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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, LEIGH L. FINCH, a 

citizen of the United States, and residing at 
New York, in the county of New York and 
State of New York, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Cigarette 
Formers, of which the following is a specifi 
cation, such as will enable those skilled in 
the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same. 
This invention relates to devices for form 

ing cigarettes and particularly for making 
cigarettes by hand, and the object thereof is 
to provide an improved device of this class 
by means of which a cigarette may be 
quickly, easily and compactly rolled or 
formed, and which consists of a flexible 
sheet preferably rectangular in form and 
preferably longer than it is wide and adapt 
ed to fold or bend transversely only. 
The invention is fully disclosed in the fol 

lowing specification, of which the accom 
panying drawing forms a part, in which the 
Separate parts of my improvement are desig 
nated by suitable reference characters in 
each of the views, and in which:- 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im 
proved cigarette former and showing one 
step in the process of making a cigarette;- 
Fig. 2, a partial section on the line 2-2 of 
Fig. 1:- and, Fig. 3, a perspective view 
showing the process of rolling or forming a cigarette. 

In the practice of my invention I provide 
a flexible sheet a which is preferably longer 
than it is wide, and also preferably slightly 
wider than the length of a cigarette, and 
said sheet is preferably composed of small 
transverse rods b connected in any desired 
manner, this connection being made, in the 
form of construction shown, by fine threads 
or cords 6 passed around said rods in oppo 
site directions, as clearly shown in Fig. 2, 
and in connection with the rods b connected 
as described, I employ a fabric sheet d. 
which is secured to one side of the rods b, 
as shown, this connection being made by 
pasting or otherwise, and the ends of the 
fabric sheet d are preferably folded around 
the end portions of the flexible sheet formed 
by the rods b, as clearly shown at d”. 

In making a cigarette, the Wrapper e is 
placed on the sheet a transversely thereof, 
as shown in Fig. 1 and the tobacco f is 

placed on the Wrapper e, as is also shown in 
said figure, said tobacco being first slightly 
rolled by hand, and the sheeta is then folded 
centrally over the Wrapper e with the to 
bacco f therein, as shown in Fig. 3, and 
while the folded sheet a is held between the 
thumbs and fingers of the hands, as shown 
in Said figure, the said thumbs and fingers 
are moved back and forth and at the same 
time the end a' of the sheet a is moved for 
Wardly while the end a of said sheet is 
moved backwardly, and the result of this 
operation is the complete formation of the 
cigarette, the tobacco being tightly rolled in 
the Wrapper and the wrapper being com 
pletely rolled around the tobacco, and the 
edge of the Wrapper of the cigarette is se 
cured in the usual manner. 
Although I have described the preferred 

construction of the flexible sheet a, it will 
be understood that my invention is not lim 
ited to this exact construction, all that is 
necessary in this connection, being that a 
sheet of the required longitudinal and trans 
verse dimensions be provided, said sheet 
being formed of comparatively stiff material 
which cannot be bent or folded except trans 
versely, but which will bend easily and 
fold easily on transverse lines or lines which 
cross said sheet in one direction only. 
Having fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is:- 

1. The herein described device for use in 
making cigarettes, said device consisting of 
a plurality of small cylindrical rods placed 
closely adjacent and flexibly connected. 

2. The herein described device for use in 
forming or making cigarettes, said device 
consisting of a flexible sheet of predeter 
mined length and width and consisting of a 
plurality of small rods flexibly connected by 
means of fine cords or threads passed around 
said rods longitudinally of said sheet and 
in opposite directions. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my invention I have signed my name in 
presence of the subscribing witnesses this 
6th day of May, 1911. 

LEIGH LAWRENCE FINCH. 
Witnesses: 

LOUIS HARRIs, 
ANNA. H. GREENBAUN. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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