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COMBINED SHOW-CASE AND SEPARATOR.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. R72,703, dated February, 20, 1888.
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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, ERWIN JONES, of Brook-
lyn, in the county of Kings and State of New
York,bhaveinvented a new and Improved Com-
bined Show-Case and Separator, of which the
following is a clear and exact description.

The object of thisinvention is to provide an
improved device for holding and exhibiting
fruits, vegetables, &e.

Theinvention consists of a box or case whose
front is elosed or covered with a vertical wire
screen, while an ineclined screen and shelf are
tixed within the case, projecting toward each
otherfromrearand frout,respectively,toreceive

and support the contents of the case, the said’

inclined sereen beingalsodesigned forscreening
out the dirt and smaller fruits and vegetables,

&c., from the case contentsinto the bottom of

the case, whence they may be removed through
au aperture in the back of the case, and serv-
ing also to direct the contents of the case for-
ward beneath the shelf to the lower front edge
of the case throngh an opening into a suitable
tray or receptacle, from which they may be
readily removed.

Figure 1is a front elevation of the show-case,
with parts broken away to exhibit other parts.

‘Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional elevation of the

same ou line 2 #, Fig. 1.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts, :

Iu the drawings, A represents a box or case,
preferably rectangunlar, having closed or solid
sides & b, an open front ¢,and a back partially
closed or solid, as shown at d.-

Over the open front of the case, on the inner
face thereof, is fixed a wire screen, B, through
which the conteuts of the case may readily be
seen.

Extending from the inner face of the back
d,from about midway of the height of the case
A to or nearly to the buttom of the inner face
of the front strip, £, at an inclination of forty-
five degrees, or thereabout, is a screen, C, for
supporting the coutents ot the case,and direct-
ing them forward to the opeuning g, made in the

, front strip, /. Said screen C may be of any
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desired mesh, and serve to screen out or sepa-
rate the dirt, &e., from the case coutents, and
when potatoes, turnips, tomatoes, &e., are eon-
tained in the case A, said screen O may be

coarse enough to separate the smaller from the

larger vegetables or fruit, the smaller falling

into or upon the case-bottom D, whence they
may be removed through a rear opening, hyand
thie larger vegetables or fruit sliding down the
screen C out of the front opening, g, into the
front extension, m, of the bottom D, which
forms a sort of tray or receptacle for this puor-
pose. _

It will be seen that as the contents of the
case gravitate downward as they are removed
from the bottom opening, g, the inclined board
G will cause the contents to move from the
screen B, thereby preventing the articles from
sifting through said screen.

The top of the case A is preferably closed
by hinged covers E, to preveut the ready ab-

.straction of the case contents and to keep sun

and rain therefrom.

The case may be filled from the top or through
an opening, », in the back, which opening #
is closed by a hinged door, o.

A shelf, G, extending downward from the
inner faceof thefront strip, p,toward the sereen
O, and about half-way across the case A,serves
to sustain a portion of the weight of the case
coutents, and to direet them upon said screen
C, preventing them also from falling directly
to the lower tront of the case.

Preferably said show-case is set upon cast-
ers H, that it may be readily moved from one

.place to another,

Among the advantages of this show-case it
may be stated that the dirt and smaller vege-
tables and fruits are screened out as they pass
down over the inclined screen; that the frons
and rear openings and the screens afford am-
ple ventilation for preserving the fruit and
vegetables in good condition, and that it is
perfectly caleulated to display the articles for
which it is designed.

From the ordinary frait and vegetable re-
ceptacles of this character the contents are
taken frowmn the top by hand or scoop, and the
straw or other refuse silting from scoop or
hand and falling back on thetop of the case
contents accumulates thereon and presents an
objectionable appearance, suggesting to an ob-
server that the said contents are dirty or of a
poor quality. In this show-case, however, the
vegetables, fruit, &c., being taken from the
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-bottom, there is no accumulation of refuse at

any point, and consequently the appearance
of the contents is not impaired. .

I am aware that inclined sieves and counters
having screen-faced receptacles are not new,
and I do not claim eitlier invention.

What I claim is—

1. A combined show-case and separator con-
sisting of a case or box, a, having an open
front covered by a screen, B, and provided
with aninclined shelf, G, andan angularscreen,
C, secured within it, with its lower edge ex-
tending below the lower edge of the front
sereen, B, substantially as described.

2. In a combined show-case and separator,
the cuase @, provided with an open front, ¢, and
with openlngs 7 and ¢ in its front and rear
sides, near the bottom, in combination with the

sereen (, secured within the case at an angle
thereto, and having its lower edge extended
below the edge of the frout screen, and the
inclined shield G,secured within the case at a
reverse angle to the screen G, substautially as
and for the purpose specified. .

3. The combination, with the case A,having
closed sides @ b, open front ¢, and partially-
closed back d, and provided with discharge-
apertures g k, and forward-extending Dottom
D, of the vertical front screen, B, internal in-
clined screen, C,and inclined shelf G, sabstan-
tially as herein shown and described.

ERWIN JONES.

Witnesses:
C. SEDGWICK,
Isaac G, TREADWELL.
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