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Application June 10, 1947, Serial No. 753,660 
(C. 248-44) 1 Clain. 

This invention relates to improverinents in 
ground-engaging Supports, and more particularly 
to an improved support adapted to be set into 
the ground on a lawn, beach or similar area to 
Support Such objects as unbrellas, posts for lines, 
nets, tents, hammocks, etc., flagpoles, portable 
grilles and other objects used on Such areas as 
lawns, beaches and picnic grounds, and to an 
improved guy-line ancho' for use in combination 
with the improved support to firmly hold a post, 
umbrella rack, flagpole, etc., in upright position, 

It is among the objects of the invention to pro 
vide an improved portable ground-engaging Sup 
port which may be quickly and easily set into 
the ground of a lawn, beach or similar area, and 
will provide a firmly-positioned socket for Sup 
porting the lower end of a post, umbrella rack, 
grille or table-leg, etc., and a portable guy-line 
anchor usable in combination with the improved 
Support, when desired, to rigidly guy a Supported 
post in upright position, such support and anchor 
being of light Weight and easy to carry, easy to set 
in operative position in the ground and especially 
adapted for the quick and easy attachment of a 
post, rod, pole, or guy-Wire thereto, and Which 
is Simple in construction and economical to man 
ufacture. 
Other objects and advantages will become ap 

parent from a consideration of the following de 
Scription in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawing, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a diagrammatic illustration of the 
manner in Which the improved ground-engaging 
supports and guy-line anchors are used. 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of a ground-en 
gaging Support illustrative of the invention. 

Figure 3 is a fragmentary longitudinal cross 
section showing an alternative arrangement for 
Securing a rod or pole to the improved support. 

Figure 4 is a top plan view of a modified form 
of ground-engaging support illustrative of the in 
vention. 

Figure 5 is a top plan view of a still further mod 
ified form of ground-engaging Support; and 

Figure 6 is a longitudinal elevation of a guy 
line anchor illustrative of the invention. 
With continued reference to the drawing, and 

particularly to Figure 1, one ground-engaging 
Support, generally indicated at 0, is shown in 
operative position to support a post to which 
may be operatively connected a line or net 2. 
The post will Support a clothesline or boundary 
line, a tennis or other game net, a hammock, and 
a number of other articles which may be sus 
pended from upright posts. 
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A guy-line i3 is connected at its upper end to 

the upper end of the post and is connected 
at its lower end to a guy-line anchor, generally in 
dicated at 4, inserted into the ground adjacent 
the ground-engaging Support O. 
AS many guy-wires 3 as may be necessary or 

desired, imay be attached to the post and the cor 
responding guy-wire anchors 4 arranged around 
the Support to hold the upper end of the post 
! against forces applied to it in different direc 
tions. 
A Support, generally indicated at 0, which may 

be similar in all respects to the support (), is 
ShoWin Supporting a lawn umbrella, 5. The um 
brella is Supported without guy-lines and without 
any Supporting table extending above the ground 
and surrounding the umbrella, rod is thereby 
providing a greater free area beneath the un 
brella. So that the shade provided by it may be 
USed to greater advantage. The supports 3 or 
f' may be used to support other objects such as 
flagpoles, the legs of portable grilles, and various 
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other devices. 
In order to Simplify the description and the 

claim, the word “post' is hereinafter used to in 
clude all articles and objects which may be con 
veniently supported either by the improved 
ground-engaging Support alone or by the Support 
in combination. With the guy-line anchor, Such 
objects and articles including line or net postS, 
tent poles, flagpoles, beach and lawn umbrellas, 
chairs, portable grilles, etc. 
The improved ground-engaging Support, as par 

ticularly illustrated in Figure 2, comprises an 
elongated cylindrical or tubular Socket and 
three tines 8. Each tine has a substantially 
right-angular bend therein providing an arm por 
tion 9 Secured at its end to one end portion of 
the Socket f and a ground-engaging portion 25 
extending from the arm opposite the socket 7. 
The three tines are arranged at Substantially 
equal angular intervals around the end-por 
tion of the Socket and the ground-engaging 
portions 20 are substantially parallel to and lat 
erally displaced from the extended longitudinal 
center-line of the Socket. Each tine is pointed 
at its outer end, as indicated at 2, to facilitate 
the insertion of the tines into the ground and 
Small plates 9' are preferably secured to the tine 
arms 9 to rest upon the ground and provide a 
bearing area, for the Support on the surface of the 
ground. In inserting the tines 8 to place the 
Support in operative position, foot pressure Inay be 
applied to the arms 9 to force the tines into the 
ground and the Support may be removed from 
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the ground by grasping and raising the Socket 7 
which may be provided with a roughened or cow 
ered outer-surface if desired. A thumb screw 22 
is threaded through an internally-screw-thread 
ed aperture in the side of the socket 7 to engage 
the end-portion of a post inserted in the Socket 
and rigidly connects the post to the Support. 
In the arrangement shown in Figure 3 a pin 

23 is substituted for the thumb screw 22 and is 
insertable through aligned openings in the socket 
f7 and post . 
In the modification shown in Figure 4 a tri 

angular plate 24 is secured to one end of the 
socket 7' substantially at right angles to the 
socket. Straight tines 25 are secured each at 
one end to a respective corner of the plate 24 
and extend from the side of the plate opposite 
the socket 7' substantially parallel to the longi 
tudinal center-line of the Socket and laterally 
spaced therefrom. The plate 24 is substantially 
in the form of an isosceles triangle So that the 
tines 25 are disposed around the socket at Sub 
stantially equal angular intervals and are Sub 
stantially equally spaced from the Socket center 
line. In this form of the device the plate 24 takes 
the place of the tine arms 9 of the form of the 
device shown in Figure 2, but otherwise the con 
struction and operation of the device is substan 
tially the same as that described above. 

In the modification shown in Figure 5 the plate 
26 equivalent to the plate 24 is shown as rec 
tangular instead of triangular and there are 
four tines 2 Secured to the four corners of the 
plate and projecting therefrom opposite the 
socket 7. The illustrations of Figures 4 and 5 
are not necessarily separate modifications, but 
are shown merely to indicate that the tine-Sup 
porting plate may take any desired shape and 
that the number of tines may be varied within 
reasonable limits as nay be desired. 
The guy-line anchor 4, particularly illus 

trated in Figure 6, comprises a U-shaped mem 
ber which provides a pair of Substantially paral 
lel times 28 connected together at corresponding 
ends by a transverse base 29. A line-attaching 
eye 3 extends from the base 29 Substantially 
midway between the tines and from the Side of 
the base opposite the tines. This eye is prefer 
ably a split or divided loop of Spring wire having 
a rounded end 3 under which an end of a guy 
line may be passed to resiliently secure the line 
end to the eye. 
The guy-line anchor is inserted into the ground 

at an angle, as is clearly illustrated in Figure 1, 
at which it leans away from the post to which : 
the guy-line is attached and may be inserted 
by applying foot pressure to the transverse base 
29 if necessary. 
The above-described support is rigid in con 

Struction, of lightWeight and easily transporta 
ble, and can be quickly and easily inserted in 
the ground at a desired location. The tines of 
the support are of sufficient length to provide 
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a rigid support or base for a post supported 
thereby and the insertion and removal of the 
tines does not injure a lawn and no permanent 
receptacle is necessary in order to support even 
Such devices as tents, flagpoles, tennis nets and 
clotheslines. 
The invention may be embodied in other spe 

cific forms without departing from the spirit or 
eSSential characteristics thereof. The present 
embodiments are, therefore, to be considered in 
all respects as illustrative and not restrictive, 
the Scope of the invention being indicated by the 
appended claim rather than by the foregoing 
description, and all changes which come within 
the meaning and range of equivalency of the 
claim are, therefore, intended to be embraced 
therein. 
What I claim is: 
A ground engaging Support comprising a hol 

low cylindrical socket for receiving the bottom 
end of a post, and three tines secured to said 
Socket at one end thereof, each of said tines 
comprising an elongated member having a sub 
Stantially right angle bend therein to provide 
an arm portion and a ground engaging portion 
disposed at respectively opposite sides of such 
bend, Said arm portions being permanently se 
cured at their ends to said socket at said one 
end of the latter in position such that said arm 
portions project radially outwardly from said 
Socket at Substantially equal angular intervals 
thereal'ould and Substantially in a common 
plane disposed perpendicular to the longitudinal 
center life of Said Socket and said ground en 
gaging portions are Substantially parallel to the 
canter line of Said Socket extended from Said 
one end of the latter, and Said ground engaging 
portions have a length sufficient to provide a 
rigid support for a post mounted in Said socket 
and have pointed ends to facilitate their inser 
tion into the ground, and a flat plate Secured to 
the arm portion of each tine in position such that 
Such plates collectively provide a ground engag 
ing bearing Surface adjacent the common plane 
of the arm portions of Said tines. 
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