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This invention relates to a west construction 
for men's Suits and is particularly directed to 
a means for permitting the expansion of the 
fabric parts which comprise a west to afford com 
fort to its Wearer. 
An object of the invention is to provide a hid 

den and unobtrusive means for increasing the 
circumference of a vest which is buttoned or 
fastened at its central front portion, thus insur 
ing a comfortable garment which may be ad 
justed to the variations in the girth of the Wearer 
due either to natural increase of Said girth Or 
by way of the taking of nourishment of the 
like. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a means for increasing the circumference of a 
vest which permits the front or uncovered part 
of a vest to remain in the exact position it oc 
cupied previous to the operation of said means 
for increasing its circumference. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide a means for effecting the above results 
which is entirely hidden from view, is easily ac 
cessible when required, is cheaply installed in 
any type of vest and operates effectively when 
it is needed. 
Other objects will be apparent from the fol 

lowing specification and drawing, in which: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the vest with 

the concealing flap turned back to show the fas 
tening means for the attachment. 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged cross-sectional view taken 
on line 2-2 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a side elevational view of a modified 
form of the vest of my invention. 

Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view similar to that 
of Fig. 2 showing the attachment in expanded 
position. 
The embodiment of my invention consists of 

a vest 6 having a front part 7 and a rear part 8, 
said front part being separated along its cen 
tral front portion and provided with buttons 9 
for engagement with button-holes 0 in the con 
ventional manner. The rear part may be pro 
vided with a central vertical seam , arm-holes 
2 being formed by the front and rear part and 

disposed near the upper portion of the West. A 
seam 3 is provided for binding the adjacent 
edges of the front and rear part together be 
tween the neck engaging portion 4 of the vest 
and the arm-hole. The front part is provided 
with an inner lining 5 and the rear part has 
an inner lining 6 in the conventional man 
e. 
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The vertical adjacent edges of the front and 55 

rear part are joined together by means of a 
separable fastening element 7 which extends 
from the lower edge 8 of the vest to a point 
adjacent the lower portion of the arm-holes. 
AS shown in Fig. 1, the front and rear part are 
joined at and beneath the arm-holes by a seam 
9, the upper end of the fastener terminating 

at the lower end of Said seam. 
The means for interposing the hookless fas 

tener between the edges of the west parts as 
shown in Fig. 2, comprises an inturned fold 8 
and a return fold 9 formed in the rear part 
and joined together by means of a connecting 
portion. 20. The inturned fold is disposed in close 
proXimity to the vertical edge of the front part 
7 and with the straight portion 20 forms a flap 
2 for concealing the hookless fastener T. An 
inner Straight portion 22 formed of the same 
material as the rear portion underlies the hook 
less fastener and terminates in a hooked portion 
23. A line of stitching 24 is run through the 
rear portion, the connecting portion 20, one com 
plementary part 25 of the hookless fastener and 
the inner straight portion 22 to bind them to 
gether. The adjacent edge of the front part is 
provided with a hooked portion 26 which is in 
terlocked with the edge 23 of the rear part and 
a line of Stitching 27 is run therethrough and 
through the complementary part 28 of the fas 
tener to bind said parts together. 
To increase the circumference of the west when 

the front separated parts are closed by means of 
the buttons and button-holes, the slider element 
29 of the hookless fasteners on both sides of the 
West are each in turn grasped and moved up 
wardly to the lower part of the seam 9. This 
permits the receding of the lower edges of the 
front and rear parts to a position indicated in 
Fig. 3. 
A modification of my west attachment is shown 

in Fig. 4, which shows a front part 30 and a rear 
part 3 forming an arm-hole 32 at its upper 
portion, the vertical adjacent edges of said parts 
being joined together by means of a hookless 
fastener 33. The fastener is interposed between 
said parts in a manner similar to that shown in 
my preferred form, except that at the lower edge 
of the front part a vent 34 is formed and the 
termination of said fastener is at a point adja 
cent the upper edge of said vent. The hookless 
fastener also extends from a point adjacent the 
vent into the lower edge of the arm-hole so that 
when the fastener is operated the front and rear 
part may be entirely separated from the arm 
hole to the upper edge of the Went, 



2. 
Although my invention has been described in 

considerable detail and shown in connection with 
men's vests, such description is intended to be 
illustrative rather than limiting, it being under 
stood that said invention could be used with 
slight modification on dresses, hunting coats, 
trousers, and other articles of wearing apparel. 
My invention, therefore, is not to be restricted 
except So far as it is made necessary by prior 
art and by the spirit of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
i. In a West construction the combination of a 

0 

front part and a rear part, an arm-hole formed . . 
by the front and rear part disposed near the 
upper portion of the vest and means for sepa 
rably fastening the vertical adjacent edges of 
the West between the lower edge of the west and 
the arm-hole, said means comprising an inturned 
fold formed in the rear part, a return interior 
fold made in said part, a connecting portion for 
said folds, an inner straight portion formed in the 
adjacent edge of the rear part extending from the 
interior fold independently of the separable fas 
tening means, and terminating in a hooked por 
tion, a hooked portion formed in the adjacent 
edge of the front part, a hookless fastener dis 
posed exteriorly of the inner straight portion, a 
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line of stitching binding together the rear part, 
an intermediate part of the straight portion and 
One complementary part of the fastener and a 
line of Stitching binding together the hooked ends 
of the front and rear parts of the west and the 
other complementary part of the fastener, the 
inturned fold forming a concealing flap for the 
fastener. 

2. In a West construction the combination of a 
front part and a rear part, an arm-hole formed 
by the front and rear part, and means for sepa 
rably fastening the adjacent edges of the front 

- and rear West parts between the arm-hole and the 
lower edge of the west, said means comprising a 
return interior fold positioned beneath the rear 
part and removed from the adjacent edge thereof, 
an extended connecting portion for said fold 
fastened at its free edge to the adjacent edge of 
the rear part, an inner straight portion inde 
pendent of the separable fastening means joined 
to the return interior fold and the adjacent edge 
of the front part, and a hookless fastener dis 
posed exteriorly of the inner straight portion, and 
fastened to the adjacent edges of the front and 
lear West partS. 

- - WINCENT MUCCILLO, 


