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This invention relates to an animal mouth bit,
especially for horses.
Many horses, particularly those with tender
mouths, receive painfully sore inner mouth mem-
5 branes, which results from such membranes be-
ing rubbed against the teeth of the horse when
it is reined through the mouth bit to one side
or the other. This condition is bothersome in
young colts or fillies, the teeth of which are rela-
10 tively sharp edged, and consequently makes it
hard to manage these animals, especially thor-
oughbred race horses having strong heads.
One of the primary objects of my invention is
the provision of an improved mouth bit which is
15 designed to obviate the above described difficulty.
Other objects of the invention are the provision
of an improved mouth bhit of the character de-
scribed which is of simple and economical con-
struction, and which presents relatively soft or
resilient engaging surfaces to the horse’s mouth.
Additional objects of the invention will become
apparent from a perusal of the following descrip-
tion thereof.

In general, the bit of my invention comprises
3, member adapted to extend through the mouth
of the animal. Adjacent each end, the member is
provided with a structure which is so shaped as
to form a central pocket and thereby bear against
the cheek of the animal when it is reined to one
side or the other, at a location remote from said
member and adjacent the peripheral edge of such
structure. This precludes such member from be-
ing drawn end-wise through the mouth which
would result in the inner mouth membranes be-
ing rubbed against the animal’s teeth. Prefer-
ably, such peripheral edge is made relatively soft
and yieldable, so that the pressure against the
outside of the cheek, which results when the ani-
mal is reined to one side or the other, will not
hurt it.

The drawing is now referred to for a more de-
tailed description of the invention, in which:

Fig. 1 is horizontal section, partly in elevation,
through the preferred form of mouth bit of my
invention.

Fig. 2 is an exploded view of the bit, with parts
thereof shown broken away to disclose more
clearly the construction.

Fig. 3 illustrates attachment of the bit to a
horse.

Fig, 4 is a sectional view of a modified form of
the invention.

The mouth bit, illustrated in Figs. 1 through 3,
comprises a metallic bit member | which is curved
55 to conform to the shape of the mouth, and which
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is provided adjacent each end thereof with eye-
holes 2 containing bridle rings 3. One of the eye-
holes, the left one appearing in Fig. 1, may be
closed so that the ring therein cannot be re-
moved; the eye-hole being closed over the ring 5§
before hand. The opposite eye-hole is open
through slot 4; so that the ring may be readily
removed therefrom or inserted therein for a pur-
pose to be subsequently explained. Preferably,
the removable ring is made flat sided to allow a
minimum width slot 4, thereby obviating unneces-
sary enlargement of the device; and for the sake
of appearance the other ring is also made flat
sided.

Adjacent each end of member | is removably
mounted an annular plate-like structure 6 which
is preferably about two to-four inches in diam-
eter, and which.is.shaped to have-its peripheral
edge bear against the outside of the horse’s cheek.
Between such structures is a rubber sleeve T re-
movably mounted over member | and which holds
the structures in position against rings 3; the
structures 6 being provided with narrow elon-
gated apertures 8 to allow passage of member |
therethrough. Fach of structures 6 is saucer- 25
shaped and comprises an outwardly dished, rela-
tively soft rubber disk 9 secured by rivets Il to
an outwardly dished non-resilient backing mem-
ber 12, preferably of metal, which is of less diam-
eter than the rubber disk 9. As a result of such
arrangement, there is provided a yieldable pe-
ripheral edge portion 14 on each structure 8,
which engages the outside of the horse’s cheek
when the horse is reined to a side, and also a 35
pocket 15 to accommodate the cheek.

The yieldable peripheral portion 14 constitutes
the pressure area engaging the cheek when the
horse is reined to a side, and because of the yield-
able character thereof and the softness of the 44
rubber, the horse will not be hurt. At the same
time, it is to be noted that by virtue of the pocket
{5 resulting from the outward dishing, such peri-
pheral yieldable portion engages the cheek at
a location remote from the entrance of member 45
{ through the mouth. Consequently, when the
horse is reined to either side, plate-like structure
6 will have purchase solely against the horse’s
cheek remote from the point of entrance of mem-
ber | into the mouth, and member | cannot be 50
drawn endwise through the mouth. This pre-
vents the inside mouth membranes from being
rubbed against the horse’s teeth, which as pre-
viously explained is what causes such membranes
t0 become sore. In Fig. 3, the guide reins {T and 55
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the bridle straps 18 are shown connected to

rings 3.

The entire surface of the bit which presents
itself to the horse’s mouth is of soft rubber, as
can be observed from Fig. 1, and this obviously
makes for a comfortable bit. Preferably, all the
metallic parts of the bit are provided with a coat-
ing of non-corrosive nature such as chromium
or nickel plating, to enhance the life of _such
parts. Should the rubber-become worn, the rub-
ber parts may be readily replaced by shoving in-
wardly the right hand structure 6 appearing in
Fig. 1, removing the right hand ring 3 through
slot 4, removing the right hand structure 6, slip-
ping off the sleeve 1, and finally removing the left
hand structure 6. Assembly of new rubber parts

~ can be readily effected in a reverse manner. If so
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desired, instead of providing slot 4 only at one

end of member I, both ends of the member may
be so slotted, thus enabling each of the saucer-
shaped, . plate-like -structures 6 to-be:removable
and replaceable at each end of member f.

Fig. 4 illustrates another form . which the
saucer-shaped structure. may. assume, although
it is not as desirable as that previously described
because the edge portion 24 thereof which is
adapted to bear against the horse’s cheek is not
resilient. Such structure 23 may be made. of
a single piece of metal, hard rubber or the like,
and is saucer-shaped to provide pocket 25 for ac-
commodating the horse’s cheek, -and thereby
enable transmission of pressure to such cheek at

a location spaced from member |, for the pur- -

pose previously explained. The edge portion .24

.. is preferably made flat so as to provide a.rela-

tively large pressure transmitting surface, which
is not sharp edged and consequently not uncom-
fortable.  Aperture 28 permits assembly and re-

moval of the structure 23 in the manner previgus-
- ly explained. ) -
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Prom the preceding description, it is apparent
that the provision of the central pocket 15 or 25,
resulting from the outwardly-dished character of
the structure 6 or 283, enables pressure to be trans-
mitted to the cheek at a location spaced from bit
member 1| to provide the advantageous result at
which my. invention aims. Any other form or
shape of structure having such pocket will per-
form a like function.

I claim: .

1.- A bit comprising a member adapted to ex-

tend through an animal’s mouth and a plate-
like structure adjacent each end of said member,
each of said structures including a rubber disk

- and an outwardly dished non-resilient backing

member. therefor of less diameter than the rubber
disk. ] . »
2.-A Dit comprising a rubber covered member
adapted to- extend through an animal’s mouth,
and a plate-like structure adjacent each end of

- said member, each of-said structures including

an -outwardly dished rubber disk secured to an
outwardly dished metallic backing member there-
for of less diameter than the rubber disk. -

3. A bit comprising a curved metallic member
having eye-holes - ajacent each end thereof;
bridle rings in said eye-holes, one of said eye-
holes being open to allow removal and .insertion
of the ring therefor, a plate-like structure remov-
ably mounted adjacent each eye-hole and hav-
ing a centrally located aperture to.allow insertion
of said member therethrough, each of said struc-
tures including an outwardly dished rubber disk

secured. to an. outwardly dished metallic backing @

member therefor of less diameter than the rubber
disk, and a rubber sleeve removably mounted on
said member between said structures. -
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