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because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:
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because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
(See extra sheets.)

L As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:l As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I:l No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee.

I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Claims 6-7

The meanings of "processing stabilization™ appearing in claim 6 and
"processing stability" appearing in claim 7 are unknown.

Concerning "processing stabilization"™ and "processing stability",
the description of the present application declares "The thermoplastic
polymer composition according to the present invention has a high
processing stability. The processing stability of the composition can
be evaluatedbyprocessing the compositionby kneading it witha Labo-plast
mill, continuously recording the resistance (torque) during the
processing, and measuring the time period (build-up time) from the start
of the kneading to the achievement of the maximum resistance. A longer
build-up time indicates the higher processing stability." (page 15, lines
29-33) . However, it is stated in, for example, document 3 "Improvement
in processing stability can be evaluated by kneading a thermoplastic
polymer composition containing the stabilizer accordingto the invention,
shaping the same into pellets, and then measuring the melt flow rate
(MFR) of the pellets using a melt indexer." (paragraph [0054]), and "a
lower MFR indicates the higherprocessingstability." (paragraph [0087]) .
Theses statements differ in meaning from the above statement in the
description of the present application. Accordingly, it cannot be
understand what "processing stabilization™ and "processing stability"
in the above claims mean.

Thus, claims 6 and 7 fail to satisfy the requirement of clearness
in the meaning within PCT Article 6.

The search was made on the assumption that "processing stabilization"
and "processing stability"™ have the meaning as stated in the description
of the present application.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (July 2009)
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

Document 1 discloses "a stabilized vinyl chloride resin composition
obtained by adding trehalose to a wvinyl chloride resin". Thus, the
invention in claim 1l lacks novelty in the light of the invention disclosed
by document 1 and, therefore, has no special technical feature.

Document 2 discloses "a polyolefin composition comprising an olefin
polymer as a base polymer, trehalose and an inorganic filler"™. Thus,
the invention in claim 1 lacks novelty in the light of the invention
disclosed by document 2 and, therefore, has no special technical feature.

Document 1: JP 09-176420 A (Katsuta Kako Kabushiki Kaisha), 08 July
1997 (08.07.1997), claim 1; paragraphs [0020] to [0024]

Document 2: JP 2000-239454 A (Wako Plastics Co., Ltd.), 05 September
2000 (05.09.2000), claims; paragraphs [0058] to [0107]

Thus, it does not appear that the inventions in claims 1 to 7 have
a special technical feature in common and, therefore, these inventions
cannot beconsideredasbeingsolinkedastoformasinglegeneral inventive
concept.

It is recognized that the inventions in claims 1 to 7 include two
invention groups that are linked together respectively based on the
following technical features.

(Invention group 1) Inventions in claims 1 to 5
A thermoplastic polymer composition containing trehalose.

(Invention group 2) Inventions in claims 6 to 7

A processing stabilizer for thermoplastic polymers containing
trehalose as the active ingredient and utilization of trehalose for
improving processing stability.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (July 2009)
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