Sept. 29, 1!42  G. M. MOHLER | 12,297,159
' . ' o GARMENT
"Filed Sept. 24, 1940

Fic.4
. INVENTOR.
sy GracE M. MonLEr

_;FIG.3. A W Rea,

ATTORNEYS.




Patented Sept. 29, 1942 -

2,297,159

" UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE
: 2,297,159 : ‘ - :
 GARMENT
‘Grace M. Mohler, Cleveland, Ohio
Application: September 24, 1940;fSetia.era; 358,120
“I°Clainit.  (CL 2—T76)

This invention: relates: to improvements in
wearing ‘apparel’ and ‘more particularly to: the
class of women’s garments: known as maternity
dresses, and its essential aims are to provide.a
garment, especially of the aforesaid. class; that
is very neat and attractive of’ appearance; to
provide. a maternity garment.that:may: be easily
and conveniently adjusted: to-progressive: stages
of development of the parts. of the figure that
are. affected; to provide a. maternity garment
that retains its-original style and attractive ap-~
pearance. throughout' the range: of adjustment;
to provide a garment.that is simple and econom-
ical of manufacture, and to provide a washable
garment, especially of the maternity class, that
is so conmstructed as to facilitate washing and
ironing.

These ends are attained by composing the
garment of front and rear panels of fixed style

or design that may be entirely separable from

each other from the neck opening across the
shoulders, throughout the sleeves, if any, and
down the sides to the bottom of the skirt; or, if
desired, the front and back panels may be sep-
arable as just described excepting at one or more
of the following places: along the top of each
sleeve, the contiguous part of the adjacent shoul-
der, and upwardly a short distance from the
bottom of the skirt at each side.. To provide

for gradual enlargement, in the case of a ma- :

ternity garment, expansion tabs of appropriate
shape are atfached to the lateral edges of one
of the panels, preferably the back. The expan-
sion tabs are, in effect, extensions of the panel
to which they are attached, and they underlie
the edge portions of the other panel, which edge
portions are overlapped to the required extent
and detachably connected to the underlying
parts by suitable means, as by snap fasteners.

Originally, i. e., when the person starts wear-
ing the garment and her size is only slightly
abnormal, the extent to which the edge portions
of the one panel overlie the extension tabs should
be sufficient to practically conceal said tabs; and
as the wearer enlarges, the fastening means are,
from time to time, set nearer and nearer the free
edges of the expansion tabs fo take care of the
gradual development of the fisure. During all
of this time, however, the garment retains, sub-
stantially, its original appearance, the front and
rear panels remaining of the same design
throughout the range of adjustment. The gar-
ment is thus distinguished from the rather
bunglesome kinds of maternity dresses that,
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priginally, have a number of pleats or folds 55

across the front or: at the sides that are Iet out
successively as® oceasiorr requires. < 'The present
garment. hias, .at all times; more the appearance
of a:conventional dress of current. mode.

In the aceompanying: drawing, wherein. like
reference numerals designate ‘corresponding
parts: throughout. the: several: views; Fig. 1 is a
perspective: view of: my Improved maternity ‘gar-
ment; Fig.-2:is a side elevation thereof,. with the
near sleeve 'outstretched! toward the -observer;
Fig. 3 is: a spreadout view' of the front panel
showing the outside thereof; and Fig. 4 is g simi-
lar view of the back ‘panel showing the inside,
as: though: ready to have the front panel laid

- on:and. attached to-it.

- The front: panel, désignated: generally by the
reference numeral {, is made up of a waist section
2 and a skirt section 3 that are joined together
by a cross seam 4 which, with a corresponding
seam of the back panel, defines the waist of the
garment. The waist section is shown as includ-
ing front sleeve parts § that are finished at their
outer ends by half-cuffs or bands 6. Across
each shoulder, the waist section 2 is equipped
with a row of buttons 1, and along each lateral
edge of the front panel, from immediately ad-
jacent the armhole to near the bottom of the
skirt section 3 is a row of fastening means 8,
which may be the receiving members of ordinary
snap fasteners. Similar fastening means 9 may
be applied to the ends of the half-cuffs or
bands 6.

The back panel of the garment is designated
generally by the reference numeral {9, and it is

5 made up of a waist section 12 and a skirt sec-

tion 13. These sections are joined together by
a seam (4 that corresponds to the seam 4 of the
front panel. Rear sleeve parts 15 are carried by
the waist section 12 and are provided with half-
cuffs or bands 6. The shoulder portions of the
waist section 12 have buttonholes 1T for recep-
tion of the butions 7 on the corresponding parts
of the front panel. Attached to the lateral edges
of the back panel 10 are expansion tabs 29.
These tabs are widest in the region of the waist
of the garment and gradually taper toward their
upper and lower ends which, respectively, coin-
cide with the adjacent armhole of the garment
and with the bottom edge of the skirt. Adapted
to be detachably connected, as by stitches, to the
expansion tabs 20, originally in close proximity
to the edge of the back panel, are fastening
means 21 that are spaced according to the fas-
tening means 8 of the front panel and which
may consist of the entrant members of ordinary
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snap fasteners. These fastening means are in-
tended to be shifted from time to fime fo pro-
gressive positions toward the free edges of the
tab as it becomes necessary to enlarge the gar-
ment through the bust and abdomen. The ends
of the half-cuffs or bands 16 of the rear sleeve
parts 15 are shown as equipped with fastening
means 22, which may also consist of entrant
members of ordinary snap fasteners, and they are
arranged for cooperation with the fastening
means 9 of the front sleeve parts 5.

By having the front and back panels complete-

ly separable, the laundering of these parts is-
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greatly facilitated. Now let it be assumed that

they are separable from each other and are-in -
separated condition. In order to assemble the-

garment for use, the two panels are attached at
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that the armholes be opened at the bottom to
allow ample adjustment in this region between
the front and back panels.

An important feature of my improved mater-
nity garment is the elevated waist line which
serves to better conceal or camouflage the abnor-
mal shape of the wearer.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim is:

A maternity dress comprising a unitary front
panel and a similar back panel, each being of
fixed design and consisting of a waist section and
a skirt section seamed together to define the

“waistline of the garment, the panels being shaped
"to provide, when assembled, a neck opening and

_ armholes, means for separably connecting said

the shoulders by engaging the outer on€s of the -
putton holes 17 over the corresponding buttons.1, .

when the garment may be dropped over the head
of the wearer. The remaining bultons 1 are
then fastened, the front and rear sleeve parts are
connected together by the fastening means 9 and
22, and the lateral edges of the front panel are
connected to the expansion tabs by the fastening
means 8 and 2. :

In order to improve the fit and comfort of the
garment, as well as its appearance, the waist sec-
tions of the front and back panels may be pro-
vided with groups of tucks or gathers 25.

If desired, the front and back panels may be
permanently stitched together throughout the
regions designated ¢ and b in Fig. 1. In such a
case, the sleeves may be open on their under-
sides, only, ab least for a part of the distance
outwardly from the armholes; and it is desirable
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panels together along the shoulders between the

" neck opening and the armholes, front and back

sleeve parts attached to the waist sections of the
respective front and back panels about the arm-
holes, means for separably connecting together
the outer ends of the front and back sleeve parts,
expansion tabs extending along and connected to
the lateral edges of but being otherwise distinct
from the back panel, the lateral edge portions of
the front panel being adapted to be lapped to a
greater or less extent as single layers over said
tabs, and fastening means for connecting the
lateral edges of the front panel to the tabs, said
fastening means consisting of separable parts
that are carried, respectively, by the edge por-
tions of the front panel and by the tabs, those
on the tabs being adapted to be shifted laterally

thereof.
GRACE M. MOHLER.



