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This invention relates to an improved hair dryer hood
for use with a stream of heated air and has as one of
its principal objects the provision of an improved hair
dryer hood that will permit the user to have convenient
entry into the hood during the hair drying process io
check the dryness condition of the hair or the placement
of bobby pins without frustrating or interrupting the dry-
ing process and disturbing the position of the hood upon
the head.

A further object of this invention is the provision of
such an improved hair dryer hood that can be conveniently
and comfortably fitted upon heads of various dimensions
without disturbing the hair set and that will direct an air
stream substantially throughout all portions of the hair
and at the same time prevent excessive inflation of the
hood.

A still further object of this invention is the provision
of an improved hair dryer hood having the aforementioned
characteristics that can be compactly folded into a purse,
drawer, or the like, and that is lightweight, durable, and
relatively economical to manufacture.

Other objects will be in part obvious and in part pointed
out more in detail hereinafter.

The invention accordingly comsists in the features of
construction, combination of elements and arrangement
of parts which will be exemplified in the construction
hereafter set forth and the scope of the application which
will be indicated in the appended claims.

in the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a hair dryer hood em-
bodying the present invention illustrated in operative posi-
tion upon a woman’s head and as connected to an air
supply hose;

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary top view to an enlarged scale
of the hair drying hood of FIG. 1 with portions broken
away to show internal comstruction; and

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary sectional view along the line
3—3 of FiG. 2.

Referring to the drawings in detail, an improved hair
drying hood embodying the present invention, generally
designated by the numeral 5, is shown fitted for use upon
a user’s head in FIG. 1 such as is generally done after
washing and setting of the hair. The hood § is connected
by means of a fitting (not shown) at the supply port 7
to a flexible hose 8 which conveys a warm stream of air
into the hood from a hair dryer (not shown).

The hood 5 is formed of a soft plastic sheet material
and has an elliptical top portion 1¢ and a downwardly
converging wall portion 12 which are secured together
along the seam 14, convenienily by stitching as in the
illustrated embodiment. The top and wall portions are
dimensioned to permit use of the hood with bulky hair
styles without disturbing the same and in order to permit
use of the hood upon heads of various dimensions. To
provide a snug, adjustable fit of the lower end of the wall
portion 12 about the head of the user, a hem 16 is pro-
vided along the edge in which is received an elastic mem-
ber the ends of which are adjustably joined together as
by the iliustrated tie 18.

In order to distribute the stream of heated air from the
supply port 7 throughout substantially the entire area en-
closed by the hood, a generally U-shaped distribution
member 26 is provided therein having a base portion 22
extending across the suppiy port 7 to provide a baffle and
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2
a pair of diverging leg portions 24, 26 to provide ducts
extending forwardly along opposite sides of the hood to
discharge the heated air through the ports 28, 30 at about
midway of the length of the hood. As shown in the illus-
trated embodiment, the distribution member 20 is con-
veniently provided by a pair of strips 29, 31 of plastic
sheet material which are secured, respectively, to the top
portion 19 and side portion 12 conveniently by stitching
as indicated at 32, 34 and to each other along the seam 36.

At the lower end of the wall portion 12 adjacent the
hem 16 are provided a plurality of small openings 38
which vent the area enclosed by the hood and discharge
the spent air from the bottom of the enclosed area. The
cross-sectional area of the openings 38 is so dimensioned
as to provide a desired degree of restriction upon air dis-
charge and thereby ensure adequate but not excessive ex-
pansion of the hood upon the user’s head.

In accordance with the present invention, a test port is
provided through the top portion 10 of the hood for in-
spection of the hair enclosed thereby to determine the
dryness or placement of hair pins. Cut along the longi-
tudinal center line of the top portion 10, but offset
towards the rear end thereof, is a slit 4& of sufficient length
to permit facile insertion of one or more fingers into the
hood. As best seen in FIGS. 2 and 3, a pair of strips 42,
44 of flexible plastic sheet material extend across the area
of the slit 40 and are secured to the top portion 1 for-
wardly and rearwardly of the slit 40 and along their side
edges, conveniently by stitching as indicated by the numer-
als 46 and 48, respectively. The strips 42, 44 thus provide
a pair of pockets opening along the free edges 50, 52 which
extend transversely of the slit 40 and generally centrally
thereof.

Upon inflation of the hood, air pressure holds the over-
lapping portion of the underlying strip 44 against the
upper strip 42 to provide an air seal, and similarly the
two strips 42, 44 are held against the upper portion 16
of the hood so as to preciude substantially the escape of
the heated air through the slit 40 without appreciably
diminishing the ease of entry therethrough. In using the
test port, the edges of the slit 40 are spread apart by the
fingers, and then the edges 50, 52 of the pockets are spread
apart, thus permitting convenient inspection of the hair
within the hood without disturbing the position of the
hood upon the head or materially affecting the drying
process.

As will be apparent to persons skilled in the art, various
modifications and adaptations of the structure above de-
scribed will become readily apparent without departure
from the spirit and scope of the invention, the scope of
which is defined in the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A hair dryer hood formed of flexible sheet mate-
rial and having a top portion and a downwardly extend-
ing wall portion adapted to enclose the user’s hair when
placed upon the user’s head, said hood having a port
therein for passage of a stream of heated air into the hoed
and means for distributing the heated air through the
hair of the user, said top portion having a slit therein
dimensioned to permit insertion of the user’s fingers,
a pair of strips secured to the inner surface. of said top
portion to provide a pair of pockets having their free
edges in overlapping relationship and extending trans-
versely of said slit, said strips being dimensioned to en-
close said slit within their confines, said slit and strips pro-
viding an inspecticn port for the hair underlying said
hood and said strips providing an air seal to limit the
escape of air through said slit, and means spaced from
said slit for exhausting air from said hood.

2. A hair dryer hood formed of flexible sheet material
and having a top portion and a downwardly extending
wall portion adapted to enclose the user’s hair when
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placed upon the user’s head, said hood having a port
therein for passage of a stream of heated air into the hood
and means for distributing the heated air through the hair
of the user, said top portion having a slit therein di-
mensioned to permit insertion of the user’s fingers and
extending in a direction toward the front and rear of the
hood, a pair of strips secured to the inner surface of said
top portion to provide a pair of pockets having their
free edges in overlapping relationship and extending trans-
versely of said slit generally centrally thereof, said strips
being dimensioned to enclose said slit within their con-
fines, said slit and strips providing an inspection port for
the hair overlying said hood, and said strips providing an
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air seal to limit the escape of air through said slit, -

and means spaced from said slit for exhausting air from
said hood.

3. A hair dryer hood formed of flexible sheet materiai
and having a top portion and a downwardly extending
wall portion adapted to enclose the user’s hair when placed
upon the user’s head, said hood having a port therein for
passage of a stream of heated air into the hood and means
for distributing the heated air through the hair of the user,
said top portion having a slit therein dimensioned to per-
mit insertion of the user’s fingers, said slit extending in a
direction towards the front and rear of the hood and be-
ing offset towards the rear of the hood, a pair of gen-
erally parallel extending strips secured to the inner sur-
face of said top portion and dimensioned to enclose said
slit and to provide overlapping portions extending trans-
versely of said slit generally centrally thereof, said strips
being secured to said top portion forwardly and rear-
wardly of said slit, respectively, and along their side
margins to provide a pair of pockets having their free
edges in overlapping relationship, said slit and strips pro-
viding an inspection port for the hair underlying said
hood, and said strips providing an air seal to limit the
escape of air through said slit during use by the mainte-
nance of firm contact between the overlapping portions
thereof due to air pressure upon the lower surface of
the underlying strip forcing the strips upwardly against
the top portion, and means spaced from said slit for ex-
hausting air from said hood.
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4. A hair dryer hood formed of flexible sheet plastic
material, said hood being dimensioned to enclose the
user’s hair when placed upon the user’s head and having a
top portion and a downwardly extending wall portion,
said hood having a port therein in the rear portion thereof
for passage of a stream of heated air into the hood and
diverging ducts in communication with said port and
terminating adjacent the center of said hood for distribut-
ing the heated air forwardly of the hood and through the
hair of the wuser, said top portion having a slit therein
extending forwardly and rearwardly of the hood between
said ducts and dimensioned to permit insertion of the
user’s fingers, a pair of generally parallel extending strips
secured to the inner surface of said top portion and having
overlapping portions extending transversely of the slit
adjacent the midpoint thereof, said strips being dimen-
sioned to enclose said slit within their confines and
being secured to said top portion rearwardly and for-
wardly of the slit, respectively, and along the side thereof
to provide a pair of pockets having their free edges in
overlapping relationship, said slit and strips providing an
inspection port for the hair underlying said hood and said
strips providing an air seal to limit the escape of air
through said slits during use by the maintenance of firm
contact between the overlapping portions thereof due
to air pressure upon the lower surface of the underlying
strip forcing the strips upwardly against the top portion
and permitting inspection of the underlying hair by sep-
arating the edges of the slit and the free edges of the
pockets, and means spaced from said slit for exhausting
air from said hood.
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