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The present invention relates to a musical in 
Strument accessory, and more particularly to a 
steel adaptable for use in the playing of Hawaiian 
guitars. It has been the practice in playing Ha 
Waiian guitars to use an accessory piece, known 
as a steel, which is in the form of a cylindrical 
bar, usually of a predetermined weight and con 
structed of metal. The Hawaiian guitar, in its 
standard tuning, is tuned to a major chord. In 
the playing of a Hawaiian guitar the ordinary 
cylindrical steel is moved along the neck parallel 
to the frets. As the strings are stopped by the 
ordinary cylindrical steel at each ascending fret, 
it results in a series of chromatic ascending ma 
jor chords. Therefore, the only complete chords 
possible in the standard tuning of a Hawaiian gui 
tar are major chords. 
To obviate the impossibility of playing minor 

chords on Hawaiian guitars in standard tuning 
with the ordinary cylindrical type of steel, the 
present invention has been devised in the form of 
a major and minor steel provided with a suitable 
guide and consisting of integrally connected par 
allel bars permitting the playing of either major 
or minor chords in the same fret positions. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a 
Hawaiian guitar steel whereby both major and 
minor chords can be played in the Same fret 
positions by merely rocking or lowering the steel 
from a position contacting the strings over one 
fret into a position to also contact the strings 
at the next descending fret, thereby omitting the 
stopping of the second string at the first fret posi 
tion, So that when the string is played, a tone 
One-half lower is produced to create the required 
conversion from a major to a minor chord. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a steel for the playing of Hawaiian guitars, the 
said steel being provided With a suitable guide 
coacting with the first string of the guitar and 
facilitating the movement of the steel into posi 
tions parallel to the frets for producing either 
major or minor chords by merely rocking the steel 
from contact with the strings in One fret position 
into a position for also contacting the strings over 
the next descending fret to release a predeter 
mined string in the first fret position and contact 
said string in the second fret position for the 
playing of said string one-half tone lower to 
produce a minor chord. 
A further object of the invention is the provi 

sion of an improved type of Hawaiian guitar steel 
of unitary construction and embracing two par 
allel bars connected by an arched bridge with one 
of said bars provided with a transverse notch at 
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a predetermined position whereby both major and 
minor chords can be played, for a selected fret 
position, by merely rocking the steel into a posi 
tion over the next descending fret whereby the 
notch in the front bar of the steel is engaged Over 
a particular string so that all of the remaining 
strings are stopped except the one beneath the 
notch, thereby permitting the selected string 
when played to produce a tone one-half lower, 
to determine the character of the chord, mak 
ing the chord a minor chord instead of a major 
chord which is produced when the front bar only 
of the steel engages all of the strings over the 
Selected fret. 

It is furthermore an object of this invention to 
provide a Hawaiian guitar steel constructed to 
coact with the first string of a guitar to facilitate 
guiding the steel over the strings for the playing 
of either major or minor chords in a selected fret 
position by merely rocking the steel to simultaner 
ously contact the guitar strings in the next de 
scending fret position. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a Hawaiian guitar steel of substantially kidney 
shaped cross section and consisting of two par 
allel integrally connected bars, one of which is 
provided with one or more notches, so that when 
the steel is rocked at one fret position to bridge 
the space to the next descending fret, the strings 
registering with the notches are not stopped, per 
mitting said strings when played to produce tones 
which are one-half tone lower to determine a 
minor chord instead of a major chord which is 
adapted to be produced when the cut bar of the 
steel is positioned to contact all six strings of 
the guitar. 

It is therefore an important object of this in 
vention to provide an improved and Simplified 
form of Hawaiian guitar steel, constructed to use 
one of the guitar strings as a guide and further 
more formed with integrally connected parallel 
bars, one of which is notched at predetermined 
locations, to produce either major or minor 
chords, depending upon whether one or both of 
the bars of the steel at a selected fret position 
contact the strings to stop all of the strings for 
the production of a major chord or to stop only 
selected Strings for the production of a minor 
chord at the same fret position. 
Other and further objects and features of the 

present invention will be apparent from the dis 
closures in the Specification and the accompany 
ing drawings. 
The invention, in a preferred form, is illus 
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trated in the drawings and hereinafter more fully 
described. 
On the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a fragmentary top plan view of a 

Hawaiian guitar, illustrating an improved Steel 
embodying the principles of this invention, 
placed at a selected position transversely on the 
strings above the neck of the guitar; 

Figure 2 is an enlarged fragmentary top plan 
view of a section of the guitar neck showing the 
frets and strings and also illustrating the trans 
verse positioning of the improved steel on the 
strings, and furthermore showing in dotted lines 
the position of the notch and the guide pin a SSO 
ciated with the second and first stringS respec 
tively of the guitar; 

Figure 3 is a transverse sectional view, taken 
on line III-III of Figure 2 showing the Steel, in 
full lines, with the front bar resting on all of the 
strings and also showing in dotted lines the lower 
position of the steel in which the second String 
is free from contact by the front bar but is con 
tacted by the rear bar one fret back for the play 
ing of a minor chord; 
Figure 4 is a fragmentary transverse section of 

the steel in a normal raised position showing the 
front bar contacting all six strings for the play 
ing of a major chord at a selected fret position; 

Figure 5 is a similar fragmentary sectional 
view, showing the steel lowered with the front 
bar contacting all but the second string beneath 
the notch and with the rear bar contacting all 
six strings, one fret back, to permit playing of 
a minor chord in the same fret position of the 
front bar of the Steel; and 
Figure 6 is a bottom plan view of the parallel 

bar, steel showing the location of the notch and 
the guide pin associated with the front bar, and 
also showing in dotted lines the position of a 
Second notch for registration over the fifth string 
of, a guitar when it is desired to drop the tone 
of the fifth one-half tone for the playing of a 
minor chord. This feature may be desired in 
high-pitch tuning and is optional. 
As shown on the drawings: 
In Figure 1 a portion of a Hawaiian guitar is 

illustrated embodying a body having a sound 
opening or hole 8 in the top wall thereof at the 
inner end of the neck 9. Secured transversely 
on the top surface of the neck at spaced inter 
vals are a plurality of parallel frets 0 which in 
the present showing are stationed equidistantly 
apart, except near the ascending end of the neck, 
where they are gradually spaced closer together. 
Extending from a bridge on the body of the 
guitar to the head are six strings which are 
spaced above the frets and for convenience are 
numbered from right to left as strings , 2, 3, 4, 
5 and 6 respectively. As an illustration, the 
guitar may be tuned to a major chord, such as 
the major chord A, CEF, E, A, C#, E as illustrated 
in Figure 2 of -the-drawings. 
The Hawaiian guitar, in its standard tuning, 

is tuned to a major chord. As the strings are 
"stopped' by the ordinary cylindrical type of 
steel at each ascending fret, it results in a series 
of chromatic ascending najor chords. There 
fore, the Only complete chords possible in the 
Standard tuning of a Hawaiian guitar are major 
chords. 
The improved Steel not only increases the 

chord possibilities 100% but simplifies the play 
ing of a Hawaiian guitar by merely employing 
a rocking operation of the improved parallel bar. 
type steel in the same-fret. positions. 
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4. 
The improved steel for the playing of Hawaiian 

guitars comprises a rear bar and a parallel 
front bar 2 which is larger in diameter than the 
diameter of the rear bar. The two parallel bars 

and 2 are integrally connected by means of 
a semi-cylindrical or arched body f3, which is 
formed with a longitudinally disposed groove or 
passage 4, which extends throughout the length 
of the steel and separates the rear and front par 
allel arms and 2. Projecting outwardly from 
the front bar 2, at a short distance from one 
end of the steel, is a guide pin 5 which in the 
proper positioning of the steel across the strings 
of the guitar is adapted to be run along the first 
string to serve as a Suitable guide to keep the 
steel in proper position for movement over the 
strings in parallel relationship to the frets when 
the guitar is played. The guide pin 5 also serves 
to accurately position a notch or recess 6 
squarely above the second string of the guitar 
When the steel is in proper playing position as 
illustrated in Figure 2. 
The notch or recess 6 is cut transversely, in 

the front bar. 2 at a predetermined distance near 
One end of the steel so that the notch Will be 
located over the Second String when the guide 
pin 5 is in contact with the first string of the 
guitar. The notch. 6 is provided in the front bar 
2 of the steel. So that the second string will not 
be stopped When the steel is Slightly rotated on 
the front bar in a selected fret position to contact 
all of the remaining five Strings. This condition 
arises, when the Steel is used in playing with the 
rear bar raised and with the front bar 2 en 
gaged over a selected fret. (Figure 4) so that all 
six strings are contacted or stopped for the play 
ing of all major chords. 
When it is desired to play minor, chords without 

changing the fret position of the front bar 2, 
it is only necessary to tilt or rock, the steel from 
the raised full line position of Figure 3 into the 
lowered dotted line. position so that the rear bar 

is lowered into a position into contact with all 
of the strings over the next descending fret. 
In the lowered position of the steel the second 
String is released by passing, through the notch 
6, as shown in Figure. 5, so that when the second 

String is played, it will play one-half tone lower 
to determine the character. of the chord. It will 
thus be noted that by the use of the improved steel 
that either major or minor chords may be pro 
duced at will in the same fret positions by merely 
rocking the steel so either the front bar 2 (Fig 
ure 4). Cr, both the front, and rear bars 2 and 

(Figure 5) thereof are brought into contact 
With the guitar strings. 

For the playing of a major chord, the front 
bar f2. of the steel is placed across-the-strings, 
above a Selected fret, thereby causing all of the 
six strings to be contacted or stopped. To pro 
duce a minor chord, in the same-fret position, it 
it is only necessary to rock the steel downwardly 
from the position, shown in Figure 4 toward the 
next adjacent descending fret to bring the rear 
bar into contact with all of the six strings 
to Stop the same. With-both bars resting on the 
Strings, the notch 6 is stationed above the sec 
Ond string so that said string is free beneath the 
front bar 2 but is contacted one fret back by the 
rear bar I, thereby permitting the second string 
when played to produce a one-half tone lower, 
thereby permitting the playing of a minor chord 
where a major chord.only could-be played when 
the steel was held in position. wherein only the 

75 front.bar 2. rested on the strings, while the rear. 
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bar of the steel is held in a raised position out 
of contact with the strings, as illustrated in Fig 
ure 4. It will thus be noted that in the use of 
the improved steel that both major and minor 
chords can be played for the same fret positions, 
by merely bringing the front bar only into contact 
with the six strings or by lowering the rear bar 
so that both bars are in contact with the strings, 
with the exception of the second string which is 
not stopped by the front bar because it is posi 
tioned beneath the notch 6, thereby allowing 
the second string to be contacted one fret back 
by the rear bar of the steel. 
The improved double parallel bar unitary steel 

is preferably of a predetermined size and weight, 
a preferred weight for the steel being seven and 
one-half ounces. The unitary steel is adapted to 
be constructed of brass, steel, bronze or any other 
suitable material. The steel may also be con 
structed of plastic which may have metal or other 
suitable material embedded therein to bring the 
weight of the plastic up to the seven and One-half 
ounces desired. 
From the foregoing description of the construc 

tion and use of the improved parallel bar steel, 
it will be noted that both major and minor chords 
may be produced in the same fret positions with 
out turning or slanting the steel at an angle with 
respect to the frets. 
In high pitch tuning where the fifth string 

is also tuned to C#, a second notch T may be 
cut transversely in the front bar 12, as indicated 
in dotted lines in Figure 4, so that when the rear 
bar is lowered into contact with the strings, 
both the fifth string as well as the second string 
will be cleared by the notched front bar 2. It 
will thus be noted that true variances may be 
produced by means of the improved parallel bar 
steel, one in which a notch is cut in the front bar 
for positioning over the second string. Another 
arrangement is one in which two notches are cut 
in the front bar 2, such as the notches 6 and 7, 
which are adapted to be positioned over the Sec 
ond and fifth strings respectively when the rear 
bar of the steel is lowered into engagement with 
all of the strings over the next descending fret 
to permit the playing of minor chords instead of 
major chords in the same fret positions of the 
steel. 

In order to play the intervals of major thirds 
on the first and second string, and the intervals 
of minor thirds on the second and third string, 
and the intervals of minor sixths on the fourth 
and second strings with the common type of cy 
lindrical steel, it is necessary to turn or slant 
the steel from a position parallel to a fret into 
a position at an angle thereto. This slant playing 
of a Hawaiian guitar by means of the standard 
cylindrical type of steel is difficult and dangerous 
for intonation, 

Therefore, in addition to providing an improved 
parallel bar steel for the playing of minor chords 
as well as major chords without slanting or turn 
ing the steel at an angle to the frets, the improved 
steel is also adaptable for the playing of a major 
or minor third on the first and second strings, a 
major or minor third on the second and third 
strings or a major or minor sixth on the second 
and fourth strings, without resorting to slanting 
of the steel. 
Another application of the notched principle 

in the unitary parallel bar type of steel is to have 
the rear bar of the steel drop one tone lower on 
the third string, thus producing the dominant 
seventh of any major chord. 
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6 
While the guide pin 5 has been illustrated 

and described as being mounted on the front 
bar of the steel for coaction with the first string, 
it is to be understood that a transverse rib or 
bOSS may be integrally formed on the front bar 
2 near one end thereof to afford a guide shoulder 
adapted to coact with the first string for the 
purpose of guiding the improved parallel bar steel 
when in use for the playing of major or minor 
chords. . If desired, the steel instead of being 
provided with a guide pin may have a bright 
colored indicating mark applied transversely 
thereon, at a suitable distance from one end of 
the Steel, to serve as a guide to assist in the use 
of the steel for the playing of either major or 
minor chords in the same fret positions. 

It will, of course, be understood that various 
details of construction and variations in the fea 
tures of the present invention may be varied 
through a wide range without departing from 
the principles of this invention, and it is, there 
fore, not the purpose to limit the patent granted 
hereon otherwise than necessitated by the scope 
of the appended claims. 
We claim as our invention: 
1. A Hawaiian guitar Steel comprising an 

arched unitary body having a longitudinal eccen 
trically positioned groove therein extending 
throughout the length of the body and forming 
two spaced parallel bars of different sizes, one 
of said bars having a notch therein at a prede 
termined location while the Second bar has an 
uninterrupted string contact line, said steel being 
adapted to be held in an upwardly inclined plane 
with the notched bar positioned for contacting 
all of the guitar strings above a selected fret for 
the playing of a major chord, said steel being 
further adapted to be lowered into a position with 
both bars contacting the strings to cause partial 
rotation of the notched bar in the same fret posi 
tion to bring the notch into register with a 
Selected guitar string without contacting said 
string but allowing the selected string to be 
stopped by the second bar at the next descending 
fret to permit playing of a minor chord in the 
same fret position. 

2. A Hawaiian guitar steel of unitary construc 
tion comprising a pair of spaced parallel bars, 
an arched body integrally connecting said bars, 
One of said bars formed with a playing guide and 
also having a transverse notch therein at a pre 
determined distance from the ends thereof for 
registration with a selected string of the guitar 
to permit use of the steel for the playing of both 
major chords and minor chords in the same fret 
positions on the guitar. 

3. A Hawaiian guitar steel of unitary construc 
tion comprising a pair of spaced parallel bars, 
an arched body integrally connecting said bars, 
one of said bars having a transverse notch therein 
at a predetermined distance from the ends thereof 
for registration with a selected String of the guitar 
to permit use of the Steel for the playing of both 
major chords and minor chords in the same fret 
positions on the guitar, and a guide on the steel 
for coaction with one of the guitar strings to 
insure proper positioning of the notch with re 
spect to the Selected guitar string and to further 
insure proper movement of the steel along the 
guitar strings and parallel to the frets when the 
steel is used for the production of major chords 
and minor chords in the same fret positions of 
the steel. 

4. A Hawaiian guitar steel adapted to permit 
75 playing of both major chords and minor chords 
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in the same fret positions when the steel is posi 
tioned parallel with the frets, said steel compris 
ring a pair of spaced parallel bars one of:which is 
larger than the other, an arched body integrally 
connecting the bars, and a guide on the larger 
of said bars for movement alongside one of the 
guitar strings during. movement of the steel over 
the strings when the guitar...is played, the larger 
of said bars having, a notch therein...adapted to 
be accurately positioned over, a selected guitar. 
string and out of contact therewith when both 
of the bars contact the guitar strings, permitting 
the selected string when played to produce a one 
half tone lower to determine the character of the 

: chord. 
5. A Hawaiian guitar steel for "playing both 

major and minor chords in the same fret posi 
tions when the steel is positioned parallel with 
the frets, said steel being kidney cross-sectioned 
and comprising a front bar, a rear bar; an arched 
body integrally connecting said bars in parallel 
relationship, and a guide on the front bar for 
movement alongside the first String. Of the guitar 
When the steel is in use to insure parallel posi 
tioning of the steel with respect to , the guitar 
frets, said front bar having a notch...therein a 
predetermined distance from the guide.to deter 
mine the exact positioning of the notch over a 
Selected guitar string and out of contact there 
'With for the playing of a minor chord. When both 
bars are in contact with the guitar strings, said 
steel being also adapted for the playing of a 
major chord when the rear bar is raised and the 
front bar is partially rotated to contact all of the 
guitar strings in the same fret position. 

6. A Hawaiian guitar steel comprising a pair 
of parallel rounded bars permanently spaced a 
predetermined distance apart and integrally con 
nected along the entire length thereof by an 
arched and longitudinally grooved body, a guide 
on one of Said bars for coaction with one of the 

$8 
: guitar; strings: for insuring proper positioning of 
the Steel. when: in use during; the playing of the 

(guitar," said guide carrying bar having a notch 
...therein...at a selected distance: from the guide so 

5 : that only a single: selected string is cleared by the 
: notched bar, and contacted-at the next descend 
.ing fret: by the other bar when the steel is in 
position with both bars: resting on the guitar 

::strings to permit the playing 'of the selected 
10 string one-half tone lower to determine.the char 

;:acter of the chord. 
7. A. quasi-cylindricals guitar-steel; comprising 

a pair of integrally associated parallel bars, a 
- guide pin projecting radially from one of Said 

15. bars for; insuring proper positioning of the steel, 
: One of Said bars having a notch therein permit 
...ting the steel to be used for the playing of both 
major chords sand minor chords in the same fret 
positions and with the steel positioned parallel to 

20 'the guitar frets. 
:8. A guitar steel" comprising a semi-cylindrical 

bar having an eccentric groove extending from 
end to end thereof and forming two spaced paral 
lel bars of different diameters, one of Said bars 

25, being-shaped to escape contact with one of the 
strings.-of: a guitar 'when both bars are simul 
taneously placed in contact with the guitar 
strings. 
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