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This invention relates ingeneral toa switch 

operating mechanism,and more particularlyto 
a mechanism foractuating an electrical switch. 
The conventionalwallswitch forelectricalcir 

cuits sufers a number of disadvantages The 
design and co10ring seidomi harmonize with the 
furnishings and decorations of the room; and, in general,present an unsightly?appearance. 
Furthermore,the wall surface immediatelysur 
rounding the switch becomes easilysoiled from 
accidental contact ofthe hand in operating the 
switch. Another disadvantagerests in the dif 
ficulty ordinarily encountered in 10cating a 
Switch in a darkened room,In addition, the 
conventional switch?may beunsafein at 1east 
two respects,There isa possibility of electri 
cal shockto the operatorif the switch happens 
to be faulty, and secondy,the switch is sub 
ject to unintentional operation,as by brushing 
againstitinpassing. ? 
An object of this invention is to provide a 

means for operating anelectricalswitch-where 
by_a novel actuating mechanism is'employed 
and is enclosed ina housingwhichWil have-a 
pleasing appearahce;,and whibhócan readiy be 
deSigned to harmonize with Other appointments 
in the room. - - 

Another object is to provide a means for op 
erating an electrical switch whereby ease of op 
eration is achieved by theuseof a.system offul 
Crumed levers. ", 

Stil another object.s to provide a means 
whereby the actuating mechanism can be made 
more easily recognizable ina darkened room. 
Afurther9bjectisto provideameansforop 

erating an-electrical switch wherebytheperson 
operating the switch is protected from possible 
shock from a faulty switch. Unintentionalop 
eration of the switch,asby brushing against it, 
is virtually precluded in the present inveition. 
Other objects, advantages, capabilities,fea 

tures and the like are comprehended by the in 
yention as will appearfrom the folowing de 
Scription,and asare inherentlypossessed Bythe 
invention. 
The present invention overcomes the disad 

vantages nOted above and achieves the Stated 
objectS,while at the Same time providing a de 
Vice Which can be made up in innumerable WayS 
to harmonize with its surroundings. Novelty 
designs may also be employed which will be suit? 
able for a nursery,children's bedroom,bathroom, 
kitchen,playr00m or den,as well as for out 
door use. As a Specific example,the device may 
be So designed and decorated as indicated in 
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-nous-figureis.hidden-behind the:fence. 
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?he drawing,to includea colored figureand a 
figure coated.with 1umihous material Thefig 
tires are so arranged that the colored.figureap 
pearsabovéthe fence.whenthe switch isin the 
*oh° position,ahd at,the same,timethe lumi 

- - - - Then 

ina reversalof positionstheluminous figureap 
pears and the golored?figure disappears when 
the switchisinthe"of"position. 
Referringhowtothedrawing: 
Fig. i is-a vertica1?sectional view from?the 

*front; - 

Fig:2isáverticalsectionalviewfromtheside; 
and - 

Fig.3isatop sectionalview. - 
For purposes of?iliustration,the invention 

herein has beeniustrated ina-particularform 
but,it will be?evident-as the description?pro 
eeeds that thepartigularform orshape ofthe 
objeg?* ?ot an inportant.consideration It 
shouldfurtherbenoted that the particularem 
bodiment of means shown and described here 
?nis meant to beijustrativeof themany-sim 
iararrangements which Willbe suggested to bie 
skilledintheart. - -- - - 

*feferring now moreparticularlyto Figs.1and 
2 ofthe drawings;the1arge backplate2is de 
signed to ft oyera gonventional wal.switch?4 
andissecuredthereto byscrews6,6,The switch 
1ever 8 extendsthrough anapertureintheback 
plateand fits into an opening in theactuating 
*nember 1! which has beenespecialydesigned 
to regeive theswitch1ever Theactuating mem 
Ber,10 is in contact with the switch1everso that a movement of the äctuating memberj 
?p or downw?eause a gorresponding change 
*n position o? the switchlever8:Theactiat 
ing member 19 is composed of a slotted body 
previously deseribed,a connecting arm 12,and 
two extensions f4,14:The extensions 14;-18 project from.the bodyandare fitted intoguide 
9penings f6.16,inthe supgörtmember f8,which 
*.nturnrigidyattachedtóthe back plate 2. 
Thus.support andguidanceareprovided forthe 
$witch Iever actuatin?member.The éonne? ing arm 12 of the aötuatüg me?hber is?ötät 
ably attached to a pivoted rocker arm 20 at a 
point betWeen the pivoted center and the end 
of the rocker arm. The rocker arm 20 is ro 
tatably mounted by means of thescrew 6through 
the back plate and into the switch housing. 
At the ends of the rocker arm 20 are rotatably 

attached the operating members generally 
Shown at 22,22,These members are mounted 
within the body of the apparatus,receiving their 
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support partly from the rocker arm connections, 
24,24 and partly from the guide extensions 30, 
30 which pass through guide openings 28,28 in 
thesupport member 18. The portions 30,30 are 
especialy designed and arranged With reSpect 
to the support member 18 So that the vertical 
portions 26,26 of the operating members 22,22 
remain in a vertical position at all points dur? 
ing their movement This result is ac?eved by 
the curved design of the members 30,30 which, 
as they pass through the guide openings 28,28 
in the support member 18,cause the upper por? 
tion of the operating members to maintaina Ver? 
tical position. The upper portions 32,320fthe 
operating members 22,22 may be of any Sut 
able design to conform to the overallefect, The 
upper portion,only one of which is?Shown in 
Fig,1,may be a part of a molded piece 0r they 
may be attached to the Iower portion as desired… 
In a,preferred embodiment as shown in the 
rdrawings the figures 32,32 are molded as one 
piece with the remainder of the member. The 
figures 20,20 are designed to fit within the COVer 
insuch a manner asto derive support from the 
.rocker arm and the cover,The complete actu? 
ating mechanism is almost completey enclosed 
.in a hollow cover 34 which fits over the mecha? 
.nism and is secured to the back plate by the 
screw 36. The upper part of the cover 34 is 
hooked back of the switch face plate at 3T. The 
cover is attached so that only one of the re? 
versely positioned figures will be visible°at B 
time and the other figure will be concealed With 
in the COVer. 
Ina preferred operation of the Switch aCtuating 

device,one of the finger operated membersis de? 
pressed,causing the rocker arm to rotate about 
.its center and causing the opposite end of the 
rocker armto rise and elevate the reversely pOSi? 
tioned finger operated member attached thereto. 
At the Same time,the movement Of the rOCKer 
.arm causesthe attachedslidablymounted actuat? 
ing member to move up or down,carrying withit 
?he switch1ever and thus operatingthe electrical 
SWitch? - - 

It willbe understood thatthe mechanism may 
be constructed of any Suitable material Such aS 
wood,metal,or plastic,or of any combination of 
these materials It is preferred that the back 
plate be made of fireproof or fire-resistant ma 
terial because of the Safety specifications of the 
underwriters. It has been found that the deVice 
may be satisfactoriy constructed of plastic 
throughout.Thus,I have been able to construct 
the device from inexpensive materials Which are 
easily moldable into the desired Shape,or may 
readily be stamped out of bulk_material 
Changes may be made in the form,construc 

tion and arrangement of parts from that dis 
closed herein,as will be apparent to one skiled 
in the art,WithOut in any Way departing frOm 
the spirit of the invention or Sacrificing any of 
the advantages.thereof. 
Having thus described the invention,what I 

claim asnew and desiretosecure byLettersPat 
ent of the United States is: 
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1. A switch operating mechanism comprising 

a switchactuating member having a Slotted b0dy 
portion,meansforguiding Said memberina Sub 
stantiallyverticalpath,a centrally pivoted rocker 
arm,meanspivotally connecting Said rOCKer arm 
with said switch actuating member,a pair Of 
manualy actuatedreciprocating Operating mem 
bers,meanspivotally connecting Said memberstO 
opposite ends of said rocker arm,Said manualy 
actuated operating members having one end for 
manual actuation and an opposite end provided 
with a curved extension which curved extenSiOn 
isoppositely curved in each member With reSpect 
to the other,and guide means aSSociated With 
said curved extension and adapted to Cooperate 
therewith to maintain each of Said manualy aC? 
tuated operating members in a WertiCal position 
during operation. 
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2. Aswitch operating mechanism as claimed in 
claim 1 in which the elements thereof are en? 
closed in a shell which hides all of the elementS 
except the manual contact portion of One of the 
manualiyactuated reciprocating Operating mem? 
bers? * 

3. A switch operating mechanism Comprising 
a,switch actuating member having a Slotted body 
portion,means forguiding Said member in a Sub? 
stantiallyvertical path,a centrallypivoted rocker 
arm,means pivotally connecting Said rocker arm 
with said Switch actuating member,a pair Of 
manually actuated reciprocating operating mem? 
bers,means pivotally connecting Said members 
to opposite ends of Said rocker arm,Said mem? 
bers having one end for manual actuation and 
anopposite end provided with a curved extension 
oppositely curved in each member With reSpect 
to the other,and guide means aSSociated with 
Said curved extension and adapted to C00perate 
thereWith to maintain each of Said manually aC 
tuated operating members in a Vertical p0Sition 
during operation,Said manualy actuated recip 
rocating operating members being adapted for 
reciprocating movement Whereby only one at a 
time of Said manual contact portions is visible 
above an enclosing cover portion. 
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