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This invention relates generally to drafting instruments 
and more particularly comprises a new improved template 
for use in the preparation of perspective drawings. 

In certain trades there is a constant need for perspec 
tive drawings which are more or less repetitive to a sub 
stantial degree. For example, kitchen remodelers as a 
selling device normally provide a prospective customer 
with a perspective view of the finished kitchen. Similar 
ly, interior decorators must frequently make perspective 
drawings of proposed room arrangements for their cus 
tomers' approval. Many other trades have a constant 
need for a perspective drawing having more or less set 
characteristics. 

Drawings of this type, however, are quite time consum 
ing and expensive. A perspective view of a kitchen, for 
example, to be properly drawn normally requires several 
hours even for a skilled draftsman. Accordingly, kitchen 
planners and builders normally must employ a profession 
al draftsman or themselves acquire skill in preparing 
perspective views in order to provide their customers 
with a visual presentation of the proposed kitchen. In 
practice, a salesman or kitchen planner will visit a pro 
spective customer to determine the nature of the job and 
to make whatever measurements and rough sketches that 
are necessary in order to provide an estimate and also to 
make drawings. Since the drawings require several hours 
to prepare, the salesman must return to the customer at 
a later date, and if the customer has lost interest, the 
time and effort applied in the preparation of the perspec 
tive drawings are wasted. It would, therefore, be an ob 
vious sales advantage as well as a much more efficient 
procedure to be able to prepare a complete perspective 
view of a given scene such as a kitchen within a matter 
of minutes for immediate presentation to the prospective 
customer. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a drafting instrument for use in preparing rapid 
but accurate perspective drawings. 

Another object of this invention is to expedite the 
preparation of perspective drawings which are of a more 
or less routine nature. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide a 
drafting instrument which may be employed with equal 
skill by a trained draftsman or by a novice. 
More particularly, this invention features a drafting 

instrument in the form of a flat platen which is formed 
with a plurality of slots forming a perspective outline 
of a selected scene. The device is employed by overlay 
ing it onto a drafting surface such as a sheet of paper or 
the like and tracing the outline onto the underlying 
paper by means of a pencil, for example. The template 
is provided with shoulders along one edge thereof for 
squaring the template with respect to the drafting surface. 
But these and other features of the invention, along 

with other objects and advantages thereof, will become 
more readily apparent from the following detailed de 
scription of a preferred embodiment thereof with refer 
ence being made to the accompanying drawings, in 
which; 

FIG. 1 is a view in perspective of a drafting instrument 
made according to the invention, 

FIG. 2 is a view in end elevation thereof, and 
FIG. 3 is a perspective drawing made with the use 

of the drafting instrument shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. 
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Referring now to the drawings, the reference character 

10 generally indicates a drafting instrument for use in 
making perspective drawings of rooms such as kitchens 
which are customarily provided with shelves and cabinets 
along their walls, as suggested in FIG. 3. The instru 
ment preferably is formed as a rectangular panel of a 
rigid material such as a sheet of transparent acrylic plas 
tic, or other suitable material. Typically, the instrument 
may be 8/2 inches in height by 11 inches in width, for 
example. These dimensions may obviously be varied 
depending upon particular applications. 
The lower edge of the instrument 10 is provided with 

a rib or shoulder 2 extending along the entire width 
thereof and on both sides of the panel. The function 
of this rib is for squaring the instrument precisely with 
respect to an underlying sheet of drafting paper, for 
example. A shoulder is formed on both sides of the in 
strument in order that the instrument may be reversed 
for reasons that will presently appear. 
The instrument is characterized by a plurality of slots 

14 formed through the panel and defining a perspective 
outline of the horizontal components of a typical kitchen 
arrangement. The several slots include portions that 
are parallel with one another corresponding to an oppo 
site wall. These portions appear on the right hand side 
of the instrument as viewed in FIG. 1. The portions of 
the slots 14 on the left hand side of the instrument diverge 
from one another in an array corresponding to a wall 
extending towards the observer to present a perspective 
view of an L-shaped kitchen. The apices of the several 
slots are not all vertically aligned, some being offset to 
produce horizontal depth in the finished drawings. 

In practice, the instrument is used by overlaying it 
upon a sheet of drafting paper, squaring it up properly, 
and tracing along the slots 14 with a drafting pencil or 
pen as desired. By tracing through the slots, a perspec 
tive outline is made on the drafting paper quickly, easily 
and in true perspective. The template is then removed 
from the drafting paper and the vertical components filled 
in with the use of a T square, for example. A finished 
perspective view may be made in the matter of minutes 
when formerly an hour or more was required. 

In the illustrated embodiment, the several slots 14 cor 
respond to portions of a typical kitchen installation. The 
uppermost slot 14.a corresponds to the valance and upper 
edge of the carbinets as appears in the drawing of FIG. 3. 
The horizontal component lines made with slot 14 are in 
dicated by the reference character 16a in FIG. 3. Slot 
i4b corresponds to the lower edge of the cabinets and ap 
pears as line iób in FIG. 3. It will be noted that the slot 
i4a is relatively wide to permit the tracing of a double 
line, one along either edge of the slot. The slot 14b 
corresponds to the lower edge of the upper cabinets and 
the slot is relatively thin permitting only the single line 

The slot 14c corresponds to 
the backboard which is the double line arrangement 16c 
of FIG. 3. The slot 4d is somewhat wider than slot 
14c and is used for tracing the upper edge of the base 
cabinets and the lower edge of the drawers. These lines 
are indicated by reference character 16d. in FIG. 3. The 
slot 4e is used for tracing the toe board and base of the 
cabinets. These lines are indicated by the reference 
character 16e in FIG. 3. 

It will be appreciated that once the perspective outline 
of the horizontal components has been made, the vertical 
components, such as door divisions, corners, drawer di 
visions, wall ovens, windows and the like may be readily 
added by the use of a T square. In order to facilitate the 
adding of the vertical components in their proper per 
Spective, one or more of the slots 14 may be provided 
with scale markings i8 along the edge thereof. As shown, 
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the markings along the parallel right hand portions of the 
slots are evenly spaced, whereas the markings on the 
left hand portions are graduated in accordance with the 
perspective. It will be understood that light pencil mark 
ings can be made on the drafting paper through the slots 
opposite selected markings 8 so that the vertical com 
ponents may be added in proper spacings. 

While the instrument shown in FIG. 1 is particularly 
useful in drawing a perspective of an L-shaped kitchen, 
it may also be used for drawing U-shaped kitchens Such 
as that illustrated in FIG. 3. This is done by merely mak 
ing tracings from one of the instrument 9 and then turn 
ing the instrument over, moving it to the right or left as 
required, aligning the parallel horizontal components and 
making a second tracing so as to form all three Walls. 
While the instrument is extremely useful in making 

perspective views of kitchens, it may also be employed 
with modifications in drawing other types of rooms hav 
ing more or less standard arrangements. For example, 
the instrument can be employed to advantage by interior 
decorators, architects and the like, or others who have a 
need for this type of instrument. Obviously, the instru 
ment may be modified in various ways to make perspective 
outlines of other scenes as desired. 

Accordingly, the above description and accompanying 
drawings should be taken as illustrative of the invention 
and not in a limiting Sense. 
Having thus described the invention, what I claim and 

desire to obtain by Letters Patent of the United States is: 
1. A drafting instrument comprising a flat platen, 

formed with a series of slots defining a perspective out 
line of a three dimensional scene whereby said outline 
may be transferred to an underlying drafting surface by 
tracings along said slots, said slots being of various 
widths, said slots being parallel along certain portions 
and diverging from one another in perspective aspect 
along other portions. 

2. A drafting instrument comprising a flat platen 
formed with a series of slots defining a perspective out 
line of a three dimensional scene whereby Said outline 
may be transferred to a drafting Surface by tracings along 
said slots, portions of said slots being parallel with one 
another and portions diverging angularly from one an 
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4. 
other, selected apices of said slots being offset from align 
ment with other apices. 

3. A drafting instrument comprising a flat platen 
formed with an upper slot and a series of lower slots, said 
upper slot and said series of lower slots defining a part 
of a perspective outline of a three dimensional Scene 
whereby said outline may be transferred to an underlying 
drafting surface by tracings along said slots, said upper 
slot having two distinct portions and at least one of said 
lower slots having two distinct portions, one of Said two 
distinct portions of said upper slot and one of Said two 
distinct portions of said one of said lower slots diverging 
from points at the central region of said platen, the other 
of said two distinct portions of said upper slot and the 
other of said two distinct portions of said one of Said 
lower slots extending in substantial parallelism from said 
points at the medial portion of said platen, first gradua 
tions in association with said one of said two distinct 
portions of said upper slot and said one of said two dis 
tinct portions of said one of said lower slots, Second 
graduations in association with said other of Said two 
distinct portions of said upper slot and said other of Said 
two distinct portions of said one of said lower slots, said 
first graduations becoming spaced apart to greater and 
greater degrees as the distances increase from said points 
at the medial region of said platen, said second gradua 
tions being substantially equidistant from each other in 
sequence, and a shoulder extending along one of the 
edges of said platen in Substantial parallelism with the 
other of said two distinct portions of Said upper slot and 
the other of said two distinct portions of said one of said 
lower slots, said platen being transparent. 
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