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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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HTCH ING DEVICE. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 480,179, dated August 2, 1892. 
Application filed October 8, 1891, 

To all livhon, it may concer'7. 
Beit known that I, DANIELW. DESYLVIA, a 

resident of Richmond, in the county of Hen 
rico and State of Virginia, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Hitch 
ing Devices; and I do hereby declare the fol 
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the invention, such as will enable oth 
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the Same. 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

devices for hitching horses, the object of the 
invention being to produce a hitching device 
adapted to be secured to a curbing and which 
shall be simple in construction, easy to ma 
nipulate, and effectual in the performance of 
of its functions. 
With these objects the invention consists 

in two plates connected together to slide one 
on the other, jaws on one end of each plate, 
means for attaching a strap to the device, and 
means for clamping said plates to a curb 
stone; and the invention also consists in cer 
tain novel features of construction and com 
binations and arrangement of parts, as here 
inafter setforth, and pointed out in the claims. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a plan view of my improved hitching device or 
clamp. Fig. 2 is alongitudinal sectional view 
of the same. Figs. 3 and 4 are detail views. 
AA' represent two plates, one located on 

the other and adapted to have a sliding move 
ment relatively to each other. The outer end 
of each plate A A' is provided with a depend 
ing jaw a d", covered on its inner face with 
leather or other similar material a, whereby 
said jaws may be made to take a firm hold to 
a curbing to which the device is intended to 
be secured. One end of the lower plate A is 
provided with an elongated slot b for the re 
ception of a depending flange b', whereby the 
plates will be guided in their movements and 
prevented from lateral movement. The plates 
AA’ are also guided in their movements by 
means of a pin or screw c, Secured to the 
lower plate A and extending upwardly 
through an elongated slot c' in the upperplate 
A', said elongated slot being preferably cov 
ered by means of a plated, held in position 
by the pin or screw c. The lower plate A is 
provided with an upwardly-projecting lug or 

f' in the lower plate. 
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ear e, to which the lower bifurcated end of a 
lever Bispivotally connected. The lower end 
of the lever B is made to produce camsf, hav 
ing teeth f', which project through an open 
ing g in the upper plate and openings or slots 

The upper plate A' is 
made with two flanges hat its edges, and be 
tween these flanges a plate or blockCislocated 
and adapted to have a sliding movement, said 
plate or block having serrations on its up 
per face. The plate or block C is also made 
With an elongated sloti for the accommoda 
tion of a lug k, and said plate or block is also 
provided With a depending flangel at its in 
ner end to enter the opening g in the upper 
plate A to limit said plate in its outward 
movement. A clamping-block E is located 
On the plate or block C and made with an 
opening for the passage of the lugk and with 
teeth or serrations on its underface to mesh 
With the Serrations in the plate C. A lever 
F is pivoted to the lug k and made with cams 
m to engage the clamping-block E, whereby 
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to clamp the sliding plate C in any desired 75 
position. The upper plate A is also made 
with a slot in for the reception of a flange or 
projection n’ on the lower plate A. A ring 
or loop F is attached to one of the plates, 
preferably the lower plate A, to which to at 
tach a hitching-strap. 
When it is desired to attach the device to 

a curbing, the lever B is elevated, whereupon 
the eccentrics or cams f will engage the end 
wall of the opening g and slide the plates A 
A lengthwise. After the device has been 
placed on the curbing the lever B will be 
lowered, whereupon the cams f will engage the 
end of the sliding plate Cand draw said plates 
AA'-in Wardly and cause the jaws da' to 
clamp the curbing. In order to increase or 
diminish the extent to which the plates AA' 
may be drawn apart to accommodate curbs of 
different widths, the sliding plate C is pro 
vided. By means of this plate the opening g. 
may be increased or diminished and the plates 
AA' thus be permitted to be drawn apart to 
a greater or less extent. 
From the construction of the device as 

shown in the drawings it will be seen that 
the jaW C of the lower plate A will be inserted 
between the sidewalk and the curbing. 
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Having fully described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. In a clamp or hitching device, the com 
bination, with two sliding plates and a jaw on 
one end of each plate, of a cam-lever adapted 
to slide said plates in either direction, a slid 
ing plate adapted to control the degree to which 
said clamp may be opened, and a clamp for 
maintaining Said sliding plate at any desired 
adjustment, Substantially as set forth. 

2. In a clamp or hitching device, the com 
bination, with two plates and a jaw at one end 
of each plate, of a cam-lever for sliding said 
plates to open or close the clamp, a sliding 
plate for regulating the degree to which the 
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clamp may be opened, said plate having Ser 
rations thereon, a serrated clamping-block lo 
cated on said plate, and a cam-lever adapted 
to engage said clamping-block and thus clamp 
the sliding plate at any desired adjustment, 
and means for attaching a hitching-strap to 
said clamp or hitching device, substantially 
as Set forth. 

In testimony whereof I have signed this 
specification in the presence of two subscrib 
ing witnesses. 

D. W. DE SYLVIA. 
Witnesses: 

BEV. T. CRUMP, 
F. W. CUNNINGHAMI. 
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