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This invention relates to drapery. or curtain rod fix-
tures and particularly to cafe type traverse rod fixtures.

Cafe type curtain rods have heretofore been. provided
in which the curtain or drapery panel is supported: on
rings which are slidable along the rod. However, the
rings are in direct rubbing contact with the rod and tend
to-wear or scratch the rod surface and damage the ap-
pearance of the same.

An important object of this invention is to provide a
drapery. rod fixture of the cafe type wherein the decora-
tive ring members are supported for movement along the
rod but out of rubbing contact therewith, to prevent wear-
ing or scratching of the surface finish on the rod.

Another object of this invention is to provide a cafe
type drapery fixture in which the decorative ring mem-
bers are shaped to pass over. intermediate drapery rod
support. brackets. Yet another object of this invention
is to provide a drapery rod fixture wherein the drapery
is. supported .by slide assemblies mounted in a trackway
on the rod and decorative ring members are constructed
and arranged so as to enable attachment and removal of
the ring members from the slide assemblies while the slide
assemblies are mounted on the rod, to thereby enable use
of the rod fixture with or without the decorative ring
members.

Still another object of this invention is to provide
traverse rod of the type having a trackway and slide but-
tons mounted in the trackway for movement therealong,
in which the drapery panels are supported by pendants
swivelly attached to the slide buttons for free swinging
movement, and wherein decorative ring members are
mounted on the slide buttons in a manner to maintain
the ring members in an upright position substantially
perpendicular to the rod at all times.

Other objects of this invention are to provide decora-
tive: ring members for use on a cafe type: traverse rod
which can be interchangeably used on the master and
auxiliary slides and which can be readily attached and
detached from the respective slides without the use of
special tools.

These, together with various ancillary objects and ad-
vantages of this invention will be more readily appreciated
as the same becomes understood by reference to the fol-
lowing detailed description when taken in connection with
the accompanying drawings wherein:

FIG. 1is a perspective view of a cafe type traverse rod
constructed in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a transverse sectional view through the
traverse rod and illustrating the manner in which the ring
members are mounted on the auxiliary slide assemblies;

FIGS. 3 and 4 are transverse sectional views through
the traverse rod and illustrating the manner in which the
ring members are assembled and removed from the slide
assemblies;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of one of the decorative
ring members;

FIG. 6 is a front view of a portion of the drapery fix-
ture with the drapery rod shown in phantom and with
parts broken away and shown in section to illustrate de-
tails of construction;

FIG. 7 is a fragmentary perspective of one of the master
slides illustrating the manner in which the decorative ring
member is detachably mounted thereon;
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FIG. 8 is a rear elevational view of one of the auxiliary
slide assemblies; .

FIG. 9 is a plan view of one of the auxiliary slide-as-
semblies with the decorative ring member removed;

FIG. 10 is a fragmentary exploded perspective: view
illustrating a modified arrangement for detachably mount-
ing the ring members on the slide assemblies; and

FIG. 11 is a transverse sectional view through a modi-
fied form of drapery rod and slide assembly.

The drapery fixture of the present invention includes
an elongated rod 15 which is adapted to be mounted as
by conventional support brackets. 16 .on a supporting sur-
face adjacent.a window opening. The Tod is of the trans-
verse type and is formed with a generally C-shaped cross-
section. . In the embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 1-10,
the front wall 17 of the rod is rounded to simulate the
appearance of a round cafe rod and the rear wall 18 is
flattened and is formed with a longitudinally extending
slot 19 therein to define a trackway at the rear side of
the rod. Master slide assemblies designated generally by
the numeral 21 and a plurality of auxiliary slide- assem-
blies designated generally by the numeral 22: are mounted -
on the rod for movement therealong and.a traverse
mechanism, including pulley: assemblies 23 and 24
mounted adjacent opposite. ends. of the rods- and. a
traverse cord 25, are provided-for moving the- master
slide assembly along the rod. One or more intermediate
support brackets designated 26 may be provided for long
rods to support the latter intermediately their ends.  As
shown, the infermediate support brackets have a rod
clamping. portion 27 and a.mounting. portion: 28. which
extends rearwardly from the rod adjacent its upper -end;
As-is conventional, one edge of .a drapery. panel is sup-
ported on each master slide: while intermediate portions
of the drapery panel are supported on the auxiliary slides
by suitable drapery pins, so that the auxiliary slides. move
along the rod with the master slide as the latter is extended
and retracted by the traverse mechanism.

The master slide assemblies 21. are supported on the
trackway by a pair of slide buttons-31 and:the auxiliary
slide assemblies 22 are similarly supported on the tracks
way by slide buttons 32, The slide buttons 31-and- 32
are respectively formed with: grooves or channels- 33 and
34 in the top and bottom sides thereof which slidably en-
gage the edges of the C-shaped rod along opposite sides-of
the slot 19 therein, and the slide buttons-are preferably
elongated “as clearly. shown in the drawings, to - prevent
turning of the slide buttons-in the trackway.

The master slides'21 each include an"elongated slide
body 35 which is attached to a spaced pair of slide buttons
31.. The slide bodies each include a conventional drapery
cord lock, such as 36 for non-slidably attaching the master
slides to the traverse cord 25, and spaced pendant- por-
tions 37 which extend downwardly from the slide- body
at- the rear side of the trackway. A drapery support
means, such as the drapery overlap- and underlap arms
designated 38« and 385 is provided on the lower end of
the pendant portions 37 on each'slide body, and each
arm is formed with sunitable ‘openings 39-for receiving the
conventional drapery hooks by which the drapery panels
are attached to the master slides. The auxiliary slides
22 each have a slide pendant 41 mounted  thereon and
which extends downwardly at the rear side of the rod to
a point below the rod and has an opening 42 for receiving

- the conventional drapery hook.

70

In accordance with the present invention; provision is
made for mounting decorative ring members designated
generally by the numeral 45 on the master and auxiliary
slide assemblies 21 and 22 and in such a manner-as to
maintain the ring members in a plane substantially per-
pendicular to the rod and out of rubbing contact there-
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with to prevent wear and scratching of the rod surface.
The auxiliary slide pendants 41 are each attached io the
respective slide buiton 32 by means of a rivet 46 which
extends through an opening 47 in the pendant, and
through an opening 48 in the slide body 31, to permit
free swinging movement of the pendant relative to the
slide body about an axis perpendicular to the trackway.
The pendants are thus free to swing with the drapery
panels and provision is made for non-rotatably mounting
the decorative ring members 45 on the slide bodies at a
point intermediate the pendants 41 and the rear side of the
rod. As best shown in FIG. 9, the slide buttons 32 are
formed with the oppositely facing grooves 51 which de-
fine a generally T-shaped guideway at the rear side of
the button and which gnideway extends perpendicular to
the channels 34. As shown, the decorative ring members
45 have a generally C-shaped configuration, defining an
internal opening substantially larger than the cross-section
of the rod 15, and the ring members have a mounting
portion 53 at one end, which mounting portion termi-
nates in spaced relation to the other end 54 of the ring
member. The ring members shown are formed of sheet
metal which is shaped to provide an arched cross-section
to simulate the appearance of conventional cafe type
rings, and the mounting portion 53 of the ring members
is flattened and terminates in spaced prongs §5. The ring
members may also be formed of other materials such as
plastic, if desired. The prongs are spaced apart a dis-
tance to span the neck of the 2-shaped guide between the
grooves 51, to thereby constrain the ring members against
turning relative to the slide buttons, and the prongs 55
are advantageously longitudinally curved sufficient to pro-
vide a snug fit between the T-shaped guideways and the
slide button, as best shown in FIG. 2. Nibs 56 are
formed on the ends of the prongs and adapted to overlie
the slide button as best shown in FIG.-2, to releasably
clamp the ring members on the slide buttons. A stop
shoulder 58 is formed on the mounting portion 53 of the
ring member adjacent the lower ends of the prongs 55
and is arranged to engage the underside of the slide but-
ton, when the nibs 56 snap over the top of the slide button,
to thereby locate the ring members.

The ring members 45 can thus be attached and detached
from the slide buttons and, advantageously, the ring mem-
bers are shaped and arranged so as to enable assembly
and disassembly of the ring members from the slide as-
semblies while the slide assemblies are mounted on the
rod, to enable use of the traverse rod with or without the
decorative ring members. As best shown in FIG, 4, the
tip of the prongs 55 is spaced from the other end 54 of
the ring member a distance somewhat greater than the
space between one edge of the trackway 19 and the outer
periphery of the rod so that the ring members can be
moved into encircling relation to the rod at a point inter-
mediate of the ends of the latter. Thus, the ring mem-
bers can be assembled on the vod by first positioning the
ring member as shown in solid lines in FIG. 4 and then
projecting the prongs into the rod while turning the ring
member in a counter-clockwise direction as indicated by
the arrows in FIG. 4, until the mounting portion 53
reaches a substantially upright position. The ring mem-
bers can then be assembled onto the slide buttons by
positioning the prongs as shown in FIG. 3 and then
pressing the mounting portion upwardly while simultane-
ously turning the ring member slightly in a clockwise di-
rection to insert the prongs into the guideway formed by
the grooves 51. The ring member can be readily removed
by pressing the nibs 56 rearwardly and simultaneously
withdrawing the prongs from: the guideway. With this
arrangement, the decorative ring members can be at-
tached or removed from the slides while the rod is mount-
ed on a supporting surface and without requiring disas-
sembly of the slides from the rod. When the ring mem-
bers are mounted on the slide buftons, they are main-
tained thereby in spaced relation to the rod, as is clearly
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shown in FIG. 2, to prevent rubbing of the ring members
against the surface of the rod. In addition, the ring mem-
bers are firmly maintained in a plane substantially per-
pendicular to the rod while the pendant 41 is free to
swing in a plane lengthwise of the rod.. Since the ring
members are open at the rear side of the rod, the ring
members can pass over the intermediate support brackets
such as 24, as the ring members move along the rod.

The ring members 45 are also advantageously arranged
to be detachably mounted on the master slides 21. As
best shown in FIG. 7, the slide buttons 31 are attached
to the master slide bodies 35 by rivets 62 which extend
through openings 62 and 63 in the slide button and slide
body respectively. A vertically extending guideway is
formed between each slide button 31 and the master
slide body and, as shown, the slide body is formed with
spaced vertically extending ribs 64 which engage the

_rear side of the slide buttons 31 to space the button from

the slide body. Projections 65 are formed on the ribs
intermediate their ends and are engageable with recesses
66 in the slide buttons to constrain the buttons against
turning relative to the slide body. The ribs 64 are spaced
apart a distance to snugly receive the prongs 55 therebe-
tween to thereby hold the ring members in an upright
position relative to the slide bedies, and the ribs 64 are
arranged to space the buttons from the body a distance
slightly less than the arch of the resilient prongs 55 so
that the nibs 56 on the prongs snap over the top of the
buiton when the prongs are inserted between the ribs. A
stop €8 is formed on the slide body and engages the stop
face 58 on the mounting portion of the ring members to
position the latter.

A ‘modified arrangement for detachably mounting the
decorative ring members on the auxiliary slide buttons
is_ shown in FIG. 10. 1In this form, the slide buttons
designated 32’ are formed with the aforedescribed chan-
nels 34’ to slidably support the buttons on the trackway.
As shown, the drapery pendant 41" is fastened to the slide
button . by a shouldered rivet 46’. The shouldered rivet
has a reduced end portion 76 adapted to extend into an
opening 48’ in the slide button; an enlarged intermediate
portion 7%, and a second reduced portion 72 adapted to
extend through an opening 47’ in the pendant. The rivet
is riveted over at opposite ends after assembly and the
pendant is thus swivelly supported by the rivet for move-
ment relative to the slide button, and in spaced relation
to the rear side of the slide button. A ring member 45
having the same general shape as the ring 45 previously
described, is formed with prongs 55’ adapted to span the
enlarged intermediate portion of the rivet, and oppositely
facing nibs 56’ are provided on the prongs to releasably
secure the ring member thereto. A stop 58’ is formed
on the ring member and arranged to engage the under-
side of the slide button 32’ to prevent swinging of the
ring member relative to the slide button. The slide
assembly and ring member of FIG. 10 is otherwise the
same as that previously described, and further detailed

~ description is deemed unnecessary.
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A further modified drapery fixture is illustrated in FIG.
11. In this emmbodiment, the drapery rod designated 15" is
formed with a generally round cross-section to simulate a
conventional cafe type rod. The rod has a flattened top
wall 18" formed with a longitudinally slot 19" therein to
define a trackway. Slide buttons 32" are slidably mounted
in the trackway and may conveniently be of the type illus-
trated in connection with FIGS. 1-9. As previously de-
scribed, the slide button has opposed channels 34" therein
for slidably receiving the side edges of ths rod, and op-
posed grooves 517 laterally offset from the channels, and
extending transverse thereto. The decorative ring mem-
ber designated 45’ has spaced prongs 55’/ thereon detach-
ably received in the greoves, in the manner previously de-
scribed. The ring member extends downwardly from the
slide button around the front face of the rod and below the
underside thereof, as is clearly shown in FIG. 11. A drap-
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ery pin support eyelet 42" is attached to the ring member
at the underside of the rod for supporting the conventional
drapery pin. With this arrangement, the decorative ring
member is open at the rear side thereof so that it can
readily pass over intermediate support brackets designated
26”". As shown, the intermediate support bracket has a
saddle portion 27" which underlies the rod and a mount-
ing portion 28" which extends laterally from the saddle
portion adjacent the upper rear side of the rod, for attach-
ing the rod to a support surface. As in the preceding em-
bodiments, the end 54" of each ‘decorative ring member is
spaced from the prongs 55’ a distance at least sufficient to
enable assembly and disassembly of the ring members
from the slide buttons, when the latter are mounted on the
rod.

From the foregoing it is deemed apparent that the deco-
rative ring members are supported on the respective slide
assemblies for movement therewith and in such a manner
as to maintain the ring members out of rubbing contact
with the rod to prevent wear and scratching of the rod
surface. In addition, in the embodiment shown in FIGS:
1-10; the auxiliary slide pendants are supported for free
swinging movement relative to the slide buttons while the
decorative ring members are maintained in an upright posi-
tion at all times. The decorative ring members are ad-
vantageously open at the rear side thereof to permit the
ring members to pass over intermediate support brackets,
as is clearly shown in FIGS. 2 and 11. In addition, the
ring members are shaped so as to emable attachment and
removal of the ring members from the slide and from the
track, when the rod is mounted on a support surface, to
thereby enable the fixture to be used with or without the
decorative ring members, as-desired.

We claim:

1. A drapery slide for use in a drapery rod having a
longitudinally extending trackway comprising, a slide body
having opposed track receiving grooves in opposite sides
adapted for slidable reception in a trackway, said body
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having an outer face laterally offset from a plane.through

said track receiving grooves, a drapery support pendant,
means mounting said pendant on said outer face of said
slide body for swinging movement about an axis trans-
verse to said outer face, said body having an ornament
mounting guideway disposed generally parallel to said
outer face and located intermediate said track receiving
grooves and said outer face and extending in a direction
transverse to the lengthwise axis of said track receiving
grooves, and a decorative member having mounting por-
tion ‘detachably insertable into said ornament mounting
guideway for attachment and removal of the decorative
member from the slide body while the pendant remains at-
tached to the slide body, said decorative members having a
decorative portion extending from said mounting portion
and adapted to extend at least part way around a rod. -
2. A drapery slide for use in a drapery rod having a
longitudinally extending trackway comprising, a slide body
having opposed track receiving grooves in opposite sides
for slidable reception in a trackway, said body having an
outer face laterally offset from a plane through said track
receiving grooves, a drapery support pendant, fastener
means mounting said pendant on said outer face of the
body for pivotal movement about an axis transverse to
said outer face said body having a pair of opposed orna-
ment mounting grooves in opposite ends disposed generally
parallel to said outer face and located intermediate said
track receiving grooves and said outer face of the slide
body and extending in a direction transverse to the length-
wise axis of said track receiving grooves, and a decorative
member having a mounting portion with a pair of prongs
spaced apart and detachably received in said ornament
mounting grooves for attachment and removal of the deco-
rative member from theslide body while the pendant re-
mains aitached to the slide body, said decorative members
having a decorative portion extending from said mounting
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portion and adapted-to extend
rod.

3. A curtain or drapery rod fixture comprising, an elon-
gated rod having a longitudinally extending slot defining
a trackway, a plurality of drapery slides each including a
slide body having opposed track receiving. grooves in op-
posite sides- slidably ‘mounted in the trackway, said slide
bodies' having an outer portion ‘disposed outside the rod
and. an outer face laterally offset from a plane through
said track receiving: grooves, a drapery. sipport pendant,
means mounting one e¢nd of the pendant on the said outer
face of the slide for swinging movement about an axis
transverse to said trackway, said slide bodies each having
opposed ornament mounting grooves in said outer portion
extending generally parallel to said outer face and located
intermediate said outer face and said track receiving
grooves, and a plurality of like decorative members each
having a mounting portion, said decorative members hav-
ing a pair of :prongs spaced apart for detachable reception
insaid ornament mounting grooves to enable insertion and
removal of said decorative members from the slide bodies
while the pendants remain attached to the slide bodies,
said .decorative members having a decorative portion ex-
tending from the mounting portion.and adapted to extend
at least part way-around the rod.

4. The combination of claim 3 wherein said prongs are
arched relative to a plane through said ornament mount-
ing grooves to resiliently engage opposite sides of the orna-
ment mounting grooves.

5. A curtain or drapery rod fixture comprising, an elon-
gated rod having a front face and a longitudinally extend-
ing slot in the rear face thereof defining a trackway, at least
one master drapery slide and a.plurality of auxiliary drap-
ery slides, said master slide including a pair of master-
slide bodies each having a track receiving groove slidably
mounted in said trackway; a master drapery pendant span-
ning said master slide bodies and extending downwardly
therefrom; and fastener means attaching said master pend-
ant to said master slides, said auxiliary slides each includ-
ing an auxiliary slide body having a track receiving groove
slidably ‘and nonrotatably mounted on said trackway; a
drapery pendant extending downwardly from the auxiliary
slide body; and fastener means swingably mounting the
drapery pendant at the rear side of the auxiliary slide body
for swinging movement about an axis transverse to said
trackway, a plurality of like decorative memberseach hav-
ing a mounting portion disposed at the rear side of the
trackway and a decorative portion extending at least part-
way around the rod in spaced relation thereto to the front
side of the rod, said mounting portions of said decorative
members having a bifurcated end defining spaced prongs,
said master slide having means defining a guideway extend-
ing tramsverse to the rod rearwardly of the track receiving
groove in the respective master slide body and in.front of

at least part way around a

-the master pendant for detachably receiving the bifurcated

end of a decorative member with the bifurcated end strad-
dling said pendant attaching means, said auxiliary. slides
having means defining a guideway extending transverse
to the rod rearwardly of the track receiving groove in the
respective auxiliary slide body and in front of the auxiliary
slide pendant for detachably receiving the bifurcated end
of a decorative member with the bifurcated end straddling
the respective fastener means, said decorative members
being insertable and removable from the guideways while
the pendants are attached to the slide bodies to enable use
of the fixtures with or without the decorative members,
said means on said master slide defining a guideway com-
prising laterally spaced embossings.on the master pendant
engaging said master slide body and spacing the same from
the master pendant.to define said guideway between the
master pendant and the master slide body.

6. The combination of claim 5 wherein said means de-
fining a guideway on the auxiliary slides includes opposed
ornament mounting grooves in said auxiliary slide body
extending in a direction transverse to said track receiving



groove in the auxiliary slide body and detachably receiving 2,942,659
said prongs on the decorative member. 12,980,478
. 3,040,373
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