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My invention relates to a key holder and has

for its specific object the provision of a relatively
simple, yet efficient device for retaining a plurality
of key holding devices in a spaced relationship,
each of which, however, may be easily and
quickly disengaged therefrom. My invention is
directed to the same general subject matter as
defined in U. S. Patent No. 2,145,477 entitled Key
holder, issued to myself January 31, 1939; U, S.
Patent No. 2,197,217, entitled Key support and
holder therefor, issued. to myself April 16, 1940,
and U, S, Patent No. 2,197,218, entitled Key re~
taining and supporting member, issued to myself
April 16, 1940,

My present invention defines a structure which
may be constructed wholly of stamped or other-
wise formed parts and which may be assembled
very quickly. Although a keyholder to which my
present invention is directed is adapted to be en-
veloped in a flexible cover, said cover plays no
part therein. Said key holder thus comprises a
flat base plate, a retainer adapted to be arranged
in face-to-face relation therewith, and having a
plurality of claw-like fingers arranged so that the
tips thereof are in abutment with said base plate.
The cupping of said fingers defines a'closed cham-
ber in which is housed a resilient latch, and
knob-like ends of the shanks of key hangers may
also be -arranged within said chamber with said
shanks extending through the spaces between
fingers. 'The tips of said fingers are “snipped” off
so as to increase the spacing laterally between
the tips of the fingers. The latch underlies said
enlarged space and when in place tends to pre-

vent the knob-like ends of the shanks of the key :

hangers from bpassing therethru. When said
latch is depressed, however, said knob-like end
can pass therethru, to physically detach a key
hanger from said holder.

Further and other details of my invention are
hereinafter described with reference to the ac-
companying drawing, in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the body of the
key holder showing the fingers arranged as re-
tracted claws;

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the releasable
locking device;

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the plane base
plate;

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a key case, having
a key holder embodying my invention incorpo-
rated therewith, and showing a single key secured
by a key hanger to said key holder;

Fig. 5 is a perspective view showing said key

holder on substantially larger scale with por-
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tions of the releasable locking device shown in
dotted outline to illustrate the arrangement
thereof with respect to the tips of the fingers
forming a part of said retainer; '

Fig. 6 is a perspective view illustrating a modi-
fication of my invention in which a single central
guide is provided for the latching device instead
of guides at each end as the parts are arranged
in the first embodiment thereof; and

Fig. 7 is an elevation of a still further modi-
fication of my invention in which g single cen-
tral guide is secured in an eye formed in the re-
tainer rather than as arranged between the abut-
ting faces of the retainer and the base plate, as
in the first two embodiments. =

A key holder embodying my invention com-
prises a base plate 1, a retainer 2, and a releasable
elongated locking device 3. - These three parts-are
adapted to be arranged in the manner illustrated
in Pig. 5 and secured within a cover 4 by grom-

“mets or rivets 5. It.is common to have a folded
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cover and the extended ends thereof releasably
joined together by a snap fastening 6, the two
halves thereof.being arranged at the extremities
of the cover, as is illustrated in Fig. 4. SN
The base plate is a mere flat piece of metal -
having apertures fa formed therein, as is shown
in Fig. 3. The retainer comprises g body portion
2¢ which is plane and adapted for face-to-face
engagement with base plate i, Fingers 2b are

- joined to said body and are spaced apart by slots
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2c¢. Said retainer resembles a human hand with
the body portion being the palm and the fingers
being joined thereto and retracted, so as to form
within said curved fingers a chamber T, which is
closed by base plate 1. The tips of said fin-
gers are “snipped” off as at 8. The slots 2¢ are
broader at points 8 and define releasing apertures.
Extending through each of said slots is shank
10¢ of a key hanger (8. Said slots are of suf-
ficient width to pass the shank 10a, but to retain
the knob-like end 10b formed on the extremity. of
each of said shanks. That is, the said knob-link’
ends are adapted to be held within the chamber
1, but the key hangers are free to move through
said slot. The locking device 3 is relatively flat
and elongated and extends the full width of the
retainer 2, It is adapted to lie flatwise across the
broadened portion 9 of the slot 2¢. Said broadened
portions are adapted to pass the knob-like ends
of the keyhanger. With the locking device in
place, the shanks are not permitted to move into
said broadened portions 9, and thus the key hang-
ers are held between the said fingers. The lock-
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ing device is resiliently supported by means of a
spring member 11,

Lateral flanges 12 are formed at the extremities
of the locking device 3 and the portions {3 lying
immediately inwardly of said flanges are adapted
to engage notches 14 formed adjacent bases of
the two outermost fingers of the retainer. The
engagement of said portions 13 with notches (4
tends to permit the latch to yield and to com-
press spring membet. i without movmg thé lock-
ing device out of ‘alinement with”the broadened
ends of the slots 2c.

As the parts are arranged, either or both ends
of the locking device may be depressed. If but-

one end is depressed, then the key hangers at
said end alone may be removed and the key

hangers at the other end of the key holder are-

held against inadvertent detachment. If, how-
ever, both ends of said locking devices are de-
pressed, as would follow, if the flanges 12 were
pushed. down simultaneously; then all of the key
hangers could be removed if desired, because the
locking device would be moved out. of engage-

ment with the underside of the fingers along its.

entire. length. Each key hanger is adapted-to
hold-one or . more keys i5. The conformation of
k,ey hangers is unimportant as long as they are
provided with shanks and -enlarged heads. -. .
In Fig. 6 I illustrate a modification of my in-
vention. A key:retainer 15 is adapted to func-
tion-operatively with a locking device i T arranged
substantially in the same manner as heretofore
described in connection with.the embodiment -
lustrated and described.. It differs, however, in

that the locking deviee is provided with a central

stem. or guiding member i8 which -is adapted

~ slidingly  to engage-a groove 18 formed in the
:When the retainer and.

body .of said. retainer. ;
locking . device-are arranged so.that the retainer
is -in -face-to-face . abutment with a base, then

the groove is: closed and the guiding member is-

held . to. rec1procat10n in said groove. The elon~
gated locking device is held in alinement with the

tips of the fingers of said retainer as in the pre-

vious embodiment.. - The ends of said locking de-
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“vice extend beyond the latera] margins:of the re-

tainer, so that said protruding ends may be-en-
gaged to force the:locking device out-of engage-
ment with .the underside of said fingers to:insert
or remove-a key hanger.: :

In Fig. 7 I illustrate a still further modrﬁcatlon
of my invention in.which a retainer is provided
with a.locking device 21, also having a centrally
arranged shank 22. A tongue 23 is formed from
the face or body of the retainer 28 ghd is adapted
to encircle this . central shank . and be., formed
thereabout slidably. to engage the latter. In thls
modification, such retainer and said locking de-
vice are independent of the base plate and the
locking device will be held in position independ-
ently of whether or not a base plate is secured
fo the retainer. :

In each of thesé three embod1m°nts of my in-
vention the key holder comprises three main
members, a base plate, a retainer and g locking
device, for releasably holding a key hanger. "The
hanger normally is held within the spaces be-
tween the retracted fingers and cannot be removed

unless the latch is depressed so that the knob-

like end of the shank of g keyhanger can be
moved into registration with the: enlarged ter-

minal portions of a slot. The base plate in each:

of these modifications is a mere flat fastening
plate joined to the retainer key by a fastening
means for securing all of said parts within a
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I preferably utilize a key hanger, having
a relatively flat head, which must be tipped side-
wise as is shown in Fig. 5, to cause the head to
pass through the enlarged terminal portion of
the slot. This provides a double insurance
against inadvertent disengagement of a key hang-
er from the key holder.

Although I have referred to the retainer and
base plate as separate members removably se-
gured together, 1 wish:it to’be. understood that 1
recognize that said two* pieces could be ‘made of
a single piece of material, bent about the mar-
ginal edge of the base. Said pieces will be in-

- tegral but they will function in the same manner

as separate members do.

I claim: -

1. A key holder, comprising a base plate, a re-
tainer, a releasable elongated locking device, and
a plurality of key hangers, each having a shank
with a head formed thereon, said key hangers be-
ing releasably .engageable with said retainer, said
key rstainer’ defining -cupped key. retaining fin-
gers, said fingers being spaced-apart sufficiently
to:pass the shanks of said hangers but to retain
the. heads formed - thereon, said fingers.being
spaced .apart :greater distances gver: spaced: but:
limited areas to. provide removing apertures for
passing the heads of said key hangers, said logk-.
ing device being . U-shaped in. elevation and ex-
tending lengitudinally through the -cupped por-
tion of said retamer and downwaadly along.the
sides thereof, elastic means for holding said-lock-,
ing .device yleldmgly over - the head Tremoving:
apertures in said retainer, and guides formed in
the marginal edges.of said retainer for receiving
the laterally formed end portmns of said- loek~
ing device for.preventing -displacement thereof
but -accommodating reciprocating meovement
therein to permit said locking device to be moved.
away.from said apertures accommodating disen-.
gagement of a key.holder.therethru. :

2. A key holder, comprising g, base plate, & re-
tainer, g releasable elongated lockmg device, and
a plurahty of key hangers, each hav1ng a shank
with-a head-for med thereon, said key hangers be-~
ing releasably engageable w1th said retainer, said:
key retainer defining cupped key retaining fin- .
gers, said: fingers being spaced apart sufficiently:
to pass the shanks. of said:hangers but to retain
the. heads -formed thereon, said. fingers: being
spaced-apart greater distances over spaced but
limited areas to provide removing apertures for
rassing the heads of said key hangers, said lock-
ing device having a Iaterally projecting end por-
tion and extending longitudinally through the
cupped portion. of said retainer and-downwardly:
along the sides thereof, elastic means for holding
said locking device yieldingly over the head re-
moving apertures in said retainer, and- a.»gu_lde
formed in one marginal edge of said retainer for
receiving the laterally formed end portion of said
locking device for preventing displacement there-
of but accommodating reciprocating movement
therein to permit said locking device to. be moved
away from said apertures accommeodating dis-
engagement of a key holder therethru.

3. A key holder, comprising a base plate, a re-.
tainer, a releasable elongated locking device, and
a plurality of key hangers, each having a shank
with a head formed thereon, said key hangers be-
ing releasably engageable with said retainer; said.
key retainer defining cupped key retaining fin-
gers, said fingers being spaced apart sufficiently
to pass the shanks of said hangers but to retain
the heads formed therecn, said fingers being
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spaced apart greater distances over spaced but
limited areas to provide removing apertures for
passing the heads of said key hangers, said lock-
ing device being U-shaped in elevation and ex-
tending longitudinally thru the cupped portion
of said retainer and downwardly along the sides
thereof, elastic means for holding said locking
device yieldingly over the head removing aper-
tures in said retainer, and guides formed in the

marginal edges of said retainer for receiving the 1¢

6
laterally formed end portions of said locking de-
vices for preventing displacement thereof but ac-
commodating reciprocating movement therein to
permit said locking device to be moved away from
said apertures accommodating disengagement nf
a key holder therethru, said elastic means cea-
trally engaging said locking device to permit
either end to be moved to disengaging position
without disturbing the cther end.
ISAAC GELLER,



