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% Claims.

This invention relates to games and is more
particularly directed to an improved game ap-
paratus simulating the game of baseball, the
broad object in view being to provide a mechani-

5 cal game apparatus by means of which the vari-
ous plays occur in substantially proper propor-
tions, while avoiding any impossible situations.

The invention has to do with a mechanical
baseball game apparatus consisting of a game
board which is so constructed and arranged as to
simulate a baseball diamond about which a ball
raceway extends having longitudinally spaced
depressions for receiving a ball projected along
the raceway and fixed and movable elements
- having indicia thereon registering with the ball
receiving depressions of the raceway to indicate
the successive plays to be made in accordance
with the successive depressions in which the ball
comes to rest.

The invention further contemplates a baseball
game apparatus including a ball raceway having
a surface over which the ball is adapted to be
projected and formed with depressions for re-
ceiving the ball together with fixed and mova-
ble members respectively bearing indicia repre-
senting plays of the game, the fixed member hav-
ing the indicia coinciding respectively with cer-
tain of the ball receiving depressions and the
movable member having indicia representing
plays of the game adapted to be selectively regis-
tered with certain of the ball receiving depres-
sions, and means for indicating the setting of
the movable member with regard to the occu-
pancy of the bases so as to formulate plays of
the game upon subsequent projection of the ball
over the raceway surface.

Other objects of the invention reside in the
provision of a game apparatus of the indicated
character which is comparatively simple in its
construction and mode of operation and which
provides a highly amusing and attractive game.
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With these and other objects in view, the in--

vention is set forth in greater detail in the fol-
lowing specification and illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings in which:

Fig. 11is a plan view of a baseball game appa-
ratus constructed in accordance with the inven-
tion.

Fig, 2 is a transverse sectional view taken ap-
proximately on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a sectional plan view taken approxi-
mately on the line 3—2 of Fig. 2.

Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view taken ap-

. proximately on the line 4—4 of Fig. 3.
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Fig. 5 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view
daken longitudinally of the runway.

Pig. 6 is a perspective view of one of the mark-
ers used in connection with the game.

Referring to the drawings by characters of 5:
reference, A designates generally the game board
which consists of a base 10 constructed of any
suitable material and fashioned to provide a con-
tinuous groove Il constituting a ball race which
is preferably of substantially rectangular form 10
with the adjacent leads joined by arcuate por-
tions 12 to deflect the ball B when projected lon-
gitudinally over the lower surface or bottom I3
of the groove or ball race. The lower surface
or bottom I3 is formed with one or more series 15
of corrugations, three being shown in the pres-
ent instance, which corrugations define ball re-
ceiving depressions {4 spaced longitudinally of
the groove or raceway and extending transverse-
ly thereacross. .

The game board further includes a fixed ele-
vated center panel or member {5 which con-
forms generally to the shape and size of the in-
ner margin of the groove or raceway I{ and the
upper surface of which is decorated or inscribed 25
to simulate a baseball diamond having base
paths 6 extending around the marginal portion
thereof, a home plate 1T and bases representing
first, second and third, which ‘are indicated by
the referénce characters (8, 19 and 20.

The center panel or member (5 is supported
in elevated spaced relation to the central por-
tion of the base 10 by depending feet 21 at the
corners thereof and one or more of the side edge
portions are cut away or provided with notches 35
22, two of said notches being shown in the pres-
ent instance arranged intermediate the length
of the left and lower edge portions, the purpose
of which will be hereinafter described.

The upper surface of the panel or member I15 40
is also provided with indicia 23 located along-
side of certain of the depressions 14 in the bot-
tom or lower wall of the groove or raceway i1,
such indicia representing various plays of the
game of baseball such as “Strike,” “Ball,” “Foul,” 43
“One base hit,” “Two base hit,” “Three base hit,”
“Home run,” etc.

The game board further includes a movable
member 25 which preferably and here illustrated
as in the form of a disk spaced between the up- 50
per central surface of the base 10 and the ele-
vated center panel or member 15 and said mem-
ber or disk is provided with a concentric hub 26
through which a shaft 27 extends upwardly from
a step bearing 28 in the base through a bearing 55
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opening 29 in the center panel or member 19
with the upper end of the shaft protruding above

.said center panel and provided with a knurled
manipulating knob 30 for turning the shaft and

disk 25. The shaft and disk are connected to ro-
tate together in any desired manner but as here
shown the shaft is formed with a squared por-
tion 31 which fits in a squared opening 32 in the
hub 26.

The upper surface of the disk or member 25 ig
printed or otherwise inscribed with circumferen-
tially spaced indicia 35 representative of various

plays of the game, which upon turning of the- -
disk is adapted to be selectively displayed

through the cutaway portions or notches 22 of
the center panel or member 15 and disposed. in

registration with certain of the depIESuIOI‘IS M‘

of the ball race.

At one of its ends the ball race or groove 1l .is.
provided with a means for projecting the bali
B longitudinally of the raceway which as illus-
trated is preferably in the form)of a baseball bat
38 which is pivoted as at 39 and normally moved
to the position shown in Fig, 1 by means of a

. spring 40, the outer end of said bat being adapt-

ed to be manually swung and retracted from said
position to the position shown in Fig. 3 for ten-
sioning the spring, whereby upon release the op-
posite end of the bat forcibly contacts with the
ball B which is positioned adjacent the setting
rib 41, to thereby project the same along the
raceway Il. The opposite end of the raceway
is provided with a stop wall 42 for preventing
the projected ball from leaving the end of the

- raceway.

In order to prevent the ball from accidentally
leaving the raceway, when struck by the bat, a
guard fence 45 is provided which is in the na-
ture of a flexible strip positioned within the race-
way and protruding upwardly therefrom and
extending partially therearound, preferably from
a point adjacent the first arcuate portion to the
second arcuate portion thereof.

‘The fence strip as illustrated, is detachably
retained in place by means of lateral outwardly
projecting lugs 46 having depending pegs 41
which are fitted into sockets 48 in the upper
surface of the base 10. As illustrated, the fence
is provided with longitudinally spaced upstand-
ing stiles 50 having confronting vertical grooves
81 for receiving a displaceable score card 52.

In playing the game, use is made of markers
C which may and preferably are in the form of
baseball players and when the ball B is projected
along the raceway and comes to rest in one of
the depressions 14, a play is indicated by the
indicia 23 or 3% which is alongside of said de-
pression. If the indicia indicates a “One base
hit,” the marker C is then placed on first base
and the ball B is then reset and again projected
along the raceway to indicate a succeeding play.
Before the succeeding play is made, however, the
movable member or disk 25 is turned to indicate
the occupancy of the bases. For this purpose
means is provided for indicating the setting of
the movable member or disk which, as illus-
trated, consists of a radially projecting pointer
50 on the upwardly protruding portion of the
shaft 27 which pointer cooperates with a dial
having circumferentially spaced indicia 58 in-
dicating the occupancy of the bases, such as the
phrases “Bases empty,” “On first,” “On second,”
“On third,” “On first and second,” “On first and

_third,” “On second and third” and “Bases full.”

The indicia 58 bears a predetermined corela-
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tion with the indicia 35 so that no impossible
situations may arise in playing the game, such
as a play indicating a “Double play” or that a
runner scores on a sacrifice when there are no
men on bases. In addition to the pointer 59 and
dial indicia 58, means for gaging the occupancy
of the bases is also provided which consists of
indicia 58 on the disk 25 which is brought into
registry with a notch 59 in the center panel or
member 135,

The rules of baseball are followed as to balls,
strikes and other plays and the arrangement of
the indicia 23 and 35 on the members (5 and 25

_is_such that plays obtain approximately in the

proportions which they occur in an actual game

- of baseball.

What is claimed is:

1. A baseball game including in combination
a game board having a raceway formed with
longitudinally spaced ball receiving depressions
and along which raceway a ball is adapted to
be projected, a fixed member carried by the game
beard adjacent the raceway and having groups
of indicia representing plays of the game re-
spectively registering with certain of the ball re-
ceiving depressions, a movable member disposed
beneath the fixed member and having groups
cf indicia representing plays of the game, the
indicia of one group being different from that
of another and the indicia of each group being
adapted for respective registration with the re-
maining ball receiving depressions of the race-
way, said movable membker being mounted to
selectively dispose the groups of indicia thereon
adjacent the raceway for registration of the in-
dicia of each group with the ball receiving de-
pressions.

2. A baseball game including in combination
2 game board having a raceway formed with
longitudinally spaced ball receiving depressions
and along which raceway a ball is adapted to be
projected, a fixed member carried by the game
board adjacent the raceway and having groups
of indicia representing plays of the game re-
spectively registering with certain of the ball
receiving depressions, a movable member dis-
posed beneath the fixed member and having
groups of indicia representing plays of the game,
the indicia of one group being different from that
of another and the indicia of each group being
adapted for respective registration with the re-
maining ball receiving depressions of the race-
way, said movable member being mounted to se-
lectively dispose the groups of indicia thereon
adjacent the raceway for registration of the
indicia of each group with the ball receiving de-
pressions, and gage means for indicating the con-
dition of occupancy of the bases resulting from
previous plays, sald gage means having a pre-
determined corelation with the groups of indicia
cf the movable member so as to indicate Pos-
sible subsequent plays.

3. In a baseball game apparatus, a raceway
along which a bzll is adapted to be projected,
said raceway having longitudinally spaced re-
cesses within which the ball when projected along
the raceway is adapted to selectively come to rest,
a fixed member adjacent the raceway and having
groups of indicia representing plays of the game
and respectively registering with certain of the
ball receiving recesses, and a movable member
having indicia representing plays of the game
adapted to be selectively registered with the re-
maining ball receiving recesses.

4. In a baseball game apparatus, a raceway>
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along which a ball is adapted to be projected,
sald raceway having longitudinally spaced re-
cesses within which the ball when projected along
the raceway is adapted to selectively come to rest,
a fixed member adjacent the raceway and having
groups of indicia representing plays of the game
and respectively registering with certain of the
ball receiving recesses, a movable member having
indicia representing plays of the game adapted
to be selectively registered with the remaining
ball receiving recesses, and means adapted to de-
signate the condition of occupancy of the bases
and corelated with the indicia of the movable
member 50 as to set the indicia of the movable
member with reference to the ball receiving re-
cesses in accordance with previous plays.

5. A baseball game apparatus including a game
board, a fixed elevated center panel having mar-
ginally spaced groups of indicia representing plays
of the game anhd having a marginal cutout por-
tion, a continuous ball raceway in the upper
surface of the game board surrounding the center
panel and having longitudinally ‘spaced ball re-
ceiving depressions in the bottom thereof dis-
posed in registry with the indicia, a rotary disk
mounted below the fixed panel having marginally
spaced indicia representing plays of the game
and adapted to be exposed through the cutout
portions of the panel, a shaft to which said disk
is secured with the upper end thereof protruding
above the panel, a radial pointer on the protrud-
ing end of said shaft, a dial on said panel having
circumferentially spaced indicia indicating the
occupancy of the Dases and corelated with the
indicia on the disk which is exposed through the
cutout portion for cooperating with the ball re-
ceiving depressions to formulate plays of the
game upon subsequent projection of the ball in
the raceway.

6. A baseball game apparatus including a game
board, a fixed elevated center panel having mar-
ginally spaced groups of indicia representing
plays of the game and having a marginal cutout
portion, a contintous ball raceway in the upper

3
surface of the game board surrounding the center
panel and having longitudinally spaced ball re-
ceiving depressions in the bottom thereof disposed
in registry with the indicia, a rotary disk mounted
below the fixed panel having marginally spaced
indicia representing plays of the game and
adapted to be exposed through the cutout por-
tions of the panel, and gage means for indicating
the condition of occupancy of the bases resulting
from previous plays consisting of indicia on said
disk having a predetermined corelation with the
play indicating indicia thereon, and a notch in
said panel through which said gage indicia is
adapted to be selectively displayed.:

7. A baseball game apparatus including a
game board, a fixed elevated center panel having
marginally spaced groups of indicia representing
plays of the game and having a marginal cutout
portion, a continuous ball raceway in the upper
surface of the game board surrounding the center
panel and having longitudinally spaced ball re-
ceiving depressions in the bottom thereof dis-
posed in registry with the indicia, a guard strip
fitted within the outer wall of the raceway and
extending longitudinally thereof to prevent pro-
jection of the ball from the rateway, a rotary
disk mounted below the fixed panel having mar-~
ginally spaced indicia representing plays of the
game and adapted to be exposed through the
cutout portions of the panel, and gage means for
indicating the condition of occupancy of the bases
resulting from previous plays consisting of a
shaft to which said disk is secured with the
upper end thereof protruding above the panel, a
radial pointer on the protruding end of said
shaft, a fized dial on said panel having eircum-
ferentially spaced indicia indicating the occu-
pancy of the bases and corelated with the indicia
on the disk which is exposed through the cutout
portion for cooperating with the ball receiving
depressions to formulate plays of the game upon
subsequent projection of the ball in the raceway.

CARL F. DOERR.
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