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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR SCHEDULING
TRAVEL ON A CHARTER TRANSPORT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application is a continuation of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 14/330,755, filed Jul. 14, 2014, which is
acontinuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/936,949,
filed Jul. 8, 2013 (and now issued as U.S. Pat. No. 8,781,858),
which is a continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No.
13/486,164, filed Jun. 1, 2012 (and now issued as U.S. Pat.
No. 8,484,047), which is a continuation of U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 12/366,439, filed Feb. 5, 2009 (and now issued
as U.S. Pat. No. 8,200,503), which is a continuation of U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 09/531,956, filed Mar. 21, 2000,
now abandoned. Each of the above-referenced applications is
hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0002] The present invention relates to the field of travel,
and, more particularly, to a system and method for scheduling
travel on a charter transport.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0003] The invention will be more readily understood
through the following detailed description, with reference to
the accompanying drawings, in which:

[0004] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a
system of the present invention; and

[0005] FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a device of the present
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF CERTAIN
INVENTIVE EMBODIMENTS

[0006] There are approximately 800 charter jet operators in
the United States operating under the “Part 135” rules of the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). Part 135 operators
are “on demand” operators that provide non-scheduled char-
ter service. Unlike scheduled operators, the timing of the
flight is at the discretion of the customer.

[0007] There are approximately 4,400 private jet aircraft in
service today. Each year these planes fly an average of 260
flights. A small minority of these planes are corporate jets.
The vast majority of these planes, however, are owned by the
800 “Part 135” charter operators and are chartered by travel-
ers on a per flight-hour basis. Charges vary between a low of
$1,200 an hour of flight time for a small Lear jet with a
capacity of 5 to as much as $8,000 per hour or more for a
larger Challenger with room for at least 10.

[0008] Typically, a traveler on a Part 135 plane charters the
entire plane, rather than a seat on the plane. Thus, for
example, when a traveler charters the plane for a trip from
New York to Chicago for an overnight trip, the plane stays at
the airport and waits for that traveler. Charges for the over-
night stay for the pilots are added. If the traveler is staying
many days or only needs the jet one way, the plane will
typically immediately return to its home base and the cost of
this “empty leg” or “deadhead” trip will be included in the
rate for a one-way rental. It is estimated that there are over
114,000 empty leg flights a year.
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[0009] Today, the air charter industry has little incentive to
fill empty legs, because each empty leg is already paid for by
the person chartering the plane for the flight that creates an
empty leg. For example, if someone needs to fly from Wash-
ington to Atlanta and return on the same day or even the next
day, typically the crew will wait on the ground for the pas-
senger(s) and an extra fee will be added for overnight accom-
modations for the crew. If that person only needs the plane
one way, or if the passenger(s) need to stay for an extended
trip, the plane will return to its base that day. The charter
operator then adds the cost of this return trip to the cost of the
charter. Some charter operators will then attempt to fill this
leg by calling charter operators in the city that the plane is
returning from and ask them if they know of anyone needing
a charter from that city to a city “in-line” and/or intermediate
to the return destination. In most cases the trip will go
unfilled. Ifit is filled, the full rate for the plane is charged and,
typically, a partial credit is issued to the person who originally
chartered the plane.

[0010] One embodiment of the present invention includes
an Internet-based reservation system, that allows charter jet
operators to fill empty legs of charter flights by selling seats
on these legs directly to travelers. A traveler can log onto the
reservation system web site, see the availability of seats on
these jets, and purchase an available seat. The system can
handle the settlement charges and can take a fee for its ser-
vices. Ultimately, by being able to fill the seats on a plane as
opposed to simply chartering the plane, the system can dra-
matically reduce the cost of chartering and increase demand
for private jet travel. Thus, the system has the potential to
drastically increase the utilization of charter jets in the US and
overseas.

[0011] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a
reservation system 1 of the present invention. System 1 can
include one or more traveler information devices 110, one or
more charter operator information device 120, and a reserva-
tion server 130, each connected via a network 140.

[0012] Within system 1, traveler information device 110
can be used by a traveler to interact with a reservation service
at server 130 to, for example, request a passenger accommo-
dation reservation, receive notice of a passenger accommo-
dation and/or reservation, provide payment for a reservation,
provide notice of delays, etc. Charter operator information
device 120 can be used by a charter transport operator and/or
a charter transport service operator to interact with a reserva-
tion service at server 130 to, for example, communicate an
availability of a charter transport, submit bids to fulfill a
passenger accommodation reservation request, receive notice
of'a passenger accommodation reservation, provide notice of
charter run delays, receive notice of passenger delays, receive
payment for a passenger accommodation reservation, etc.

[0013] FIG. 1 also shows, using curved arrows, a method 2
of'the present invention in the form of exemplary information
flows within system 1. During exemplary information flow
10, a traveler can communicate a request for a passenger
accommodation reservation to the reservation service. The
request can include one or more origin-destination-pairs
(e.g., city-pairs, airport-pairs, port-pairs, etc.), as well as
departure dates and times and/or arrival dates and times. Any
arrival time or destination time can be expressed as a specific
time, such as 9:00 AM. Moreover, any arrival time or desti-
nation time can be expressed as a time period, such as
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between 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM. Furthermore, any arrival
time or destination time can be expressed as a time limit, such
as, no earlier than 9:00 AM.

[0014] By way of further example, a traveler can send a
request for two seats on a charter transport that is flying from
Northern Virginia to Hilton Head, S.C. on the morning of Jun.
12, 2000. Additional requests can be received from the same
and/or different travelers.

[0015] During exemplary information flow 20, the reserva-
tion service can receive information from the charter trans-
port service operator regarding the availability of a charter
transport. By way of further example, a charter transport
service operator called RoyalAir can notify the accommoda-
tion reservation service that a Lear having 3 available seats
will be departing Dulles Airport in Northern Virginia on Jun.
12, 2000 at approximately 9:00 AM in route to Jacksonville,
Fla.

[0016] After comparing the outstanding requests with the
availability information, and detecting a match according to a
match criteria, during exemplary information flow 30 the
reservation service can communicate a notification to the
traveler of the availability of two seats (on the Lear) corre-
sponding to the traveler’s request and offering to reserve
those seats for the traveler and his/her companion.

[0017] During exemplary information flow 40, the traveler
can accept the seat reservations and provide payment for the
reservations. During exemplary information flow 50, the res-
ervation service can notify RoyalAir of the reservation and
information regarding the passengers holding the seat reser-
vations. During exemplary information flow 60, RoyalAir
can notify the reservation service regarding various issues
related to the flight from Dulles to Jacksonville by way of
Hilton Head, such as, for example, delays in departure, a
possibility of departing earlier than the scheduled 9:00 AM
time, changes in menu and/or drink choices, a substitution of
aircraft, etc. During exemplary information flow 70, the res-
ervation service can relay these issues to the traveler, and/or
can provide a receipt for the earlier payment. During exem-
plary information flow 80, the reservation service can provide
payment to Royal Air.

[0018] One of ordinary skill in the art can implement
method 2 via system 1 utilizing any of a wide variety of
well-known architectures, hardware, protocols, and/or soft-
ware. Thus, the following description of system 1 can be
viewed as illustrative, and should not be construed to limit the
implementation of method 2.

[0019] Forexample, traveler information device 110 and/or
charter operator information device 120 can be embodied as
a land-line or wireless telephone, facsimile, personal com-
puter, personal information manager, personal digital assis-
tant, handheld computer, data terminal, and/or other similar
device.

[0020] Eachtraveler information device 110, charter opera-
tor information device 120, and server 130 can be considered
a processing device. FIG. 2 shows an exemplary processing
device 210 that can, via its instructions, be adapted to provide
the functions of traveler information device 110, charter
operator information device 120, or server 130. Processing
device 210 can include one or more processors 212, one or
more memories 214 containing instructions 216, one or more
input/output (I/0) devices 218, and one or more network
interfaces 219.

[0021] In one embodiment, each processor 212 can be a
general purpose microprocessor, such a the Pentium series
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microprocessor manufactured by the Intel Corporation of
Santa Clara, Calif. In another embodiment, processor 212 can
be an Application Specific Integrated Circuit (ASIC) which
has been designed to implement in its hardware and/or firm-
ware at least a part of a method in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

[0022] Each memory 214 can be coupled, directly or indi-
rectly, to processor 212 and can store instructions 216 adapted
to be executed by processor 212. Memory 214 can be any
device capable of storing analog or digital information, such
as a hard disk, Random Access Memory (RAM), Read Only
Memory (ROM), flash memory, a compact disk, a magnetic
tape, a floppy disk, and any combination thereof.

[0023] Input/output (I/O) device 218 can be an audio and/or
visual device, including, for example, a monitor, display,
keyboard, keypad, touch-pad, pointing device, microphone,
speaker, video camera, camera, scanner, printer, and/or port
to which an I/O device can be attached or connected.

[0024] Network 140 can electronically link physically dis-
tant traveler information devices 110, charter operator infor-
mation devices 120, and servers 130 so that information can
be transmitted and/or exchanged there between. Network 140
can have any architecture, including a direct connection, a
local area network, a wide area network such as the public
switched telephone network and/or the Internet, and/or a
combination thereof. Network 140 can be a packet-switched,
a circuit-switched, a connectionless, or connection-oriented
network or interconnected networks, or any combination
thereof. Network 140 can be oriented toward voice, data, or
voice and data communications. Moreover, a transmission
media of network 140 can take any form, including wireline,
satellite, wireless, or a combination thereof.

[0025] The software of system 1 can take any of numerous
forms that are well-known in the art. For example, server 130
can include and/or be coupled to one or more databases hav-
ing a flat file or a relational organization, and a centralized or
distributed architecture. For instance, those of skill in the art
can tailor products such as an SQL database to provide the
functionality of method 2 and system 1. Moreover, tools such
as HTML, XML, XSL, and WAP can be utilized for commu-
nications between device 110, device 120, and server 130.
Additionally, system 1 can utilize platform-independent and
network-centric software such as Java or JavaScript, thereby
potentially eliminating the need for server 130. System 1 can
also include a Geographical Information System (GIS) within
or coupled to server 130. Such systems are typically capable
of understanding the spatial relationship of various locations
and of tracking the movement of entities across such loca-
tions.

[0026] There are substantial advantages of the methods and
systems of the present invention over the known methods and
systems. For example, embodiments of the present invention
can allow charter operators to hold their empty leg availability
out to a much broader audience and increase their chances of
filling these empty legs. Within the audience, there are a large
audience of executive travelers that would like the opportu-
nity to fly in a private jet versus the standard commercial
flight. Typically, these travelers are flying on full fare coach,
refundable tickets and are making adjustments to their sched-
ules at the last minute. With system 1, travelers can check
availability of seats on charter flights through the Internet and
book a seat on a flight.

[0027] Once they book the seat, travelers can be given all
necessary information required by the FAA, such as tail num-
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ber, certificate information, etc. as well instructions on where
and when to meet their flight. They can also be given a number
to call if they are running late. In one embodiment, once they
arrive at the terminal, they will only have to present identifi-
cation. All tickets can be electronic. As with all charter flights,
the plane crew can be responsible for assuring the correct
identification is presented and that people are briefed on the
safety issues for that aircraft. For each flight there can be an
estimated departure time, typically a one-hour window.
Unlike commercial flights, however, the plane has some flex-
ibility as to when to leave and can wait for passengers if they
are running late, or can leave early if all the passengers have
arrived.

[0028] If demand for these seats outstrips supply, the res-
ervation service can become a virtual airline booking charter
flights through its existing charter transport operator partners
to fill this demand. If existing partners cannot meet this
demand, the reservation service can also purchase its own
planes to fill seat demand between high volume origin-desti-
nation-pairs.

[0029] System 1 can operate as an 800 number service
and/or a web site. If operated as a web site, system 1 can have
two major components, an interface for charter transport
operators and an interface for travelers. The transport opera-
tor interface can provide screens to allow charter operators to
post empty leg availability of their jets and some turbo prop
trips on planes such as a King Air. This interface can also
allow them to maintain a calendar presentation of their overall
flight schedules. This tool can make it easier for charter opera-
tors to post their schedule and track their overall inventory of
flights.

[0030] The traveler interface can allow travelers to post
passenger accommodation reservation requests identifying
the constraints associated with their travel, such as for
example, the origin-destination-pairs desired, the days and
approximate times of travel between each origin-destination-
pair, the type of plane desired, meal and/or drink preferences,
smoking preferences, etc.

[0031] Requests can be of several forms. For example, a
request can be a committed request, wherein if a flight is
found that corresponds to the traveler’s request, a reservation
is automatically made. In this situation, the server can also
automatically charge the passenger for the booked reserva-
tion. A request can also be a notification request, wherein the
server notifies the traveler of the availability of a flight meet-
ing some or all of the constraints identified in the traveler’s
request. This notification (and all notifications described
herein) can occur via any known method, including tele-
phone, fax, pager, e-mail, and/or push technology to the trav-
eler’s browser.

[0032] Another form ofrequest is a standing request, which
would typically be placed by a traveler who travels frequently
between a particular origin-destination-pair, such that any
available seat corresponding to that origin-destination-pair
would generally be of moderate to high interest to that trav-
eler. For example, an entrepreneur who frequently travels
between Memphis and Washington, D.C., and who has per-
manent lodging accommodations at both locations, may be
ableto adjust his or her business schedule to take advantage of
many of the charter flights that arise between those locations
having available seats. In this example, the server could auto-
matically notify the traveler regardless of the date and time
period of the flight.
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[0033] Requests can be received in any of several manners.
A request can be received directly from a traveler. Also, a
request can be received from an agent of the traveler, such as,
for example, a travel partner of the traveler, a family member
of'the traveler, a secretary of a traveler, a travel planner of the
traveler, etc. Moreover, a request can be received from a
commercial reservation system, such as, for example, the
SABRE system.

[0034] Similarly, travelers can be notified of available seats
in any of several manners. The traveler can be directly notified
of the available seat. Also, a notification can be sent to an
agent of the traveler, such as, for example, a travel partner of
the traveler, a family member of the traveler, a secretary of a
traveler, a travel planner of the traveler, etc. Moreover, a
notification can be sent to a commercial reservation system,
such as, for example, the SABRE system.

[0035] System 1 can learn of available seats in several
manners. In one embodiment, each participating charter
operator can initially provide server 130 with a list of charter
transports (e.g., airplanes, helicopters, limousines, yachts,
sailboats, etc.) controlled and/or managed by that operator.
For each transport, this list can include information regarding
the transport, including, for example, the transport’s identi-
fication number, its seating capacity, its travel capabilities,
maintenance records, license information, etc. The reserva-
tion server can store this transport information in a database.
In one embodiment, the reservation service can also store in
the database relevant information regarding the transport,
such as, for example any inspection ratings and/or scores for
the transport, traveler satisfaction ratings for the transport,
complaints regarding the transport, etc.

[0036] Then, as empty legs become known to a charter
operator, that charter operator can communicate to the reser-
vation server the identification of the charter transport and its
availability (e.g., the dates and times it is available for use).
Thus, once a reservation request is received, the server can
check its database for the available inventory of flights and
seats and see whether there is a match or not.

[0037] Alternatively, a traveler can provide a passenger
accommodation reservation request (e.g., a seat reservation
request) to the reservation server, and the server can automati-
cally seek bids to fulfill the seat request from a plurality of
participating charter operators. In one embodiment, the
server can select the lowest bid and provide it to the traveler.
In another embodiment, the server can provide any and/or all
received bids to the traveler. The traveler can accept any
received bid and communicate this selection to the server,
which can provide notification to the corresponding charter
operator.

[0038] In either case, system 1 can automatically identify
one or more charter transports having an available passenger
accommodation. A transport can be automatically identified
when it is identified without substantial human involvement.
For example, in one embodiment, a transport can be identified
fully-automatically, wherein there is no human involvement.
In another exemplary embodiment, a transport can be identi-
fied quasi-automatically, wherein the only human involve-
ment is that needed to initiate a process by which a transport
is identified. In yet another exemplary embodiment, a trans-
port can be identified semi-automatically, wherein a list of
transports is identified and communicated to a human and the
human selects the identification of the transport best meeting
the reservation request by, for example, selecting the trans-
port and clicking an “Approved” button on a computer screen.
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[0039] Travelers can reserve a seat by providing payment
information, such as credit card information. Moreover,
either when placing a request or when reserving a seat, a
traveler can register with the accommodation reservation sys-
tem. The registration information can include all necessary
information about the traveler such as, for example, name,
addresses, phone numbers, emergency contacts, etc. Both the
payment information and the registration information can be
stored by the system, thereby eliminating the need for the
traveler to again provide it. Moreover, with this information
stored, the traveler can accept and pay for a seat with a single
action, such as, for example, by clicking on an “Accept Seat”
button.

[0040] Once a traveler books a seat, they can be given all
necessary information, such as seat number, transport num-
ber, tail number, contact information, etc., as well instructions
on where and when to meet their flight. The passenger can
also be given a number to call if they are running late. In one
embodiment, once the passenger arrives at the terminal, they
will only have to present identification. All tickets can be
electronic. As with all charter flights, the pilots can be respon-
sible for assuring the correct identification is presented and
that people are briefed on the safety issues for that aircraft.
For each flight there can be an estimated departure time,
typically a one-hour window. As soon as all travelers arrive,
the plane can depart. Unlike commercial flights, the plane has
some flexibility as to when to leave and can wait for passen-
gers if they are running late, or can leave early if all the
passengers have arrived.

[0041] Travelers can be offered the opportunity to set up a
premium service where they input their frequent city pairs
and request notification via phone, fax, e-mail, push technol-
ogy to the traveler’s web page, or pager when system 1 has an
empty leg available for that origin-destination-pair.

[0042] The reservation service can establish a relationship
with an on-line travel provider to fill any unfilled travel
requests. When requests result in a one-way that needs to be
filled, intelligence can be built into system 1 to either offer to
fill this through a traditional carrier, offer this sale to charter
operators, or to fill this request by matching it with others to
fill a plane and create a new charter managed by the reserva-
tion service.

[0043] Thereservationservice can setup a frequent traveler
program that can allow travelers to earn free trips as they
accumulate points. The reservation service can attempt to
extend these benefits to existing frequent traveler programs
with each airline. The reservation service can also extend this
service to American Express customers for Membership Mile
members to accumulate points that can be used on other
airlines through American Express’s existing program.

[0044] The architecture for system 1 can begin simply and
evolve as demand grows. Initially, system 1 can seek to only
complete reservations for exact matches of origin and desti-
nation points of travelers that match exactly those for the
empty legs entered. This would mean that a flight from New
York to Chicago would be matched by a filling an empty leg
from Teterboro to Midway, but not a flight from Teterboro to
Los Angeles via Midway. Little logic could be required and
demand exactly matches supply. This can narrow exact
matches, though.

[0045] In a second phase, system 1 could allow for a lot
more flexibility for both travelers and charter operators. Here
system 1 could match traveler requirements with flight paths
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and routing to optimize the request for all travelers. There can
be four main variables utilized in this matching:

[0046] 1. The geographic location of the plane at any given
point;

[0047] 2. The time that a flight occurs;

[0048] 3. The price paid for a flight; and

[0049] 4. The cost of a flight.

[0050] Each one of these variables can be subject to varia-

tion for a given flight, although system 1 can restrict the
fluctuation. For example, system 1 can establish a fixed price
for all flights up to a certain mileage or certain operators may
require that their planes leave for their home base within a
predetermined time of their arrival at a given destination. In
addition, there can be economic limits that determine limits
for each variable. For example, for any given flight there can
be a minimum charge for a passenger needed to recover the
cost of carrying that passenger.

[0051] Not all of these limits need be hard, and they can all
be co-dependent. For example, a potential passenger may be
willing to pay more for a flight from an airport that is 30
minutes from their house than for one that is an hour’s drive
away. The same passenger, however, may be willing to drive
the extra distance in order to leave 30 minutes earlier. Thus,
system 1 can allow a passenger to search for a flight from a
given location at a given time and see in return results for
inexact matches.

[0052] To determine how to make the matches, consider
first the problem of matching only the start or end-point of any
given flight. In this case, the variable ranges can be repre-
sented as an n-space, with matches of individual combina-
tions represented as shapes within this n-space.

[0053] The ranges of each set of variables may not be
symmetric and there may be more than three sets of variables
(for example number of travelers may be yet another dimen-
sion). In any case each variable can be continuous within each
range and a function can be defined representing the range of
possible values for each variable. This function can have a
maximum at the most desirable point within each range. The
intersection of the maxima for all variables can give the
optimal combination for any one set of possible combina-
tions. This intersection can be thought of as a “center” for
each set. It is possible that there may be multiple maxima for
a given set of combinations, but for the problem at hand such
cases can be decomposed into multiple instances each having
a single maxima. For example, someone willing to fly for one
price in the morning and a different price in the afternoon can
be treated as two separate purchasers. Thus, the process of
matching seller and buyer can be a case of finding the closest
matches to the center for each set.

[0054] The entire problem set can be represented by a com-
bination of the origination and destination into a single entity
known as a route. In a market with a high number of buyers or
sellers this might give satisfactory results. Initially, however,
this may not provide enough matches. In particular, system 1
may fail to find routes that could otherwise be successfully
broken into two or more pieces thus matching multiple
requests. Thus, a given flight can be treated as a linked list
representing all possible routes within a given geographic
area and a given time span. Matching can then begin by
matching flight origination together as a best match described
above. If the destination falls within the range of possible
destinations for the flight the possibility is retained for further
investigation. If a set of exact origination and destination
matches can be made then no further work is needed. If the
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destination is not the flight’s final destination then a new
origination can be created and can be used to possibly match
other requested flights. Similarly, matches can be made
against destination and used to generation possible origins.
[0055] The process of generating and matching new origins
and destinations is the classic “traveling salesman” problem,
which is known to be NP complete. This means that as the
number of possible endpoints grows as the number of pos-
sible solutions grows non-linearly and the best solution can-
not necessarily be found within a given finite time frame.
[0056] There are several approaches for finding close
approximate solutions to the traveling salesman problem. In
particular, Monte Carlo and genetic algorithms may be appli-
cable as well as applying neural networks. In the worst case,
generating anything approaching near time matches to Web
requests could require extensive hardware and still provide
only affirmative matches for exact matches. As a result, the
process of matching flights and requests can be treated as an
hour long process with e-mails generated thereafter to the
travelers telling them of the results for a given request. Alter-
natively, the process of matching flights and requests can be
treated as an ongoing process which ends a predetermined
time prior to departure.

[0057] Collection and presentation of the results can be
through Web browsers, thus the de-facto standards of the Web
can determine the architecture of system 1. Moreover, system
1 can separate its presentation logic from its business logic.
Thus, a multi-tiered system with browsers, application serv-
ers, and database servers can be utilized.

[0058] Architecturally, in order to capture its main vari-
ables, system 1 can consider four main entities:

[0059] 1. Travelers;

[0060] 2. Carriers;

[0061] 3. Routes;

[0062] 4. Accounts.

[0063] A traveler can become a passenger when a passen-

ger accommodation (e.g., a seat, cabin, bunk, etc.) reservation
is booked in their name. Carriers can operate one or more
forms of transportation. That is, system 1 is not necessarily
limited to jets. Instead, system 1 can be utilized for reserving
passenger accommodations on helicopters, yachts, sailboats,
and even limousines. Routes can be determined by the capa-
bilities of the forms of transportation in use. Accounts can
track the costs and payments.

[0064] Some of the basic relationships and sub-entities of
these entities can be as follows:

[0065] Travelers can book reservations for passenger
accommodations;

[0066] Carriers can operate transports;

[0067] Transports can travel certain routes;

[0068] Routes can have costs associated with them;
[0069] Transports can have operating costs associated with
them;

[0070] Travelers can book certain routes.

[0071] Routes can have an origination and a destination

(origin-destination-pair);

[0072] Routes can be traversed in a certain time period;
[0073] Travelers and passengers can have arrival and depar-
ture times.

[0074] Based on these conceptual requirements, a combi-

nation of exact and fuzzy logic can be used to match travelers
to routes. Both forms of logic can be handled by a fuzzy logic
application since exact matches can be coded as discrete
values (instead of ranges) within such an application.
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[0075] As described above, embodiments of the present
invention can provide a method for scheduling travel on a
charter transport. The method can include obtaining from a
traveler a passenger accommodation request identifying an
origin-destination-pair. The method can also include auto-
matically identifying one or more charter transports having
an available passenger accommodation. Moreover, the
method can include notifying the traveler of the available
passenger accommodation.
[0076] Still other advantages of the present invention will
become readily apparent to those skilled in this art from the
above-recited detailed description. Accordingly, the draw-
ings and descriptions are to be regarded as illustrative in
nature, and not as restrictive.
What is claimed is:
1. An apparatus comprising one or more processors and a
memory, the memory storing computer instructions which,
when executed by the one or more processors, cause the
apparatus to:
receive, via an on-line service, from a prospective passen-
ger, a request identifying one or more of a departure
location, a destination and a departure time constraint;

receive information associated with reservations of one or
more private charter flights, the information indicative
of one or more of: an aircraft specification, a departure
location, a destination, and a departure time constraint;

determine whether at least one of the reservations of one or
more private charter flights correlates with the received
request;

notify the prospective passenger with availability informa-

tion associated with the at least one reservation correlat-
ing with the received request;

receive, from the prospective passenger, via the on-line

service, a reservation request identifying one or more
seats on a flight corresponding to the at least one reser-
vation correlating with the received request; and

cause the identified one or more seats to be reserved for the

prospective passenger.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the availability infor-
mation comprises a cost per seat.

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the apparatus is con-
figured to adjust the cost per seat in dependence on the num-
ber of seats reserved on a given flight.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the request is received
prior to the receiving of at least a part of the information
associated with reservations of one or more private charter
flights.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the request identifies
amaximum price, and wherein the apparatus is configured to:

identify a cost per seat in dependence on the number of

seats reserved on a given flight; and

notify the prospective passenger if the cost per seat is below

the maximum price identified in the request.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the apparatus is con-
figured to:

identify a modification to the reservations of one or more

private charter flight; and

notify the prospective passenger.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the apparatus is con-
figured to notify the passengers of one or more of:

a final flight schedule for an aircraft;

a time and place of departure; and

a number of passengers.
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8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the apparatus is con-
figured to:
select a plurality of requests; and
cause a private charter flight to be reserved such that any
empty leg flights and/or shared ride flights associated
with the said charter flight correspond to the plurality of
requests.
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