicating the posi-
tion of this edge when the upper part of the body
is bent back, and line 35 indicating its position
when the body is bent forward. In these and all
other positions of the body the brassiére band 20
slides freely with respect to corset section { with~
out any drag on the bust pockets which retain

the busts in a high and comfortable position at all’

times. This sliding movement is facilitated by the
stiffened upper portion of front section | which
is held flat against the diaphragm and may
be held tighter than in ordinary garments, giving
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better control of the diaphragm, because of the
freedom of movement between the corset and
brassiére. In addition, the free up and down
motion of the lower stiffer portion of the brassiére
over the upper part of section | of the corset
eliminates wrinkles in the material, usual under
the bust of an ordinary combination garment,
when the wearer is sitting with the body inclined
forward or is in other relaxed position.

The combination garment of Figs. 6 and 7 is
similar to that of Figs.1t05 except that the rear
and side sections are replaced by section 40 having
a controlled two-way stretch. In order to simplify
the description the upper and lower front por-
tions, flaps, shoulder straps, etc., which are alike

"in both garments, are identified in Figs. 6 and 7

by corresponding reference numbers with primes
affixed thereto. Rear section 48 is preferably
made of suitable knitted, woven or other elastic
fabric having a relatively short snappy stretch
and quick contraction horizontally or circumfer-
entially of the body, and a relatively long easy
stretch and slow confraction in a vertical direc-
tioni.. The relatively short horizontal stretch of
section 40 fits the garment snugly about the body,
molding the hips and tensioning the stiffened
inelastic front section across the diaphragm and
abdomen.  'The relatively long easy stretch of sec-
tion 40 enables this section to follow and freely
accommodate itself to movements of the body
when the wearer bends over or assumes a sitting
position, preventing the garment from hitching
up or sliding out of place. Buttons 27’ for con-
nection to loops 26’ are secured to spaced inelastic
inserts 41 which are sewed to the inner and outer
surfaces of rear- section 40 and short diagonal
stays 42 are secured to the fabric intermediate
these buttons, diverging toward the upper edge
of section 40, to fit said upper edge shugly against
the body. The structure and function of the bras-
siére front, flaps 21’ and 22’, etc., are the same as
in Figs. 1 to 5 described above.

_Various changes may be made in the details of
construction herein shown and described without
departing from the scope and spirit of the in-
vention as defined by the appended claim.

The invention claimed is:

A combination garment comprising a corset
having a stiffened continuous front portion adapt-
ed to cover the diaphragm and abdomen, a bras-
sidre having an upper front portion of soft in-
elastic material constituting individual bust
pockets shaped to mold and elevate the busts and
a lower front band of stiffer inelastic material
secured thereto and extending crosswise and over-
lapping the stiffened front portion of said corset
and secured to the side edges thereof, said bras-
siére being otherwise detached from the front of
said corset and being free to move up and down
with respect to said front corset portion in ac-
cordance with bending movements of the body,
flaps secured to the sides of said brassiére and ex-
tending down the sides of said corset to below the
bottom edge of the brassiére and extending rear-
wardly beyond the sides of the garment, elastic
shoulder straps secured to the upper edges of said
bust pockets and to said flaps, elastic straps
secured to the outer ends of said flaps and means
for holding said straps under tension at the back
of the garment.
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